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Why scientists don't care whether 
a man died of AIDS-related causes in 1959 
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tlantis all-inclusive vacations at Club Med make the perfect carefree vacation. We bring you unlimitec 
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included. And all for (not from) an incredible $895. 
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17. TIMES SQUARE, NEW YORK c.2 MILLION YEARS AGO 


Imagine what the world was like 2 million years ago. Without giant 
underwear billboards. Tiny Statue of Liberty paperweights. Or sandwiches 
named after celebrities. It was a time when Naya* Spring Water flowed deep 
in the Canadian wilderness. Today, Naya still flows. Still pure, still pristine. 
And still perfect to drink before or after the ball drops on New Year’s Eve. 


NAYA: MADE WHEN THE WORLD WAS STILL PURE. 








Contents 

Issue 681 • May 16, 1995 


Advocate 


Special Report 



Cover Story; Nowhere man 28 

Figuring out whether Briton David Carr died of 
AIDS complications in 1959 could be die key to 
fighting die epidemic in the United States today. 


Experts say the city’s AIDS profile looks much like the future 
of AIDS in the nation as a whole— and it’s not a pretty sight. 


Washington: More future shock 33 

AIDS services suffer as Congress turns the capital district into 
a laboratory for a conservative urban agenda. 

Health: Working the system 34 

Cheating on drug trials isn’t a moral issue for 
some participants— it’s a matter of survival. 

Medicine: Miss Diagnosis 36 

Treatment for AIDS has left Charlene Riling sicker than before. 
The good news: It turns out she never had HIV to begin with. 

Society: Gift horses 39 

Should gay men be barred from giving blood? The Red Cross 
defends its policy, citing the need to screen donors, but critics say 
screening should focus on behavior, not orientation. 




Senate majority leader Bob Dole 


Washington: The second hundred days 20 

Congressional Republicans are fat 
and happy after their first hundred 
days in power. What’s next? 

Politics: Achtenberg’s adieu 23 

Roberta Achtenberg’s exit raises new 
questions about the Clinton adminis- 
tration’s commitment to gay rights. 

Scandal: fl mess in the Midwest 25 

On the verge of passing a gay rights 
ordinance, a small town in Kansas 
is shocked by an activist’s past. 


Laurents of 
America 


People: The wav he is 49 

Arthur Laurents, the famed author 
of plays and screenplays, tells Larry 
Kramer about his starry life. 

Letters 6 

Agenda 11 

Viewpoint: Richard Elovich 43 

Your Business: Per Larson 45 

Reviews 57 

■ Breaking Silence: ianis Ian 67 


Last Word: Bruce Bawer 80 


ON THE COVER: David Carr courtesy CBS 



16 , 1995 


THE ADVOCATE 3 


Copyrighted material 










(1) OF CONTROL 

(2) ON A LIMB 
(3) OF HER MIND 

(4) WITH A NEW ALBUM 


the new album featuring 

"falling on fists" 

produced byjulie last 
melissa ferrick & marika tjelios 


IN STORES NOW 


Advocate 

1 lie national gav 6c lesbian newsmagazine 
EWTOR IN CHIEF: Jeff Yarbrough 

Editor Geny Kroll 

Art and Photography Director. Ronald 1. Goins 

Managing Editor Michael W. Elkins 

Senior Editor, News and Features: Jim Schroeder 

Senior Editor, Arts and Entertainment: Judy Wieder 

Associate Editor, News and Features: Bruce Wright 

Associate Editor, Arts and Entertainment Anne Stockwell 

Associate Editor, Special Projects: J.V. McAuley 

Copy Editors/Researchers: H. Abigail Bok. John Jameson. Steve landau 

San Francisco Staff Writer John Gallagher. 3450 Sacramento St.. 

Box 502. San Francisco, CA 94118; fax (415) 386-6640 
Washington, D.C., Staff Writer Chris Bull. P.0 Box 73725. 

Washington. DC 20056-3725; fax (202) 588-5159 

Columnists: Christian Arthur Bain; Bruce Bawer ; Gary R. Cohan. MD; 

Janis lan : Per Larson; Donna Minkowitz; Katherine A. O'Hanlan, MD; 

Camille Paglia; Gabriel Rotello; Bruce Vilanch 
Editor at Large: Fred Goss 

Writers at Large: Chastity Bono. Peter Galvin. Larry Kramer. Jorge Morales 
Contributing Writers: Garry Boulard, Charles Busch. Col. Margarethe 
Cammermeyer, Jane DeLynn. Joe Dolce. Mary Fisher. Alan Frutkin, Garrett 
Glaser. Jewelle Gomez. Geoff Gordon, Charles Isherwood, Ann Japenga. Tony 
Kushner. Brendan Lemon, Simon LeVay. Marvin Liebman, Jennie Livingston. 
Jim Merrett. Duncan Osborne. Robert L. Pela, Ingrid Ricks, Todd Simmons. 
Mark Schoofs, Barry Walters. Patricia Nell Warren, John Weir. Rev. Mel White 
Associate Art Directors: Scott Dorobiala, Christopher Harrity 
Art Assistant Martin J. Garcia 

Contributing Photographers: Paul Anderson, Donna Binder, Jana Birchum. 
Phyllis Christopher, Marc Geller, Greg Gorman. Sally Hershberger, T.L. Litt. 
Blake Little. Jeffrey Markowitz. Rick Reinhard. Vincent Ricardel, Herb Ritts. 
Albert Sanchez. Wayne Shimabukuro. Ellen Shub. Michele A.H. Smith. 

Gregory Zabilski 


PUBLISHER: Sam Watters 


Associate Publisher Stephanie K. Blackwood 

Advertising Director Caryn Goldberg 

National Advertising Representative: Joe Landry 

Promotions Director Stefanie Spina 

Advertising Representatives: Anne Morris. Stephen Robertson 

Advertising Coordinator Tom Carlisle 

Production Manager Alicia E. Esken 

Marketspace Manager Duke Jordan 

Marfcetspace Representative: Tim Christensen 

P.0. Box 4371. Los Angeles. CA 90078; (213) 871-1225; fax (213) 467-0173 


LPI 

Liberation Publications Incorporated 

PRESIDENT: Sam Watters 


Senior Vice President: Susan Turpin 
Senior Vice President: Jeff Yarbrough 
Vice President John Knoebel 
National Distribution Director Brian F. Pockett 
Controller Tom Morrison 

6922 Hollywood Btvd.. Suite 1000 

Los Angeles, CA 90028. (213)871-1225 

Corporate fax (213) 467-0173; editorial fax (213) 467-6805 

MAF Sales Corp — National Advertising and Promotions 
48 W. 21st St . 12th Floor 

New York. NY 10010; (212) 242-8100: fax (212) 242-8143 


The Advocate [\SSH 0001-8996) is published biweekly, except monthly in January and 
August, by Liberation Publications Inc.. 6922 Hollywood Blvd.. Suite 1000. Los 
Angeles. CA 90028. Second-clas s post age paid at Los Angeles. Calif., and at addi- 
tional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Advocate. P 0. 
Box 541. Mount Morris. IL 61054-0541. Subscription rates: one year (26 issues). $44; 
two years (52 issues). $88. Yearly subscription rate outside the United States: $74. 
payable in U.S. funds. Single copies of previous issues are available for $3.95 plus 
$2.50 postage and handling each, prepaid in U.S. funds only. For subscription infor- 
mation. call (800) 827-0561. Return postage must accompany all manuscnpts. draw- 
ings. and photographs if they are to be returned, and no responsibility can be 
assumed for unsolicited manuscripts, drawings, or photographs. All rights in letters, 
manuscnpts. drawings, or photographs sent to The Advocate w\\ be treated as uncon- 
ditionally assigned for publication and copyright purposes and are subject to The 
Advocate s right to edit and comment editorially All models are at least 18 years of 
age. All photographs are posed for by professional models except as otherwise noted. 
Neither said photographs nor the editorial matter nor quotations accompanying such 
photographs are to be construed as indicative of that person's sexual orientation, con- 
duct, personality, or actual quotation. Nothing appearing in The Advocate may be 
reprinted, either in whole or in part, without written permission. The Advocate 
assumes no responsibility for the advertisements or any representations made therein 
or the quality and deliverability of the products themselves. The Advocate assumes no 
responsibility to determine whether the people whose photographs or statements 
appear in such advertisements have in fact endorsed such products or consented to 
the use of their name or photographs or to statements attributed to them The 
Advocate is a registered trademark of Liberation Publications Inc. © 1995 Liberation 
Publications Inc. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. PRINTED IN THE ILSA 

J&ABC 


For subscriptions, renewals, gift subscriptions, address 

changes, or back-issue orders, call toll-free 


(800) 827-0561 


Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m.-lO p.m. Central time 

VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 





"Paying off your debts, your medical 
bills, taking the trip you’ve always wanted, 
buying a new home, or insuring the 
financial security of your loved ones. 

A terminal illness doesn't have to wipe 
you out financially. Now you can sell your 



life insurance policy, or even a part of it, 
just like thousands across America have 
already done. 



If you or a loved one are facing a 

terminal illness — AIDS, cancer, heart 

disease, or other terminal condition — call 

us and let us show you how to turn your 

life insurance policy into cash. Life Partners* 

is the nation’s largest viatical settlement 

company. We buy millions of dollars of life 

insurance policies each week, every week. 

For further information or to receive a 
comprehensive brochure detailing these 
services call us now: 

1 - 800 - 693-0062 


Wb F 7 if L'lfe in Ufo 


Life 

Partners* 

Inc. 


Come To The Source 

Thi s One 



TDKN-Q7A-HC7J 


Copyrighted material 






Letters 



W» Mv* Ami *Min\ 
■i. i.: b i wi Mi tar, 
oil j uxcfuM antr 


“Does anyone out there 
yearn to know the sexual 
preferences of John 
Travolta and Jodie Foster?” 


Cover chaiges 

I had looked forward to your April 
4 issue, having read that an inter- 
view with Greg Louganis would ap- 
pear in it. I was surprised to find 
that the Louganis interview was 
stuck far inside and that you had 
one of your least-attractive covers. Is 
there really anyone out there who 
yearns to know the truth about the 
sexual preferences of John Travolta 
and Jodie Foster? 

Chester Page 
Brooklyn, N Y. 

On your cover you had two world- 
class movie stars who may or may 
not be gay and then featured inside 
an openly gay world-class star, Nigel 
Hawthorne. Why not focus your 
covers on openly gay and lesbian 
heroes and role models? 

Fred Koszewnik 
Marlton, NJ. 

What, what? 

Thank you very much for the article 
on Nigel Hawthorne [“Acting Out,” 
April 4], Tve been a fan of his since 
watching Yes, Prime Minister reruns 
on our local PBS station. Tve seen 
The Madness of King George twice, 
and he’s perfect in it. I found the ar- 
ticle about Hawthorne and his part- 
ner to be heartwarming and re- 
freshing. Now I have even more 


respect for him as an actor and a 
person. 

ToddMoe 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

The trouble with Harry 

In response to the letter to the edi- 
tor from Harry Rollins in the April 4 
issue in which he referred to “Janis 
Ian’s tits”: I can only say, “You 
pompous arrogant prick!” I am both 
sorry and outraged to hear that you 
have “absolutely no interest in les- 
bian issues.” I am a lesbian who has 
dedicated the past nine years of my 
career in health care to my gay 
brothers dying from AIDS. Obvious- 
ly, I don’t need to be a gay male to 
care about people with AIDS. 

Theresa A. Galvin 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

I’m amazed that you have sub- 
scribers like Harry Rollins. Pm not a 
subscriber because I can’t afford to 
be, but any time I have a chance, I 
try to read each and every article in 
your magazine because I find them 
so varied and interesting. Do you 
think Mr. Rollins would mind if you 
forwarded the remainder of his sub- 
scription issues to my address? 

Merit Cavestany 
San Francisco, Calif. 

I would like to remind Mr. Rollins 
that The Advocate is a magazine for 
gays and lesbians and that my les- 
bian sisters are probably tired of 
reading about and seeing gay-male- 
related ads and articles. Despite this 
fact, I would hope that we would 
have a mutual respect and tolerance 
for each other’s issues and interests. 

I, for one, find Janis Ian’s col- 
umns to be one of the highlights of 
this magazine, and I enjoy her re- 
freshingly individual point of view 
on life. It is my hope that neither 
Ms. Ian nor any of my other sisters— 
lesbian and straight— has to endure 
breast cancer. It is, however, a real 
concern for many women, and I in- 
tend to help in the fight for a cure 
as they have helped with so many 
benefits of AIDS-related causes. I 
am proud to live in a city with a mu- 
tually nurturing gay and lesbian 


community. As for you, Mr. Rollins, 
diversity makes the world go round. 
I suggest you get a clue. 

Paul]. Williams 
Dallas, Tex. 

Harry Rollins should realize that a 
significant number of men also fall 
victim to breast cancer. 

Donald M. Bell 
Chicago, III. 

Gay icon 

I can’t believe that Greg Louganis 
[“Below the Surface,” April 4] had a 
bad body image. Most of the gay 
men in America and quite a few of 
my straight friends thought he had 
the most beautiful body in the world. 

David Morgan 
New York,N.Y. 

I wish there were some way I could 
convey to Greg Louganis the level 
of affection in which he is held by 
people who will never meet him 
personally. I wish I could tell him 
how proud we are of him, and I 
wish I could erase all the hurt from 
his youth. 

Evidendy, about the only sponsor 
who has stuck with him is Speedo 
swimsuits; fine— FU make it a point 
to buy a couple this summer. Greg 
Louganis has paid for his accom- 
plishments in the currency of 
courage. If what he wants now is 
someone to hug back— hey, anytime. 

Carole McIntyre 
Waynesburg, Pa. 

The Advocate was granted one of the 
first interviews with Louganis after 
Barbara Walters, and the journalist 
chose to question him about phone 
sex and picking up men in book- 
stores. Is your audience that shal- 
low? The article lacked depth and a 
sense of humanity. 

Michael Robert Joseph 
Boston, Mass. 

Public broadcasting solutions 

Since the federal budget must be 
sharply reduced to restore fiscal san- 
ity, it’s indecent that some gay ac- 
tivists have made subsidizing PBS a 
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vircjin vacations” 


Not All Vacations Follow 
The Straight and Narrow 

99 

Out in London’s West End 
3 nights/4 days 



West End Week As You Like it 
6 nights/7 days 

ngri 

London Proper/Gay Paree 
6 nights/7 days 



Go Wilde in London & Amsterdam 
6 nights/ 7 days 

& 

The New Forest & Isle of Wight by Bike 
Add on to any package 

Quick Spin Around The New Forest 
Add on to any package 

il 

"A Walk On The Wild Side” 

A walking tour of gay London 
Add on to any package 


For information or reservations on 
Virgin Vacations, call your travel agent 
or Virgin Vacations at 800-364-6466. 
Just ask for our 

special gay and lesbian packages. 


virgin atlantic 



priority [“Endangered Species,” 
April 4]. How can we ask for more 
AIDS funding if we’re not even will- 
ing to accept cuts for public TV? 

Stephen H. Miller 
New York, N. Y. 

If PBS was funded only by viewer 
donations and private foundations, 
then it would be free to air whatever 
its viewers wanted to see. Judging by 
record radngs, PBS viewers want to 
see gay-positive programming like 
Tales of the City. We should be work- 
ing to get narrow-minded govern- 
ment bureaucrats out of die picture. 

Timothy Moir 
Radnor, Pa. 

Melissa and Melissa 

What kind of sophomoric writing 
was that review of Melissa Ferrick’s 
Willing to Wait [April 4]? What does 
Melissa Ferrick have to do with 
Melissa Etheridge? Yes, they have 
the same first name (along with a lot 
of other women), both share the 
same career (along with a lot of 
other women), and both share the 
same sexuality (along with a lot of 
other women). Why should they 
have to share anything in common 
musically? 

Instead of pointing out the posi- 
tive aspects of Melissa Ferrick and 
leaving it at that, reviewer Peter 
Galvin filled his piece with cheap 
shots about another artist whose tal- 
ent and appeal are undeniable. 

Carol Hinshaw 
Wichita, Kan. 

Melissa Etheridge does not have to 
sing really loud to convey her emo- 
tion; it is felt by the way she sings. 
And as far as cliches go, are there 
any great musicians who have not 
used a cliche or two in their songs? 
Possibly I will give Ms. Ferrick’s 
music a listen— but certainly not be- 
cause Mr. Galvin recommends it. Ms. 
Ferrick should only be so lucky to 
be compared to Ms. Etheridge! 

Jennifer Pryor 
Gastonia, N.C. 

Bride and prejudice 

In your article “Marriage Bans” 
[April 4], you mentioned that the 
Mormon Church remains officially 


neutral on the bill introduced in 
Utah preventing the recognition of 
gay marriages performed elsewhere. 
Be aware that the Mormon Church 
has definitely not remained neutral 
in Hawaii. Its members have peti- 
tioned the local court in hope of 
stopping it from ruling in favor of 
allowing same-sex marriages. As of 
March 29 the court disallowed their 
petition, but Mormon spokespeople 
said they will appeal. 

Drew C. Sanders 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

Another victim 

The Agenda item titled “L.A. Story” 
in your March 21 issue needs cor- 
recting. Sharon Berrington, who was 
my sister and the mother of the 11- 
month-old girl found alone and 
alive after three days, was the victim, 
not the perpetrator, of the murder- 
suicide. Both my sister and her 
lover, Nikki Vai, were manic-depres- 
sives as well as alcoholics. The inci- 
dent might not have occurred had a 
gun not been so readily available. 

Brian Favorite 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

The missing link 

Perhaps the word outing is disap- 
pearing because its very construc- 
tion implies that the act is deliber- 
ate, political, and vindictive [“Like a 
Rolling Stone,” March 21]. In fact, it 
is the omission of something so fun- 
damental as the gender of Jann 
Wenner’s “companion” that is an act 
of purposeful distortion. We have 
been conditioned that such omis- 
sions are proper and respectful of a 
person’s privacy— whether that per- 
son is a public or private figure; they 
are not. Omissions (or worse, the 
smirking, winking “hints” of which 
gossip columnists are so fond) re- 
spect no one. They insult us all. 

Michael J. Fiorello 
New Haven, Conn. 

Please keep letters brief and to die point; we reserve 
the right to edit all letters as deemed necessary. Let- 
ters must include the home address and phone num- 
ber of die writer and should be sent to 

Letters to the Editor, The Advocate, 

P.0. Box 4371, Los Angeles, CA 90078; 
faxed to (213) 467-6805; 
or E-mailed to letters@advocate.com. 

We cannot provide individual responses to letters to 
the editor. For general information send an E-mail to 

info@advocate.com or newsroom@advocate.com. 
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Everything 
you always 
wanted in a 
vacation, 
except the 
great tan. 



Virgin Atlantic Airways now offers independent vacations to Britain and beyond designed especially 
for the gay and lesbian traveler. Every package comes with special extras exclusively for you 
including a complimentary guidebook, Detours London , free admission to some of London’s hottest 
night clubs and special discounts at gay-friendly restaurants. Spend a weekend exploring London’s West End, 
travel through the Channel Tunnel to Paris or take a week’s trip to Amsterdam. Your options are endless. 
For more information on our gay and lesbian packages, or for the fiill 
selection of what Virgin Vacations"' has to offer, call your travel agent or 800-364-6466. 
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Tours operated by Travel Bound Inc. 1995 Virgin Atlantic Airways 






STONEWALL 


Pride 
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Community Health Center, 
Boston, MA 

"Their specialized women’s 
health center is important to 
me, and they care about the 
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community. With every long 
distance call 1 help bring better 
health care to the community." 


The Pride Network. 
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The Pride Network 


\ / "The nation's 

/ largest long 
/ distance program 
/ for the lesbian 
/ and gay community, 
' and those affected 
by HIV.” 
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JEFF KOWALSKY/AP/WIDE WORLD 


J onathan Schmitz suf- 
fered from sleep de- 
privation and alcohol 
consumption when 
he killed a gay man with 
whom he’d previously appeared on 
the talk show Jenny Jones, Schmitz’s 
lawyers said April 4 during a prelimi- 
nary hearing in Rochester Hills, Mich. 
Schmitz, 24, faces first-degree murder 
charges in the case, which has re- 
ceived nauonal attendon; he’s con- 
fessed to killing Scott Amedure after 
the man revealed on the show that he 
had a secret crush on Schmitz. 

At the hearing sheriffs deputy 
Craig Stout said Schmitz confronted 
Amedure days after the show was 
taped, when he found a note on his 
front door that “said something to 
the effect of “You want to get it off 
you got to have the right tool. Just 
ask me. Guess who.’ ” Schmitz, who 
says he is heterosexual, said that 
Amedure “just smiled” when Schmitz 
asked whether he’d written the note. 

Not The Sound of Music: New 

York City archbishop John O’Con- 
nor presumably didn’t spend Easter 
Sunday watching Priest at his local 
Cineplex. O’Connor slammed the 


flick— in which one of 
the major characters is 
a gay Roman Catholic 
priest-April 6 in his 
column in the weekly 
newspaper Catholic New York. 

O’Connor wrote that he had not 
seen the film but nonetheless de- 
creed that there was “no doubt 
whatsoever” that it is “as viciously 
anti-Catholic as anything that has 
ever rotted on the silver screen” and 
is “litde more than the kind of things 
kids used to take delight in scrawl- 
ing on the walls in men’s rooms.” He 
told Priest's distribu- 

Pr.* 1 PP “grow up,” and used 

4 » -£. a nonfestive holiday 

Miramax’s corporate 
- parent, the Walt Dis- 

jg| ney Co. “It’s hard to 

O’Connor wash your hands of 

this kind of thing, 
Disney and company,” he wrote. “Pi- 
late has been trying unsuccessfully 
for 2,000 years.” 

Islam on AIDS: People who know- 
ingly transmit HIV to others who 
then die of AIDS complications 


Prelude to a kiss? 

Schmitz (right) confers with 
his attorney at his prelimi- 
nary hearing. 


GUILTY OF BAD TASTE 

“King’s appearance at the 
trial Wednesday caused 
barely a ripple from regu- 
lars, despite his unusual 
attire: a bright orange and 
yellow blouse, orange 
skirt, white fishnet stock- 
ings, and heavy makeup. 
On his feet were one 
white and one black boot. 
Courtroom deputies also 
took little notice of King, 
simply telling him to re- 
move his sunglasses be- 
fore taking a seat.” 



A Reuter wire-service report on the 
ejection of cross-dresser Will B. King 
from the O.J. Simpson trial for fight- 
ing with another spectator 


“It might be proof of 
bad taste, but it’s not 
proof of being gay.” 

C. Dixon Osbum, codirector of the 
Servicemembers Legal Defense Net- 
work, discussing an incident in 
which a Navy corpsman serving in 
Japan was tagged as gay because 
he wore plaform shoes. Osbum s 
group assists service personnel tar- 
geted under the Pentagon s “don ’t 
ask, don ’t tell” policy on gays and 
lesbians in the military. 
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About 27% 
of gay men 
in small- 
and medium-size U.S. 
cities engage in unpro- 
tected anal intercourse 

SOURCE: Survey of 6,000 men in 16 cities with popula- 
tions of fewer than 250,000 conducted by the Medical 
College of Wisconsin for the National Institute of Mental 
Health 



About 10% of Americans 
ages 50 and older prac- 
tice behavior that could 
put them at risk for HIV 

SOURCE: National AIDS Behavioral Surveys 


Average 
age at 
which 

French teenagers report- 
ed having their first sexu- 
al experience: 17 

SOURCE: French National AIDS Research Agency 




About one 
in seven 
Britons say 
they have been tested for 
HIV antibodies 

SOURCE: Wellcome Foundation survey of 19,000 Britons 


“It’s just a description. 
It’s like, Texas is hot 
What is, is.” 


Texas state senator John Leedom s 
defense for saying that gays and les- 
bians bring trou- 
ble upon them- 
selves and 
should be 
called 
queers be- 
cause “ they 
are queer by 
our normal be- 
havior patterns. 



would face premeditated-murder 
charges under draft fatwas (divine 
decrees) prepared by Islamic-affairs 
ministers from more than 50 Orga- 
nization of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) nadons. 

The fatu/as , which are the OIC’s 
first on AIDS, were unveiled April 6 
in Abu Dhabi. They do not become 
law unless they are issued by Islamic 
authoriues in individual nadons. In 
addidon to the HTV-transmission lan- 
guage, other provisions in the fatwas 

• deny pregnant women with AIDS 
access to abortion even if they fear 
they will expose their fetuses to HTV, 

• recommend that pilgrims with 
AIDS and other contagious diseases 
be barred from the hajj, 

• allow spouses of people with AIDS 
to seek a separation or refuse to 
have sexual intercourse, and 

• oppose isolation of people with 
AIDS, adding that mothers with AIDS 
should not be separated from their 
children or prevented from breast- 
feeding. 


LOU KRASKY/AP/WIDE WORLD 



Hitting the street in South Carolina 


Hail, Columbia: More than 3,000 

people marched to the steps of the 
South Carolina state capitol April 8 
for Columbia’s annual gay pride 
march. The event was said to be the 
nadon’s first gay pride march of the 
year; such events are traditionally 
scheduled for June. 


Adoption setback: Gays and les- 
bians may not adopt their lovers’ bi- 
ological children because they are 
not legally married, a New York 
State appellate court ruled April 6. 
The ruling is controlling in Brook- 
lyn, Queens, Staten Island, West- 
chester, Suffolk, Nassau, Rockland, 
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Orange, Putnam, and Dutchess 
counties. In other jurisdictions, in- 
cluding Manhattan and Rochester, 
where adoptions by same-sex cou- 
ples have been allowed, trial judges 
may be influenced by the ruling but 
are not necessarily bound by it. 


FRANCOIS MORI/AP/WIDE WORLD 



Hitting the rue in Paris 


French active: Demanding the in- 
jection of more substance into a 
personality-charged presidential 
campaign, more than 20,000 French 
citizens marched through the 
streets of Paris April 8 to draw at- 
tention to AIDS, homelessness, un- 
employment, and racism. Smaller 
protests took place in more than 40 
other French cities. The campaign 
had turned into a bitter personal 
fight between two conservatives— 
Paris mayor Jacques Chirac, who 
has said that children should be 
taught how to use condoms “at a 
fairly early age,” and Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur. 

Ice capade: The Mountainside, 

N.J., police department improperly 
dismissed probationary officer 
Samuel Cucciniello because he is 
gay, Cucciniello alleged in a $ 1.5- 
million civil lawsuit filed April 12 in 
federal district court in Newark. 

Cucciniello, 29, claimed he be- 
came the object of antigay harass- 
ment at a police training camp in 
1994 after other recruits learned he 
liked ice skating. He said he was 
forced to dance around other re- 
cruits and was “even told to bring 
my tutu in.” After he had left the 
academy and accepted a position as 
a police officer, he said, his locker 
was trashed and his colleagues 
taunted him. He was ejected from 
the Mountainside force in Novem- 
ber 1994 on allegations that he 
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It didn’t take long for a con- 
troversial decision on AIDS by feder- 
al appeals court judge Richard Pos- 
ner to make a big splash. Posner 
ruled March 17 in Chicago that 
thousands of hemophiliacs who 
contracted HIV through contaminat- 
ed blood products may not file a 
class-action lawsuit against the 
firms that manufactured the prod- 
ucts. Such a lawsuit, he ruled, could 
bankrupt the nation’s pharmaceuti- 
cals industry. Posner’s logic wasn’t 
lost on tobacco companies, who 
cited the ruling three weeks later in 
their bid to scuttle a lawsuit filed in 
New Orleans by 50 million smokers 
and former smokers. In that case 
federal district judge Okla Jones II 
had ruled in February that anyone 
who ever ignored a physician’s ad- 
vice to quit smoking may join the 
lawsuit. 


The Justice Department’s 

decision to assign some of its top 
legal minds to the defense of the 
"don't ask, don’t tell” policy on gay 
and lesbian military personnel has 
gay legal groups worried. If govern- 
ment attorneys do too good a job of 
defending the Pentagon policy, they 
fear, the appellate courts may issue 
a ruling so far-reaching that it will 
set back gay rights gains in the 
business world. 


When Massachusetts governor 

William Weld tapped former Reagan 
administration solicitor general 
Charles Freed for a seat on the 
state supreme court, some gay 
jiMBowa /jiuTeR rights activists 
feared the worst. 
But a gander at 
Freed’s record 
shows that he 
resisted White 
House pressure 
to file an amicus 
brief defending 
sodomy laws in 
Bowers v. Hardwick. And when the 
Court issued its opinion upholding 
the laws in Hardwick, Freed risked 
right-wing wrath by publicly calling 
the opinion “stunningly harsh and 
dismissive.” 



Weld 


taunted a bank teller while off 
duty— a claim he denies. 

Pro-gay in Poland: The parlia- 
mentary commission drafting Po- 
land’s new constitution voted 16-6 
April 1 1 to include a gay rights pro- 
vision in the document. A represen- 
tative for President Lech Walesa ar- 
gued against the inclusion, but 
supporters said it would bring Pol- 
ish law into line with statutes in 
Western Europe. If the current com- 
mission succeeds in drafting the 
new constitution, it would not be- 
come effective until OK’d by both 
houses of Parliament and approved 
in a popular referendum. 

Dornan’s campaign drag: The 

presidential campaign of antigay 
U.S. representative Robert Dornan 
(R-Calif.) got off to a rocky start 
April 14 when the candidate was 
greeted at a whistle-stop in Wil- 
mington, Del., by a middle-aged 
man in drag yelling, “Hi, Bobby!’ in 
a high-pitched campy voice. The 
man turned out to be Delaware gov- 
ernor Thomas Carper, who was 
decked out in a wig and women’s 
clothing. He had a pillow stuffed 
under his blouse to make him ap- 
pear pregnant and carried a sign 
reading dornan’s THE ONE. 

“You should have seen Doman’s 
face,” said Carper spokeswoman 
Sherry Woodruff. “He was just 
dumbstruck. He was just completely 
amazed.” Added former Wilmington 
mayor Thomas C. Maloney, who wit- 
nessed the incident: “It couldn’t 
have turned out funnier if we tried.” 
Woodruff said Carper dressed in 
drag as part of a skit to benefit a 
scholarship fund. Woodruff would 
not reveal the script for the skit 
other than to say that it involves the 
governor dressed as a woman. 

Leisure time: The Justice Depart- 
ment’s campaign against gay 
pornography snared a big name 
April 3 when Leisure Time Enter- 
tainment Inc. owner Mark Carriere 
pleaded guilty to four counts of ob- 
scenity. His firm had shipped adult 
videos and magazines from Indiana 
to Kentucky between June 1992 


and January 1993. Carriere, 40, 
could be sentenced to a prison term 
from 43 months to 40 years and 
faces a personal fine of $1 million as 
well as a corporate fine. Sentencing 
was set for June 26. 

Doctorate dementia: When the 

University of Colorado’s Colorado 
Springs campus confers an honorary 
doctorate in humane letters on for- 
mer senator William Armstrong on 
May 14, it’ll be over the objections of 
gay rights activists. Armstrong, a Re- 
publican who was a leading conserv- 
ative voice during his 18 years in 
Congress, championed Amendment 
2, a state measure banning enactment 
of gay rights laws. A professor who 
had served on the selection commit- 
tee for the honor quit in protest. 

Whitman in hot water New Jer- 
sey governor Christine Todd Whit- 
man apologized April 13 for telling 
the British newspaper The Indepen- 
dent that “cultural problems”— such 
as a game called “jewels in the 
crown,” in which young black 
men allegedly com- 
pete to impregnate 
the most women— 
complicate welfare 
reform. Whitman, 
considered one of 
the rising stars in 
the moderate wing 
of the Republican 
Party, at first de- 
fended the comment as accurately 
reflecting information she had been 
given by black women during a visit 
to an AIDS shelter in Newark. Later, 
however, Whitman acknowledged 
that it was racially divisive. “As soon 
as I read it,” she said, “I knew it was 
going to be a problem.” 

Danger at the border. Four new, 

more potent strains of HIV that mil- 
lions have already contracted in Asia 
and Africa will soon come to the 
United States, if they haven’t already. 
Harvard AIDS Institute chairman 
Max Essex warned April 5 at a con- 
ference in Boston. The strains, 
known as A, C, D, and E, are trans- 
mitted through sex and IV drug use 
far more efficiently than the B strain. 
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A RSVP 

Together in Adventure - 1 0 years of bringing our diverse community together 


Summer 

Spanish Riviera 

3-1 0 September 

Nice, Ibiza, Palma & Barcelona 
starting at $1795 

Italian Riviera 

1 0-1 7 September 

Nice, Corsica, Palermo, Capri, Civitavecchia, 

Livorno & Portofino 
starting at $1795 


19 9 5 

Pacific Northwest, 
British Columbia 
& Alaska 


June 1 0 - September 2 

15 Days/14 Nights, starting at $1995 
11 Days/10 Nights, starting at $1695 
8 Days/7 Nights,, starting at $1295 
8 Days/7 Nights, Women's Week 
starting at $1295 


Good Cabins still available. 

Call your travel agent for reservations or call 


800-328-RSVP for a 

new 

95-96 

brochu 

re. 


ON TORONTO, CANADA 



FL FT LAUDERDALE 



NE OMAHA 



Goliger's Tvl 

416-979-1313 

800-665-3769 

Rainbow Travel 

800-889-9747 

305-491-9747 

Winship Travel 

402-392-4653 

800-314-6532 




Thomas Hess/TAI Tvl 

800-565-7104 

305-527-3420 




CA ANAHEIM, USA 



JACKSONVILLE 



NJ ENGLEWOOD 



Travel With Hal 

800-4 GAY TOUR 

A World Of Travel Inc - 

Woody 

904-398-6638 

Englewood Tvl 

201-568-0370 

800-526-0395 

BEVERLY HILLS 



MIAMI 



MORRISTOWN 



Travel W/ Clarice - Call Lee CA 

800-281-9136 

Professional Travel - Don 

800-568-4064 

Frankel Tvl - Ken 

800-445-6433 

201-455-1111 

EAST BAY/OAKLAND 



TAMPA BAY 



WESTFIELD 



Uniglobe Rainbow Travel - Tim 

800-778-0992 

Tampa Bay Tvl - Ask For Jim 

800-298-3740 

Turner World Travel - 

Dick 

908-233-3196 

HOLLYWOOD/LA 









Jacqleen's - Jimmy or Eileen 

213-463-7404 

CA ATLANTA 



NY BUFFALO 



LONG BEACH/N. ORANGE CO. 


All Points Tvl, Ansley Mall 

404-873-3631 

Earth Tvlrs 

716-685-2900 

800-321-2901 

Bon Voyage Travel - Tom 

714-236-9094 

Different Directions 

404-262-1011 

800-365-1012 

NEW YORK 



LONG BEACH/SOUTH BAY 


George Hearn Holidays 

404-636-4312 

Call Bob At T.R.I.P. Tours 

800-553-7494 

Touches of Travel Ask For Chuck or Al 

Star Travel - Robert 

509-5424 

800-424-1188 

Frankel Tvl - Eric 

800-358-7010 

212-714-1700 

Member IGTA 

310-657-7008 

800-899-1944 

Uniglobe Advisors In Travel 

800-486-5257 

Islanders Kennedy Tvl 


800-988-1181 

MISSION VIEJO 



CARTERSVILLE 



NYC 

212-242-3222 


Sunrise Travel - Robert 


714-837-0620 

Uniglobe Franklin Travel 

800-752-6772 

The Boroughs 

718-347-7433 


PALM SPRINGS 






Our Time Voyages - Joe Lagana 

800-219-7160 

Rancho Mirage Tvl 

Newt/Steve 

800-369-1073 

HI HONOLULU 



Pied Piper Tvl 

800-Trip-3 1 2 

212-239-2412 

SACRAMENTO 



Travel Travel Inc. 


808-596-0336 

World Wide Tvl Srvcs Corp 

212-427-6930 

Sports Leisure Travel 


916-361-2051 




WESTCHESTER/PUTNAM 


SAN DIEGO 



IL CHICAGO 



Choice Travel 

800-49-CHOICE 

914-472-5100 

Jerry & David's 

800-748-6968 

619-233-5199 

Yellow Brick Rd 

312-561-1800 

800-642-2488 

CruiseOne - Geo/Sid 

Ind Rep 

800-875-6414 

SAN FRANCISCO 



DECATUR 






Now Voyager Tvl 

800-255-6951 

415-626-1169 

Village Tvl - Glen 

800-373-8747 

217-875-5640 

OH CINCINNATI 



Orion Travel 

415-864-3233 

800-552-3326 

MA BOSTON 



Victoria Tvl - Dan 

513-871-1100 

800-626-4932 

Travel Connection 

Jeff 

415-397-3977 

All Ports Cruises & Tours 

800-777-9997 

CLEVELAND 



260 Stockton St 

2nd Floor 

800-344-3977 

5 Star Travel 

800-FLY-1999 

617-536-1999 

Uniglobe 5 Star Tvl - Larry 

800-575-0813 

Travel Trends 

800-558-6920 

415-558-6922 

WAKEFIELD 






Winship Travel 

415-863-2555 

800-545-2557 

Alternative Tvl 

617-246-7480 

800-233-3646 

PA PHILADELPHIA 



WEST HOLLYWOOD 






Call Steve at Travel Now 

800-220-1963 

Club Tvl - Lee 

310-358-2200 

800-Gay-Trip 

Ml BIRMINGHAM 



UPPER BUCKS CTY 



Embassy Travel 

213-656-0743 

800-227-6668 

Royal Infl Tvl 

810-644-1600 

800-521-1600 

Tvl Gallery 215-538-3838 PA 

800-7-Seagul 

Friends Travel 

310-652-9600 

800-Gay-0069 

DETROIT (METRO) 





Gunderson Travel Inc 

800-4-Gay-Travel 

Our World 800-359-6697 Ext 21 

810-545-2734 

TX DALLAS 






EAST LANSING 



Plaza Travel 

214-980-1191 

800-752-1191 

CT FAIRFIELD COUNTY 



Anderson Travel 

517-337-1300 

800-365-1929 

HOUSTON 



Aldis The Travel Planner 

800 -4-Gay-Fun 




Advance Damron Vacations 

800-695-0880 

Rainbow Destinations 


800-38-Rainbow 

MN MINNEAPOLIS/ST. PAUL 








The Travel Co. 

612-379-9000 

800-328-9131 

VA ALEXANDRIA 



DC WASHINGTON 






Uniglobe - Bud 

703-684-8824 

800-247-8824 

Great Escape 

202-331-3302 

800-241-0786 

MO ST LOUIS 









Dynamic Travel 

800-237-4083 

314-781-8400 

WA SEATTLE 






Patrik Travel 

314-367-1468 

800-678-8747 

Capitol Hill Travel 

(800 OR 206) 

726-8996 
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Understanding Viatical Settlements 

If A PICTURE IS 
WORTH A 

THOUSAND WORDS, 



Imagine 

THE VALUE 
OF AN EIGHT 
MINUTE VIDEO. 


If you’re living with a terminal illness, this is the one 
videotape that can help you understand the advantages and 
financial opportunities of viatical settlements. Life Benefactors’ 
professional staff has the experience and knowledge to help 
you understand the steps necessary for cashing in your life 
insurance policy. No application fees. Quick turnaround. Fully 
confidential. And, most 
importantly, maximum 

value for your policy. A VIAT1CAL settlements company 

For more information and a free videotape, please call 
Kit Carson at Life Benefactors, L.P., I -800-285-5 152. 


We buy FEGLI policies 


Life Benefactors, L.E 


which prevails in the United States, 
he said. But Harold Jaffe, acting asso- 
ciate director for HIV/AIDS at the 
National Center for Infectious Dis- 
eases, said there is no evidence that 
the four strains exist in the United 
States or are coming soon. 

End of the line: Young lovers Julio 

and Marisol have faUen victim to the 
New York City subway system’s 
quest for big bucks from national ad- 
vertisers. The city health department 
said April 12 that it will pull its AIDS 
education serial, which featured the 
couple and their friends in comic-like 
installments, from subway cars rather 
than comply with new subway regu- 
lations that would have limited the 
placards to just 20°/o of subway cars. 
However, the department added that 
the serial will continue in newspa- 
pers and may also be converted into 
radio public-service announcements. 


New from Xerox: Xerox Corp. said 

April 14 that it will begin offering 
employees up to $1,000 toward 
health care insurance for domestic 
partners, a benefit that will accrue to 
both same-sex and unmarried het- 
erosexual couples. “We recognize 
that families have changed, and our 
benefits are becoming more flexible 
as we move toward more choice for 
all Xerox people, whatever their fam- 
ily circumstances,” said Xerox 
spokesman Brent Laymon. 

Bongo vivant Gabonese president 

Omar Bongo may take a blood test 
to dispel minors that he is HTV-posi- 
tive, French cooperation minister 
Bernard Debre said April 14 in an in- 
terview with Radio Luxembourg. 

The rumors emerged in a Paris 
courtroom days earlier, where Italian 
fashion designer Francesco Srnalto 
was being tried on charges of aggra- 
vated pimping. Srnalto testified that 
he often hired French call girls to ac- 
company deliveries of clothes to 
Bongo in Gabon. Srnalto testified 
that Bongo was his best customer, 
spending about $600,000 per year on 
clodies from Srnalto. Both Debre and 
Bongo’s personal physician, professor 
Robert Blot, said they believe that 
Bongo is not HTV-positive. 
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Around the nation 


Alaska: A measure that would have 
forbidden mention of homosexuality 
in bus placards was rejected 7-4 by 
the Anchorage city council April 10. 
Arkansas: Smackover school district 
guidance counselor Robert Wiley 
was suspended without pay for the 
remainder of the school year April 5 
for showing AIDS education videos 
to sixth-graders. 

Florida: In a move that could presage 
repeal of Hillsborough County’s 
four-year-old gay rights ordinance, 
the county commission voted 4-3 
April 5 to have a public hearing on 
the measure. The hearing was sched- 
uled for May 3. 

Illinois: A complaint filed by Keith 
Richardson, a Chicago man who al- 
leges that the Boy Scouts of America 
illegally denied him employment be- 
cause he is gay, was heard by the 
Chicago human relations commission 
April 5. 

Louisiana: The state supreme court 
heard oral arguments April 10 in a 
challenge to Louisiana’s sodomy law. 
Minnesota: A Minneapolis physician 
illegally denied a lesbian couple’s re- 
quest for artificial insemination be- 
cause of their sexual orientation, al- 
leges a lawsuit filed in Minneapolis 
and made public April 10. 

New York: A bill that would allow re- 
sults of HTV antibody tests routinely 
conducted on newborns to be dis- 
closed to parents was approved 49-9 
by the state senate April 4. 

Oregon: The state will file an amicus 
curiae brief urging the Supreme 
Court to void Colorado’s Amend- 
ment 2, which would prohibit enact- 
ment of local gay rights laws. Gov. 
John Kitzhaber said April 4. The 
brief will be prepared by the state 
attorney general’s office and filed by 
early June, he said. 

Texas: About 5,000 people rallied 
April 2 at die state capitol in Austin 
to support the addition of a sexual- 
orientation clause to the state’s hate- 
crimes law. 

Wyoming: An appeal from a female 
former Torrington resident who was 
denied frequent visitation of her two 
adoptive children because she is a 
lesbian was heard by the state 
supreme court April 18. The case is 
said to be the court’s first pertaining 
to lesbian parental rights. 


Little Touches 
Make A Big Difference 


We began as a retail pharmacy in the Hillcrest community 
of San Diego when there were no FDA approved medications for 



HIV/AIDS. When 
prescription drugs 
became available, 
we were the first to 
serve the communi- 
ty. This pioneering 
experience has made 
us understand the 
importance of little 
touches. Hands-on 
services that mean a 
great deal to you. 

Now that 
we’re a national 
mail-order pharma- 
cy, we haven’t forgotten what we learned. You told us you want- 
ed help - to cut down your hassles and watch out for your inter- 
ests. So, that’s what we do. You simply call and give us your 
physician's name. Then you get on with life, while we touch all 
the bases. 

First, we get your prescriptions and refills from your doctor. 
Then, we verify your insurance coverage, handle all the billing 
paperwork, and deliver your prescriptions to your door overnight. 

We help you get the 
maximum benefits you 


PRIORITY 

PHARMACY 


deserve - including 
many you may not even 

know about. We help you guard against side effects and drug 
interactions by monitoring your prescriptions and advising 
your physician. 

If these little touches make a big difference to you, call 
1 - 800 - 487 - 7115 . You’ll find that Priority Pharmacy understands 
and cares. 


1-800-487-7115 * 3935 First Avenue * San Diego, CA 92103-3015 
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you do anything, 
read this brochure 
It’s free. 

Just call 

, 800 - 932-0050 


W WE’RE 


THE PEOPLE 


WHO DON’T 


THINK YOU 


SHOULD SELL 


YOUR LIFE 


INSURANCE 


POLICY BY 


FLIPPING 


THROUGH A 


We also think you should know who you're talking 
to when you're deciding something as important as 
selling your life insurance policy. So here we are. 

No hidden clauses, no anonymous owners, no 
secret partners. And that makes us pretty unique. 

As gay men, NVR’s principals understand the 
challenges of HIV as few others in this business 
do. That’s why we're determined to help you get 
the most money for your policy in the shortest 
time — with the least stress and paperwork on 
your part. 

But whether you choose us — or another 
company — you should be completely aware 
of all your options. So be sure to read our 
free brochure before you make another move. 

Take control. 


Mo? 


NATIONAL VIATOR REPRESENTATIVES, INC 

A Viatical Settlement Advisor 

We do it all for you. 

And we net you the most for your policy. 
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Transitions 

died: Noiman Cadarette, 51, AIDS ac- 
tivist, of complications from AIDS 
April 5 in Merrimack, N.H. Cadarette 
was founder and director of the New 
England branch of Americans for a 
Sound AIDS-HTV Policy. 
died: Kenny Everett, 51, disc jockey, of 
complicadons from AIDS April 4 in 
London. Everett, one of Britain’s 
best-known DJs, first became known 
for his work on pirate radio stations 
in the ’60s. He later went main- 
stream, moving to the BBC’s Radio 
One pop network and eventually 
starring in his own network televi- 
sion series. 

Richard Park, director of pro- 
grams for Capital Radio in London, 
called Everett “the best disc jockey 
Britain produced,” and former Radio 
One DJ Noel Edmonds said, “He 
was quite simply a genius.” Everett’s 
lover, former Red Army soldier 
Nikolai Grishanovitch, died of com- 
plicadons from AIDS in 1 993. 
died: Ron Richardson, 43, singer and 
actor, of complications from AIDS 
April 5 in Bronxville, N.Y. Richard- 
son won a Tony award in 1985 as 
Best Supporting Actor in a Musical 
for his portrayal of Jim in Big River: 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. 
He also appeared in productions of 
Showboat, Camelot, and Man of La 
Mancha in and around Philadelphia 
and in a Los Angeles producdon of 
Dreamgirls. 

resigned: Kate Hill, as director of the 
AIDS service agency Vermont Cares, 
after eight years of involvement with 
the organizadon. 

disclosed: Tom Doyle, congressional 
candidate in Colorado, that he is gay 
and has AIDS. Doyle, 41, a Democrat 
who has chaired the Fremont County 
commission since 1993, is running 
for the seat now held by Rep. Scott 
Mclnnis, a Republican. 
appointed: David Hope, as archbishop 
of York, the second-highest post in 
the Church of England, effecdve in 
August Hope, who said in March that 
his sexual orientadon is “ambiguous,” 
is currently bishop of London, the 
church’s third-highest post. 
elected: Mat Young, openly gay col- 
lege sophomore, as president of the 
Association of Student Representa- 
tives at Trinity University in San An- 
tonio, Tex. 


For the fourth year we offer you a truly delectable and roman- 
tic tour during which we cruise in privately chartered ships on 
the Bosphorus to the Black Sea; across the Sea of Marmara 
to the legendary Princes Islands; and for a week along the 
sunny Mediterranean coast of Turkey: 



Sailing Cruise 
in Turkey 


SEPTEMBER 3 TO 17, 1995 

Our tour includes five days in Istanbul, that most fascinating 
of cities built on two continents - Europe and Asia - where we 
visit its major churches, mosques and palaces, stay at the 
historic Pera Palas Hotel, and dine at some of the city’s 
delicious restaurants. 

We then cruise for a relaxing week along the aptly called 
Turquoise Coast aboard our comfortable sailing yacht, with 
perfect swimming in the clear, warm waters and shore 
explorations at small fishing ports and quiet pine-girt coves 
ideal for swimming in the warm, turquoise waters. 

Detailed brochures of the tour, which departs from New York, 
and copies of our newsletter which lists all our fine travel 
programs for men, are available from: 

HANNS EBENSTEN TRAVEL, INC 

513 FLEMING STREET, KEY WEST, FLORIDA 33040, USA 

TELEPHONE (305) 294 81 74 FAX (305) 292 9665 

When writing to us. please state that you saw this advertisement in The Advocate. 
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By John Gallagher 


W ith work on the Contract With America largely 
completed during the first 100 days of its cur- 
rent session. Congress may now turn its atten- 
tion to social issues— including gay rights, 
something gay rights lobbyists fear. 

“The attacks will come in on a variety of issues, from 
gays in the military to schools to federal employees,” 
said Daniel Zingale, director of public policy for the 
Human Rights Campaign Fund, a gay lobbying group. 
“Those will be very difficult votes in the current Con- 


MIKE HUTMACHER./KRT 

Tired of Gingrich. Dole, and 
company? Get ready: The 
bumpy ride is just beginning 

gress, and 1 can’t predict what the outcome will be.” 

In the first 100 days, congressional Republicans fo- 
cused on economic issues spelled out in the contract, a 
ten-point Republican campaign promise produced in the 
fall of 1994. But without the structure provided by die 
contact, individual Republican lawmakers may now feel 
free to take up any issue they wish. ‘The contract at least 
provided a disincentive to stray from its specific provi- 
sions,” Zingale said. “Now, you can have a free-for-all.” 
High on right-wing Republicans’ hit list is gay rights, 
said Leslie Harris, director of public policy for People 
for the American Way, a liberal lobbying group. “Their 
strategy is to use the power of the purse to censor all 
images of gays and lesbians diat could possibly be per- 
ceived as positive or accepting,” she said. “During die 
debate on the contract, there was some discipline im- 
posed on the conservatives not to use the committee 
process to attack social issues. If as be promises, [House 
speaker Newt) Gingrich opens the floor up, there are 
plenty of places where diese fights will develop.” 

For instance, right-wing Republicans are likely to 
reintroduce a defeated measure from 1994 that would 
have axed federal funds to schools “encouraging or 
supporting homosexuality.” The legislation, which had 
been sponsored by Rep. Mel Hancock (R-Mo.) and 
Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.), passed both houses but was 
deleted by a conference committee. “Fm afraid we’re 
likely to get that in the course of education appropria- 
dons,” said Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.), who is gay. 

But the educadon issue may end up being the least of 
gay lobbyists’ problems. Harris said Helms is interested 
in introducing legislation that would prohibit federal 
funds from being used to “promote” homosexuality in 
any way. “It is something far broader than the education 
bill but would take the same structure,” she said. “It is so 
overreaching that he may have a hard time moving it. 
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Just out. 

There’s a great vodka out on the shelf. SKYY has a unique four-column distillation & three-step filtration process to ensure 
exceptionally high quality and an unmistakably fresh taste. What’s more, SKYY is distilled in America from American grain. 
So no matter what label you’re used to, join the growing crowd that has switched to SKYY Vodka, the Ultra Premium choice. 


V SKYY VODKA 

The Intelligent Drink. 



Trv a BlueSKYY Martini, made with SKYY Vodka, a splash of Blue Curacao and a twist of orange. Bon Appetit features it as the newest martini of choice. 
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but I think we will see it debated over 
and over again.” Harris added that 
such legislation would make the edu- 
cation measure look moderate by 
comparison, probably generating sup- 
port for it as a compromise measure. 

Some lobbyists have counted on 
the Senate, especially Senate majority 
leader Bob Dole (R-Kan.), to head off 
antigay legislation originating in the 
House. But during the second hun- 
dred days. Republican lawmakers in 
both chambers as well as Dole, who is 
running for president, will encounter 
intense pressure from the religious 
right, which held off on lobbying on 
social issues in earnest while Con- 
gress dealt with the contract. 

“I know that the Christian Coali- 
tion [a political group formed by tel- 
evangelist Pat Robertson] and vari- 
ous conservatives in the Republican 
Party said they would wait until after 
the contract was enacted,” said 
William Schneider, a political analyst 
for the American Enterprise Institute, 
a Washington, D.C., think tank. 
“These issues are right under the 
surface, forcing themselves onto the 
agenda. I don’t know how much 
longer the Republicans can with- 
stand the pressure.” 

But Larry Sabato, a University of 
Virginia political science professor, 
predicted that Republicans would 
rely on social issues that are not as 
divisive as gay rights. “They’re going 
to throw a bone to the Christian con- 
servatives at some point, but you can 
already tell what the bone will be: 
school prayer,” he said. “I think gay 
rights is something that both parties 
have decided they want to avoid be- 
cause it’s a tar baby.” Sabato added 
that the flak Gingrich took from his 
fellow Republicans when he said 
April 2 that Congress would revisit 
the gays-in-the-military issue leads 
credence to such a view. 

But Harris said it may not matter 
what congressional leaders such as 
Gingrich and Dole decide if individ- 
ual members want to pursue antigay 
legislation. “Whether or not the lead- 
ership embraces or rejects an antigay 
agenda, I expect we’re going to see it 
over and over again on one bill after 
another,” she said. The final result of 
that debate, she added, is impossible 
to foretell. Said Harris: “This is no 
longer a Congress that I am capable 
of predicting.” • 
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By John Gallagher 


R oberta Achtenberg’s departure 
from the Clinton administra- 
tion leaves the president with- 
out his highest-ranking lesbian 
appointee just when he needs to 
shore up support among disaffected 
gay and lesbian supporters for his 
reelecdon bid. 

With Achtenberg out of the Ad- 
ministration, Clinton loses the most 
visible symbol of his support for gay 
rights, said San Francisco city super- 
visor Susan Leal, a lesbian who is 
the Administration’s coordinator of 
outreach to lesbian, gay, and bisexu- 
al elected officials. “She was proof of 
that image of the president getting 
out there on gay and lesbian issues,” 
Leal said. “Her departure hurts him.” 
Achtenberg, who announced April 
13 that she was leaving the Adminis- 
tration to run for mayor of San Fran- 
cisco, said she will aid in Clinton’s re- 
elecdon efforts: “I don’t believe that I 
will be out of sight or out of mind.” 

It was nearly two years ago that 
the White House staged a fierce bat- 
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de against conservative opposition to 
have Achtenberg confirmed as assis- 
tant secretary for fair housing and 
equal opportunity in the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD). But with the Republican 
takeover of Congress and the new 
conservative atmosphere in Wash- 
ington, no one else is likely to fill the 
void Achtenberg leaves. “I don’t be- 
lieve there is any way we’re going to 
have another high-ranking gay or les- 
bian person being put forward by the 
president if it involves any kind of 
struggle,” said Leal. ‘That’s sad.” 

During her time at HUD, Achten- 
berg— an early Clinton supporter and 
former San Francisco city supervi- 
sor— was a lightning rod for right- 
wing critics of the Administration, 
who credit political expediency on 
the president’s part for her depar- 
ture. “Obviously President Clinton 
decided that extremists like Roberta 
Achtenberg had no place in his cam- 
paign for reelection, and 1 am glad 
she is gone,” said right-winger Sen. 
Lauch Faircloth (R-N.C.). 

Achtenberg denied she was 


forced from her position for political 
gain, and gay political consultant 
David Mixner, who has unofficially 
advised Clinton on gay rights issues, 
said he knows Clinton “was sad- 
dened to see her go.” Forcing Acht- 
enberg out wouldn’t have helped 
Clinton appeal to conservative vot- 
ers anyway, he argued. ‘Those who 
want to make an issue of her,” he 
said, “won’t be hindered by a year’s 
absence just before the election.” 

Nonetheless, Achtenberg’s exit 
from HUD removes her from an 
increasingly beleaguered agency. 
Republicans in Congress want 
to abolish HUD altogether, and 
Achtenberg’s boss, HUD secretary 
Henry Cisneros, faces a federal 
probe over the propriety of pay- 
ments he made to a former mistress. 

In early April, when she first hinted 
that she would run for mayor, Acht- 
enberg caught San Francisco’s gay 
and lesbian power brokers by sur- 
prise. Although she would be the 
city’s first openly lesbian mayor, many 
gay politicos— including supervisors 
Carole Migden and Tom Ammiano— 
have already pledged their support to 
Willie Brown, the powerful and politi- 
cally deft speaker of the California 
state assembly, who has signaled that 
he too will run against incumbent 
Frank Jordan. A fourth candidate. Su- 
pervisor Angela Alioto, also has signif- 
icant gay and lesbian support. 

Some gay and lesbian leaders said 
privately that they told Achtenberg 
her entry into die race was ill-timed 
and expressed concern that she 
would split the city’s liberal vote with 
Brown, ensuring the reelection of Jor- 
dan, who is more conservative. Some 
also worried that because Brown is 
black and Achtenberg is white, her 
candidacy would only fray the al- 
ready-strained relations between the 
city’s gay and black communities. 

Meanwhile, some of her oppo- 
nents, including Alioto, groused that 
her two-year stint in Washington left 
her out of touch with San Francis- 
co’s current political scene. But 
Achtenberg said her troubled time 
at HUD left her well-positioned for 
her campaign: “My stature as a cred- 
ible political figure has been signifi- 
cantly enhanced, to the point that I 
can hopefully succeed in achieving 
the mayoralty in one of the greatest 
cities in the world.” • 
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Scandal 


Trouble at school 

A shocking disclosure about a campus gay 
leader tears a Midwestern university apart 


By Jorge Morales 


E ric Moore had settled into the 
role of big gay man on campus 
at the University of Kansas 
when everything started to un- 
ravel. Just two weeks shy of com- 
pleting a one-year term as director 
of a student gay group, he abrupdy 
resigned April 5 and also ended a 
student senate campaign. Publicly 
Moore, 26 and HIV-positive, cited 
health concerns. But there was an- 
other, more pressing reason: The 
student newspaper. The University 
Daily Kansan, was set to disclose 


that in 1990 Moore was convicted 
of aggravated indecent solicitation 
of a minor. 

“Our hands were tied,” said 
Kansan editor Stephen Martino, 
whose paper published a story de- 
tailing the charges April 6. “We had 
to run with the story. We didn’t 
want to be accused of covering up 
information.” In an editorial accom- 
panying the story, Martino wrote, 
“The Kansan could have reported 
that health-related concerns were 
the only reason for [Moore’s] step- 
ping aside, but the Kansan knew 


that to be false. The Kansan is in the 
business of reporting the truth.” 
Moore, though, said he mistakenly 
believed that if he left the gay 
group— Lesbian, Bisexual, and Gay 
Services of Kansas— and dropped out 
of the senate race, the Kansan would 
kill the story. “Steve Martino claims 
to know what the truth is,” he said. 
“He claims to know my motivations 
better than I do. He claims to know 
me better than I know myself. The 
truth is, I was concerned that all of 
this would have an extremely nega- 
tive effect on my health. My health 
was the overriding reason why I re- 


signed. Everything else is secondary.” 

Publication of the article sparked 
demonstrations all over campus. 

The day die story ran, a small group 
of protesters collected copies of the 
newspaper and dumped them in 
front of the Kansan offices. 

“Who gets to decide when punish- 
ment should stop?” said Scott Man- 
ning, Moore’s friend and acting di- 
rector of the campus gay group. “Our 
justice system already delineates that, 
but some people have seen fit to go 
beyond that. Steve Martino is a 
member of a privileged group of 


white heterosexual males in our soci- 
ety who are allowed to decide for the 
rest of us what is the truth.” (Moore 
was imprisoned for 2' A years on the 
charge.) 

Actually, said Columbia University 
journalism ethics professor James W. 
Carey, Moore’s resignation left Marti- 
no in “an ethical no-man’s-land.” Said 
Carey: “If Moore resigned from the 
race, the story is no longer of campus 
relevance. The editor is legally justi- 
fied in printing the story, but he 
should not have run it unless he 
could provide stronger justification.” 

Nonetheless, Moore’s exit stunned 
his colleagues at the gay group, none 
of whom apparently had known that 
he had a criminal record. Members 
say it spurred heated discussion; in 
the end the group issued a statement 
denouncing sexual molestation but 
lauding Moore for his service. 

Meanwhile, Moore said he’s had 
unconditional support elsewhere. 
He will remain in his post as resi- 
dent adviser in one of the dorms, 
said university housing officials. 
Liane Davis, associate dean of the 
School of Social Welfare, where 
Moore is a senior, said in a press re- 
lease that the school had been 
aware of Moore’s criminal record 
and that the Kansan s story only 
brought “further pain and stigma to 
a man who has committed his life to 
helping others.” 

That may be small consolation to 
Moore, however. ‘The queer com- 
munity has been skittish about this 
issue, but it’s incumbent upon us to 
recognize that some of the people 
who do this are lesbian and gay peo- 
ple,” he said. In fact, however, a child 
is more than 100 times more likely 
to be sexually molested by a hetero- 
sexual relative than by a homosexu- 
al, according to a study published in 

1 994 in Pediatrics. 

“For many years I’ve been driven 
to make a positive difference in this 
world, because I’ve done a lot of 
harm to people, and I know I can 
never escape that,” said Moore. “Al- 
though I paid my debt to society 
and made my peace with the family 
years ago, not a day goes by that I 
don’t think about what I did. Hope- 
fully, redemption is possible.” • 
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Special Report 



JUNE 5 WILL BE THE 14TH ANNIVERSARY 
of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s announcement of the 
death of five seemingly healthy gay 
men in Los Angeles from Pneumocystis 
carinii pneumonia, a malady unheard- 
of in people with functional immune 
systems. Although researchers did not 
know it at the time, these five would 
be the first of thousands of AIDS cases 
tallied by the federal agency. As the 
AIDS epidemic enters its 15th year, 


much about it remains constant. Yet as 
the six articles in this special report 
show, it is also clear that the epidemic 
itself is changing, forcing us to revise 
assumptions about research methodol- 
ogy, prevention strategies, and societal 
response. We now find that we cannot 
even be sure about the origin of AIDS 
or how long HIV has been with us. 
When fighting HIV, it seems, the ques- 
tions mutate nearly as quickly as the 
virus itself. 


BETTMANN 




COURTESY CBS 



In life David Carr 
didn’t matter 
much outside 
the small town 
in England where 
he lived. In death, 
though, he may 
be Patient Zero, 
the man whose 
frozen tissue 
could hold the 
key to an AIDS 
vaccine 


By Chris Bull 


D uring his short life Briton 
David Carr led an unremark- 
able existence as a sailor and 
apprentice printer. But since 
1959, when he died from a 
then-mysterious illness at age 
25, his body has been dissect- 
ed, his tissue frozen, and his 
cells tested and retested. His 
sex life has been the subject of 
endless speculation in medical 
journals, and his HTV antibody 
status debated so much that it 
has become the focal point of 
an international debate over 
the origin of HIV. 

Since 1990 scientists have 
believed that Carr was Patient 
Zero, his case the first well- 
documented death attributable to 
AIDS. But new research suggesting 
that Carr may not even have been 


HIV-positive has pushed researchers 
back to square one in their attempts 
to develop an accurate history of the 
AIDS epidemic. 

“It’s beginning to look like we 
may not ever figure out exactly 
where HIV originated,” says 
French epidemiologist Mir- 
ko Grmek, author of The 
History of AIDS: The Emer- 
gence and Origin of a Modem 
Pandemic. “The David Carr 
case is just one example of 
how little we really know. 
But it’s of vital importance 
that we keep trying to learn 
how AIDS came to be.” 

The search for the origin 
of HTV has profound impli- 
cations with the potential to 
affect such diverse areas as 
AIDS education, vaccine research, 
and prevention of future outbreaks 
of other deadly viruses. “There are 



Cover Story 


28 THE ADVOCATE 


MAY 16, 1995 


Copyrighted material 




both theoretical and practical rea- 
sons to know the origin of the 
virus,” Grmek says. “We need to 
know if HIV is purely biological in 
origin or purely social or, more like- 
ly, if it is some combination of the 
two. But most important we need to 
know exacdy what happened in the 
past so we can avoid future 
tragedies like this one.” 

Crinek’s quest, though, is unlike- 
ly to end soon. Since the epidemic 
began beleaguered epidemiologists 
searching for its epicenter have 
been plagued by a lack of re- 
sources, the politicization of the na- 
tion’s response to AIDS, and wide- 
spread skepticism from those who 
see the search as a purely academic 
exercise with little rel- 
evance to the day- 
to-day struggles of 
people with AIDS. 

“I think of it as like 
looking out into the 
night sky,” says Martin 
Delaney, founding di- 
rector of Project In- 
form, an AIDS treat- 
ment and research 
advocacy group in San 
Francisco. “I admire 
the stars for their 
beauty, but I don’t 
really wonder or even 
care who made them. Knowing the 
origin of HIV doesn’t help us fight 
the disease today.” 

For others, though, the search has 
become a grand metaphor for the 
entire scientific fight against the 
virus. Every time researchers think 
they are closing in on the mystery, 
they say, the solution slips from 
their grasp. 

The designation of Carr as Patient 
Zero, for instance, once seemed al- 
most beyond dispute. After he died 
his doctors were so puzzled by his 
illness— which included a seemingly 
inexplicable outbreak of Kaposi’s 
sarcoma— that they reported on it in 
the Lancet, a respected British med- 
ical journal, and stored tissue sam- 
ples from many of his organs for 
further study. 

The case, though, remained 
closed until the mid ’80s, when 
George Williams, Carr’s pathologist 
in Manchester, read about AIDS 
symptomatology. He was struck by 
how closely AIDS resembled the 


symptoms that had so baffled him in 
1959. British researchers then ana- 
lyzed Carr’s stored tissue samples, 
which were provided to them by 
Williams, and discovered evidence 
of HIV infection. 

In a subsequent report in the 
Lancet, Williams speculated that 
Carr may have contracted HIV 
while sailing with the British navy 
between 1955 and 1957, just a few 
years before his death. “He was not 
married, and we know nothing of 
his sexual orientation,” Williams 
wrote, implying that Carr may have 
had gay sex while he was in the 
navy. But The Independent, a daily 
newspaper in London, quoted 
Carr’s cousin as saying that “David 


was no homosexual” because he 
was engaged to be married at the 
time of his death and was popular 
among women. 

Scientists said the finding would 
help them pin down the origin of 
the epidemic as well as the speed of 
the virus’s mutations. The latter 
area, they noted with hope, has 
broad application to AIDS research 
in general and vaccine development 
in particular. By comparing the 
1959 virus to contemporary strains, 
scientists thought they would obtain 
their clearest picture ever of the 
virus’s past and be able to speculate 
about how it might mutate in the 
future. 

“The Carr case would have given 
us a glimpse at what the virus 
looked like in 1959,” says Beatrice 
Hahn, a professor of medicine and 
microbiology at the University of Al- 
abama at Birmingham who is an ex- 
pert on the evolution of HIV. “It 
would have done wonders for our 
knowledge about the evolution of 


the virus. You can’t design an effec- 
tive vaccine without knowing how 
much the virus is going to change in 
the future.” 

But when David Ho, director of 
the Aaron Diamond AIDS Research 
Center in New York City, received 
samples of HIV purportedly taken 
from Carr’s body, he found they 
were nearly identical to those ob- 
tained from people who died of 
AIDS complications in 1990. Because 
the virus mutates rapidly. Ho sus- 
pected that the British research was 
flawed, and he asked to study actual 
tissue taken from Carr. Ho repeated- 
ly tried but failed to isolate HIV from 
those tissue samples and eventually 
concluded there was no evidence 
that Carr was HIV- 
positive at all. 

In an interview 
with The Indepen- 
dent, Ho raised the 
specter of scientific 
fraud by the British 
researchers, suggest- 
ing that they labeled 
someone else’s viral 
samples as Carr’s. 
“There has either 
been a monumental 
mix-up or a deliber- 
ate switch of experi- 
mental material,” he 
said. (Citing the possibility of litiga- 
tion, neither Ho nor the British re- 
searchers would discuss the case 
with The Advocated) 

But while the squabbling sur- 
rounding Carr may be the stuff of 
scandal, most epidemiologists say it 
will have little effect on the prevail- 
ing theoiy about the development of 
HTV. Most still believe that HTV has 
been around for centuries among 
monkeys, for whom it is benign, and 
that in isolated cases humans were 
infected with it through monkey 
bites or eating monkey meat. The 
virus began to take hold in the Unit- 
ed States and Western Europe in the 
mid to late ’70s, when it spread 
quickly among sexually active gay 
men and IV-drug users. 

“AIDS has become a metaphor for 
a new world in which people move 
across national boundaries and live 
in huge megacities where they inter- 
act with hundreds of people,” says 
Gerald Myers, director of the HIV 
Sequence Database at the Los Ala- 


‘The Carr case would have given 

us a glimpse at what the virus 
looked like in 1959. You can’t 
design an effective vaccine with- 
out knowing how much the virus 
is going to change in the future.” 
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mos National Laboratory in New 
Mexico and an expert on the deriva- 
tion of HIV. “In the old days, when 
people lived a primarily rural exis- 
tence, there was no way an epidemic 
could start with so few people and 
have such a devastating impact.” 

Still, the new information about 
the Carr case may breathe new life 
into alternate theories about the ori- 
gin of HIV. Its early date, for in- 
stance, had long been used to refute 
a theory that HIV originated in 
polio vaccination tests conducted in 
Africa in the ’50s. In those tests con- 
taminated needles were shared 
among participants. Another theory 
traces it to defective swine flu vac- 
cines distributed in the United 
States by the federal government in 
the mid 70s. 

“I suppose this will give the people 
who still want to say that HTV was 
spread through the vaccine programs 
some opportunities, but they certain- 
ly have not made their case yet,” says 
Delaney. “The burden is on them to 
come up with some proof, and they 
are nowhere near there.” 


In addition, Grmek says, locating 
the origin of HIV would help answer 
lingering questions about whether 
HIV is the sole cause of AIDS. “If we 
find that HIV has been around for a 
long time but has never caused a 
major outbreak of illness, it may 
mean that other viruses are necessary 
to cause disease,” he says. “It may be 
that the right combination of viruses 
were linked together for the first 
time in the 70s, causing an epidemic. 
To answer that question it would be 
very helpful to have a much more 
precise history of HIV.” 

As crucial as the search for the 
origin of HIV is, the question of 
how it took root in the human pop- 
ulation may be more significant, es- 
pecially in molding HTV prevention 
efforts. But if little headway is being 
made in locating the origin of HTV, 
even less is being made in under- 
standing exactly how it spread. 

Advocate columnist Gabriel Rotel- 
lo, author of the forthcoming book 
Sexual Ecology: The Birth of AIDS and 
the Destiny of Gay Men, says the in- 
tensely political nature of questions 


about how IHV so quickly reached 
epidemic proportions scared many 
researchers away from looking at 
how and why it took hold in the 
population. The consequences, he 
says, have been disastrous. 

“There has long been a feeling 
among AIDS activists that epidemi- 
ology is about an agenda of blame,” 
Rotello says. ‘They have been very 
fearful that scientists would single 
out the sex-positive culture for re- 
sponsibility for the spread of the 
virus. That has led to a terrible mis- 
understanding in the gay communi- 
ty about how to design effective 
AIDS education programs.” As a re- 
sult, he adds, HIV infection rates, 
especially among young gay men 
who have multiple partners, have 
begun to rise again in many cities 
after steadily declining for nearly a 
decade. 

Rotello says the dearth of epi- 
demiological evidence has led AIDS 
educators to mistakenly believe that 
it doesn’t matter how many sexual 
partners people have as long as they 
practice safe sex. “Early in die epi- 
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demic it seemed logical to tell peo- 
ple to simply use a condom every 
time,” he says. “But we know now 
that many people who are having a 
lot of sex just don’t practice safe sex 
100% of the time.” 

Nothing short of a barrage of epi- 
demiological evidence warning of 
the dangers of multiple partners 
and unsafe sex will suffice, Rotello 
says. “We need studies showing the 
damage multipartnerism can cause 
gay men,” he says. “Instead, you 
have to dig for them. Scientists have 
been fearful about bringing them to 
the public. It’s as if you had tobacco 
companies pushing studies saying 
that there is no proof of the damage 
of smoking to your health with no 
contrary studies available to refute 
their evidence. The average person 
would be left with the conclusion 
that there was no reason to stop 
smoking.” 

But Harold Jaffe, acting associate 
director for HIV/AIDS at the Na- 
tional Center for Infectious Diseases 
in Atlanta, says there is no shortage 
of knowledge about which behav- 
iors transmit HTV. “We do know ex- 
actly how HIV is spread,” he says. 
“That’s not the problem. The prob- 
lem is that we haven’t learned 
enough about how to change behav- 
ior. We are getting there, but we 
don’t have all the answers.” 

With Carr’s case in dispute, epi- 
demiologists will now turn their 
attention to a freezer in a research 
laboratory at Emoiy University in At- 
lanta. That is where a sample of 
serum taken in 1959 from an un- 
identified person in Zaire is stored; 
preliminary tests suggest that the 
serum contains HTV antibodies. But 
researchers say they won’t be able to 
begin more definitive work with the 
sample until advances in HTV anti- 
body testing are made. 

Whatever the outcome of the re- 
search, the quest for the truth about 
the origin of HTV must be free from 
political taint, Grmek says. “The key 
is to look for the origin without at- 
taching blame to anyone in particu- 
lar for it,” he says. “Human beings 
still have not learned to separate sci- 
ence entirely from prejudice. Until 
we do we will lack tbe kind of infor- 
mation we desperately need to keep 
AIDS and tragedies like it from hap- 
pening all over again.” • 


The second 
wave 

In an area that’s better- 
known for its beaches 
and nightlife, AIDS 
explodes among 
women, the homeless, 
and substance abusers 

By Todd Simmons 

W hen researchers and activists 
contemplate the future of 
AIDS, many see a growing 
epidemic increasingly made 
up of drug users, the homeless, and 
heterosexual women, particularly 
women of color. In short, many see 
the Miami of today. 

“Miami very much represents the 
way the epidemic is headed 
in the United States,” says 
Catherine Lynch, executive 
director of Miami’s Health 
Crisis Network (HCN), an 
AIDS counseling and edu- 
cation center. “For example, 
nationwide, AIDS recendy 
became the leading cause 
of death among men 25 to 
44. But in Miami it was the 
leading cause of death for 
men in that age group four 
or five years ago.” 

In the early to mid ’80s, 

AIDS in Miami was very much 
like AIDS in other major met- 
ropolitan areas— an epidemic 
mostly affecting gay white 
men. But new figures reflect 
trends that began in the late 
’80s. They suggest, first of all, 
that the epidemic is not slow- 
ing down. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, the Miami 
area ranks only 23rd national- 
ly in population but charts 
surprisingly high in AIDS sta- 
tistics: third in total AIDS 


Hunt, an AIDS program administrator 
within the state Department of Health 
and Rehabilitative Services (HRS) in 
Miami. And while the federal govern- 
ment’s broader definition of AIDS ac- 
counts for part of the expansion, 
health officials have also noted “some 
significant shifting of the epidemic” 
away from gay and bisexual men and 
into other groups, says Hunt 

Researchers say a wider range of 
factors drives the epidemic in Miami 
than in other cities, including immi- 
gration from countries where hetero- 
sexual AIDS is prevalent and a drug 
culture in which sex is often bartered 
for cocaine or heroin. “Drugs play a 
key role here in HTV infection,” says 
epidemiologist Clyde McCoy, direc- 
tor of the University of Miami med- 
ical school’s Comprehensive Drug 
Research Center. In a study by 
McCoy of crack use and HIV, 23% 
of inner-city women who smoke 
crack were found to be HIV-positive. 

The tremendous growth of AIDS 
among women, drug users, and the 


CHRISTOPH ER BROWN/STOCK, BOSTON 




Miami 


cases 

among women, second in pediatric 
AIDS, third in annual incidence of 
AIDS, and fourth in total AIDS cases. 

“The numbers are increasing in 
geometric proportions,” says Ken 


disenfranchised has left pub- 
lic health officials scrambling. 
The HRS, for instance, is 
struggling to build support 
networks similar to ones cre- 
ated by gays in the ’80s. In 
areas such as South Miami 
Beach, which has a large gay 
population, rates of new HIV 
infection have leveled off— a 
development that HRS offi- 
cials attribute in part to sup- 
port networks. 

“Those communities that 
take charge of their own lives, estab- 
lish community-based organizations, 
and become advocates for themselves 
fare better,” says Terry Tucker, anoth- 
er AIDS programs administrator with- 
in the HRS. “We’re trying to get 
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those same things going in other 
communities. It’s difficult. But it’s a 
proven method, and we have to look 
to the stability of the gay community 
in doing that” 

Reaching the homeless, however, is 
more than difficult; it’s next to impos- 
sible. Among Miami’s estimated 6,000 
homeless residents, the HIV infection 
rate is more than double that of other 
cities with large AIDS populations. 
“It’s a very hard population to work 
with in terms of prevention,” says 
HCN’s Lynch. “They’re scattered, and 
they tend not to trust people. Unless 
they come to you, they’re hard to 
find.” About half of Miami’s homeless 
have psychiatric illnesses, and half are 
substance abusers. In addition to 
lacking shelter, they often don’t have 
access to the most basic of infection- 
control measures— things like soap 
and water or bleach to dean hypo- 
dermic needles. 

Further complicating the problem 
is the fact that many of the homeless 
are heterosexual women and men 
who don’t perceive themselves to be 
at risk for contracting HTV and who 
are more likely than normal to en- 
gage in risky behaviors, says Lynch. 

In comparison to other groups at 
risk for HTV infection in Miami, gays 
may appear to be ahead of the game. 
But AIDS advocates in the dty warn 
against complacency. “There are just 
as many gay men coming here as 
ever,” says Ernie Lopez, executive di- 
rector of the Body Positive, an educa- 
tion and support center for gay men 
with HTV and AIDS. Lopez says he 
hears tales of widespread unsafe sex. 
And the epidemic’s heightened 
spread among other groups can affect 
gays as well: The largest increase in 
Body Positive’s clientele is among 
Hispanics— particularly gay and bisex- 
ual Hispanic men-and among drug 
users, many of whom are gay and be- 
came infected not from a shared nee- 
dle but from unsafe sex while under 
the influence. 

The only way to slow the rate of 
new infection is through intense, 
repetitive education, Lopez says. 
“That’s the problem with some of the 
education programs— they think you 
teach someone once and they’re sup- 
posed to know it,” he says. “But what 
we’ve found is that you have to con- 
tinually reinforce that education. It 
has to become a way of life.” • 


The future 
is now 

AIDS service groups in 
the nation’s capital fear 
the worst as Congress 
takes control of the 
district government 

By Chris Bull 


A fter more than a decade work- 
ing in the trenches of the AIDS 
epidemic, Jim Graham— execu- 
tive director of the Whitman- 
Walker Clinic, an 
AIDS services group in 
Washington, D.C.— is 
reaching his breaking 
point. By early April 
the clinic was owed 
more than $1 million 
in city and federal 
funds by the district 
government. 

“If we don’t get the 
money soon, we will 
be forced to shut 
down,” says Graham, 
adding that thousands 
of the city’s residents 
would be left without 
potentially life-saving ser- 
vices. To stave off bankrupt- 
cy, he says, the group, which 
is the nation’s third largest, is 
relying on reserves accumu- 
lated from private donations 
over several years. 

Whitman- Walker’s plight 
is just one example of how 
AIDS services have been af- 
fected by the district govern- 
ment’s enormous budget 
deficit, which is fast ap- 
proaching $1 billion. It is in 
such straitened circumstances that 
the capital district now faces the end 
of the limited home rule it was 
granted by Congress 20 years ago. 
On March 6 the U.S. Senate ap- 
proved legislation creating a control 
board that would have vast powers 
to shape the district’s government, 
including its response to AIDS. 
While some advocates for people 


with AIDS welcome the board, 
which is expected to provide an in- 
fusion of federal funds to the dis- 
trict and bring short-term financial 
stability to private service groups 
such as Whitman-Walker, others 
fear that in the long term AIDS is 
unlikely to rank high on the board’s 
list of priorities. 

“What it all boils down to is that 
Congress is going to try to force a 
lot of big cuts that the district does 
not want to accept,” says Bernard 
Ross, chairman of the department of 
public administration at American 
University in Washington, D.C. “It’s 
just not clear yet who, exacdy, will 
be on the receiving end of them.” 

Advocates for people with AIDS, 
who have benefited for years from 
the generosity of local politicians, are 


bracing for leaner times. An- 
ticipating budget cuts, sever- 
al groups— including the 
Inner City AIDS Network, a 
prevention group, and Deaf- 
Pride, which provides inter- 
preters for deaf people with 
AIDS-have already shut 
their doors. 

The crisis could not have 
come at a worse time for the 
district, which has the high- 
est per capita incidence of 
HIV in the country. While 
the rate of new HIV infection 
among gay men has declined steadi- 
ly since the mid ’80s, it jumped 
400% among IV-drug users be- 
tween 1988 and 1993, according to 
the district’s health department. And 
as in other urban areas, there is 
mounting evidence of a jump in 
new infections among gay men, es- 
pecially those under the age of 30. 
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While the composition of the five- 
member control board has yet to be 
determined. House speaker Newt 
Gingrich and other congressional 
conservatives are known to view the 
District of Columbia as a laboratory 
for the Republican urban agenda, 
which includes severe cuts in both 
taxes and government services. Such 
policies would worsen the social 
conditions that lead to rising rates 
of HTV infection, says H. Alexander 
Robinson, board president of the 
National Task Force on AIDS Pre- 
vention. “The Republicans seem 
willing to create Third World-type 
conditions in health care and hous- 
ing to provide a middle-class tax 
cut,” he says. “That’s just going to 
create more HIV infections in mi- 
nority communities.” 

Congress approved the control 
board after Mayor Marion Barry, a 
staunch supporter of gay rights, re- 
sisted its demands to make deep 
cuts in city spending. Bariy argued 
that the district’s poor residents 
would be irreparably harmed by 
cuts and that Congress should pro- 
vide more federal 
funds instead. 

District AIDS ac- 
tivist A. Cornelius 
Baker, who sup- 
ported Barry’s Re- 
publican opponent 
in the November 
1994 election, ar- 
gues that Mayor 
Barry is nonethe- 
less harming peo- 
ple with AIDS by 
effectively abdicat- 
ing control of the 
city to Congress. 

“Instead of having the people who 
would be most sympathetic making 
the cuts— the city council,” he says, 
“we now have the possibility of a 
hostile control board imposing cuts 
that hurt people with AIDS.” 

But Robinson says Barry followed 
the correct strategy by defying Con- 
gress. ‘The mayor is simply unwill- 
ing to have a conversation about 
cuts before he has a conversation 
about the federal government’s re- 
sponsibility to the city,” he says. 
“Congress has never run a city be- 
fore; Barry has. Marion Barry has the 
city’s interest at heart; Newt Gingrich 
just doesn’t.” • 


Under false 
pretenses 

Some participants in 
AIDS drug trials will 
do anything to stay 
alive, even if it means 
falsifying study results 

By Mubarak Dahir 


N athan, a participant in an AIDS 
clinical trial stares out the win- 
dow as he nervously awaits the 
results of his lab test For more 
titan a month, he has been injecting 
himself with a liquid that contains ei- 
ther an experimental AIDS drug or a 
placebo. Violating the rules of the 
double-blind study, Nathan has sent 
a sample of the liquid to a private lab 
to have it analyzed. If it contains the 
drug, he will stay in the experi- 
ment; if it’s a placebo, he will 
leave the study to enroll in 
another trial where he 
would at least have 
a chance at get- 
ting a real drug— 
and, he says, 
chance at staying alive. 

“That’s not cheating,’ 
insists Nathan. “It’s sur- 
vival. I feel like Fm in a death 
camp surrounded with 
barbed wire, and Fm 
going to get out any 
way I can. I’m going 
to dig under it, 
climb over it, cut 
through it. Fm going to get on 
Schindler’s list.” 

Nathan is one of an untold 
number of participants who 
routinely cheat on AIDS clini- 
cal trials. (He and other trial 
participants interviewed for 
this article asked that their 
real names not be used.) 

Some falsify their medical pro- 
files to qualify, seeking access 
to new drugs or to better 
health care. Others have their drugs 
tested or alter the dosage, hoping to 
outwit the researchers, who are 
often perceived as the enemy. 


Experts on AIDS clinical trials 
give varying estimates of its preva- 
lence. Some put the number of 
cheaters at less than 10% of all 
those enrolled; others put the num- 
ber higher. “There’s a hell of a lot 
more of this going on than people 
like to admit,” warns a statistician at 
Johnson & Johnson, who also spoke 
on the condition of anonymity; he 
estimates at least one in five trial 
participants is cheating. 

But while AIDS clinical re- 
searchers may be reluctant to con- 
cede levels of cheating that would 
undermine the credibility of their 
data, others can speak more freely. 
Petros Levounis, a resident in psy- 
chiatry at Columbia University’s 
school of medicine, says his research 
on how and why people cheat on 
AIDS trials leads him to believe die 
practice is commonplace. “It is very 
prevalent,” he says. And David Fair, 
executive director of We the People, 
a Philadelphia-area AIDS advocacy 
and service organization, states 
baldly, “I don’t know anyone on an 
AIDS trial who isn’t cheating in 
some fashion or another.” 

No one doubts that 
cheating could have 
a serious impact 
on AIDS research. 
“This is something 
all investigators run- 
ning AIDS clinical trials 
are concerned about,” says 
Lynn Besch, principal investi- 
gator of clinical AIDS research 
at Tulane University in New 
Orleans. “It’s a problem 
with the potential 
for some serious 
repercussions.” In- 
deed, some be- 
lieve damage has already 
been done. “Some AIDS 
clinical trials have produced 
results that are inconclusive 
at least partially as a result 
of patients’ cheating,” says 
Rob Roy MacGregor, an 
AIDS researcher and pro- 
fessor of medicine at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

At worst, cheating could 
so drastically affect the re- 
sults of a study as to obscure either 
the dangers or the benefits of a 
drug. In the latter case “a promising 
drug could forever be lost,” says 


The Republican 
urban agenda, 
which includes 
severe cuts in 
both taxes and 
government 
services, could 
worsen the so- 
cial conditions 
that lead to 
rising rates of 
HIV infection. 
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Mildos Salgo, director of clinical vi- 
rology at Hoffmann-La Roche Inc. 

Large-scale cheating dates back to 
the “AZT parties” of the ’80s, when 
gay men on the AZT trials in San 
Francisco and New York City would 
gather in living rooms to share their 
mysterious pills. Some of the pills, 
they knew, were sugar tablets, while 
others contained AZT. A bowl 
would be passed around the circle 
of conspirators, and each person 
would dump his botde of pills in the 
pot. The drugs would be mixed, 
then doled back out again, thus en- 
suring that everyone got some drug 
with his placebo. 

Today, the forms of cheating have 
evolved along with AIDS drug re- 
search. Nathan has been in half a 
dozen trials in the past eight years 
and has cheated on four of them. At 
one time he cheated on three simul- 
taneously by telling the researchers 
he wasn’t involved in any other ex- 
periments. Currendy he’s on two tri- 
als, cheating on both. He’s lying 
about which AIDS drugs he’s taking 
as well as concealing his use of an 


unapproved drug he takes three 
dmes a week on his own. 

“All the drugs we have today have 
minor, short-term health effects,” he 
says, explaining why he cheats so 
frequently. ‘The strategy is to jump 
from study to study and get as much 
short-term benefit as you can. To 
achieve that, you’re going to have to 
cheat. But Fm absolutely convinced 
that’s what has kept me alive so far.” 

Researchers advise against cheat- 
ing not only to protect their data but 
also to protect a patient’s health, 
since unsupervised combinadons of 
drugs can have unpredictable, some- 
dmes dangerous side effects. A seri- 
ous but easily overlooked threat de- 
rives from HTV’ s notorious ability to 
become resistant to antiviral drugs 
such as AZT, limiting the duration 
of their effectiveness. Patients who 
take too many drugs at once may 
have no options in reserve if the 
virus becomes resistant to all of 
them. “If you’re taking all of your 
drugs or some or none, how is that 
going to affect the ability of the 
virus to mutate?” asks Virginia Tail- 


man, project coordinator for AIDS 
research at the Stanford University 
medical center. “We don’t know. 
Playing around is a gamble.” 

However, a decade of experience 
with AIDS research has left Nathan 
and others skeptical of researchers’ 
advice. Many recall bitterly the 
lessons of AZT trials in which the 
drug was prescribed in inordinately 
high doses before its toxic side ef- 
fects were discovered. 

“Fve learned that studies tend to 
way overdose you,” says Ben, a 36- 
year-old artist who has been on five 
trials in the past seven years and has 
cheated on three of them. Ben 
cheats primarily by not taking the 
full amount of the experimental 
drug. ‘Tve learned to let myself rest 
a lot,” he says. “Doctors and drug 
companies look at you as a working 
guinea pig, not as a human being. 
Their tendency is to say, ‘How much 
drug will this specimen take before 
it gets sicker rather than better? 5 ” 
Drug trials are, of course, de- 
signed with safeguards to detect 
cheating. Research sites are audited 
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regularly. Blood tests can sometimes 
reveal whether a patient is taking cer- 
tain drugs. Tallman says her group at 
Stanford has even experimented with 
“smart” caps on dispensing bottles. 
The cap contains a computer chip 
that registers the date and dme the 
botde is opened. 

But “no matter what gimmicks you 
come up with to catch someone, if 
he’s determined to outsmart you, he 
will,” says Besch. The best way to de- 
crease cheating on trials, she says, is 
to win die trust of participants before 
the trial begins by getting them in- 
volved in the planning and review 
stages as early as possible. 

“I’ve never been asked what I 
want in a trial,” says Nathan. “I feel 
like a lab rat.” Other complaints by 
participants include not being told 
whether they were on a placebo or 
the drug, even after a trial has ended; 
failure to receive promised “booster” 
treatments of drugs that test well; 
and reluctance on the part of drug 
companies to share data with partici- 
pants after the trial. “If you’re going 
to talk about cheating,” Nathan says 
angrily, “you’ve got to consider how 
we’ve been cheated too.” 

Researchers do indeed also cheat 
on clinical trials, says Arthur Caplan, 
director of the Center for Bioethics at 
the University of Pennsylvania med- 
ical center. Indeed, doctors common- 
ly collude in their patients’ cheating. 
‘There’s not an AIDS doc anyplace 
in the States who doesn’t know that 
large numbers of people are cheating 
on the protocols,” says Caplan. “Re- 
searchers know this, but they turn 
their heads the other way,” motivat- 
ed by the desire to complete and 
publish the study or by compassion 
for the participants. 

Most commonly, says Caplan, sci- 
entists cheat trial participants by per- 
petuating the myth that participation 
is likely to bring health benefits. In 
fact, he says, “no matter how sick you 
are, research makes you worse.” 
However, it’s not in the best interest 
of researchers to debunk the myth 
that trials equal treatment because 
other motives a patient might have 
for entering a trial, such as close eval- 
uation and medical attention or al- 
truism, are not as compelling. “I 
don’t know anyone who goes into 
clinical trials for altruism,” scoffs 
Nathan. “Life is too short.” • 


Atrgedy 
of errors 


symptoms. At the insistence of her 
best friend, Jamie Rude, she traveled 
to Greenwich, Conn., to visit the 
controversial AIDS specialist Gary 
Blick. 



Charlene Ril- 
ing suffered 
314 years of 
unnecessary 
treatment 
for AIDS. 


Treatment proved as 
dangerous as AIDS itself 
for one woman who was 
incorrectly diagnosed 
with die disease 

By Joseph Downton 

I n December 1989, soon after tak- 
ing an HIV antibody test at the 
New Haven [Conn.] Health De- 
partment, Charlene Riling was 
stunned to learn that she had al- 
ready entered the early stages of 
AIDS. Suffering from persistent flu- 
like symptoms, the then-33- 
year-old lesbian accepted 
the diagnosis and attributed 
it to a brief experimentation 
with IV drugs. 

For the next few years. Ril- 
ing learned to shelve her ex- 
pectations of a normal exis- 
tence and braced herself for 
the onset of debilitating dis- 
ease. Accepting on faith the 
wisdom of doctors at Yale- 
New Haven Hospital who 
plied her with no fewer than 
40 different highly potent 
pharmaceuticals, she grew ac- 
customed to the chronic nau- 
sea, diarrhea, and migraines 
that accompanied her medica- 
tions. Ultimately, certain that her 
death was imminent. Riling for- 
mulated her will and arranged 
for her own memorial service. 

By 1991 the former com- 
puter-software specialist found 
herself struggling to remem- 
ber familiar names, faces, 
dates, and events. Her powers 
of concentration began to fail, 
eventually deserting her en- 
tirely. Much to Riling’s horror 
her physicians attributed these 
mental lapses to the onset of 
AIDS dementia. 

In the spring of 1992, racked with 
pain and upable to function without 
continuous supervision, Riling made 
a last-ditch attempt to alleviate her 


“By that time Charlene was near 
death,” recalls Rude. “She had been 
in and out of the hospital several 
times, and we thought we were 
going to lose her. It seemed to me 
that her doctors weren’t doing her 
much good; what they did seem to 
be doing was prescribing an inordi- 
nate amount of medication— in com- 
binations that I thought might be 
lethal— just to keep her sedated.” 

Blick offered to conduct a series of 
recendy developed tests designed to 
gauge the concentration of HIV with- 
in Riling’s system. The results took 
more than a month to analyze. But 
when Riling and Rude returned to 
his office, Blick could barely contain 
his emotions. As Riling sat across 


STEPHEN CASTAGNETO/AP 


Medicine 


from him in the examining 
room, he leaned forward, 
took her hands in his, and 
said joyfully, “You don’t have 
AIDS.” She was, in fact, not 
even infected with HTV. 

“Charlene just sat there 
saying, almost robotlike, 
‘That’s good, that’s good,”’ 
Rude remembers. “All the 
way home I kept telling her 
how wonderful the news 
was and that everything was 
going to be OK. She didn’t 
say much more for a few minutes. 
Then she let out this bloodcurdling 
scream, saying. Those bastards! Why 
did they do this to me? Why did 
they tell me I had AIDS?’ ” 
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Outraged at what she perceived to 
be a complete breakdown of the 
medical system. Riling promptly 
turned to the judicial system to exact 
her retribution, filing a lawsuit against 
the New Haven health department; 
Evelyn Rodriguez, the health depart- 
ment counselor who incorrectly in- 
formed Riling of her HIV-positive sta- 
tus; Karen S. Dufour, the physician 
who misdiagnosed Riling’s HIV 
symptoms and allegedly prescribed 
excessive dosages of AZT, steroids, 
and other medications; and Bruce 
Haak, a neurologist who misdiag- 
nosed her supposed AIDS dementia. 
Riling is particularly angry at Ro- 
driguez, who, following the misdiag- 
nosis and the subsequent revelation 
of Riling’s sexual orientation, alleged- 
ly proceeded to direct her for coun- 
seling to the Hope Ministries, a fun- 
damentalist congregation known for 
its antigay, conversionist theology. 

Filed more than two years ago, Ril- 
ing’s suit is still dragging its way 
through the court system; depositions 
for both sides, which began in Febru- 
ary, were expected to continue for 
months. But while her case remains 
unresolved, Riling’s situation is far 
from unique. Steve Mitchell, a Miami 
attorney who has won substantial 
awards in other false-positive cases- 
including the widely publicized case 
of Vernelle Lowder, a 50-year-old 
Georgia woman— says that he is 
“being contacted by dozens and 
dozens of individuals who were told 
they were positive” but later turned 
out to be HIV-negative. Says Mitchell: 
“I probably have another 50 or 60 
cases that we are investigating.” 

What are the chances of receiving a 
false-positive HIV diagnosis? “Close 
to zero if things are done right,” says 
Peter Hawley, medical director of the 
Whitman- Walker Clinic in Washing- 
ton, D.C. Hawley estimates the rate of 
error for the two most commonly 
used tests at about 0.5%. Says Haw- 
ley: “The only time I can imagine any- 
one receiving a false-positive result on 
both the ELISA and the Western Blot 
test is if the lab somehow makes a 
mistake and the blood samples get 
mixed up.” 

But some testing centers are less 
reliable than others, Hawley con- 
cedes: “About 3% of the patients who 
come to us presenting themselves 
as HIV-positive are in fact HIV- 
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negative.” He adds that anyone who 
comes to Whitman-Walker for treat- 
ment after being tested elsewhere is 
automatically retested. While most 
clinics have similar safeguards in 
place, Riling’s medical records show 
that on December 6, 1989, when Du- 
four conducted a round of other 
blood tests, she neglected to perform 
a Western Blot test to confirm her 
padent’s HTV status. 

Another issue raised by Riling’s 
case is whether her physicians over- 
prescribed medications with toxic 
side effects. Dufour, for example, 
commenced Riling’s treatment with 
considerable doses of AZT, even 
though Riling’s T-cell count at the 
time was above 1,400— well beyond 
the range for even a healthy individ- 
ual, much less one in the initial 
stages of AIDS. “The high T-cell 
count should have been enough to 
alert Dr. Dufour that something was 
amiss from the start,” comments 
Blick. “And I can’t imagine any 
knowledgeable doctor placing any- 
one with an above-average T-cell 
count on AZT.” 

The error was further compound- 
ed by Riling’s other physicians, who 
relied on a virtual pharmacy of drugs 
to treat HIV-related illnesses 
that did not even exist. In addi- 
tion to AZT, Riling was regularly 
given acyclovir for mouth sores. 
Antivert for motion sickness, 
Atarax for hives, Restoril for in- 
somnia, Tigan for nausea, and a 
powerful combination of co- 
deine, Fiorina! Midrin, Valium, 
and Vicodin to combat mi- 
graines. Not one doctor stopped 
to consider that Riling’s symp- 
toms might have been induced 
by the medications themselves. 

Haak’s diagnosis of Riling’s 
AIDS dementia is equally puz- 
zling. In spite of extensive tests 
showing her brain functions to be 
perfectly normal after she com- 
plained of persistent migraines. Ril- 
ing was informed that the virus must 
have entered her brain. Failing to 
pinpoint any other ailment within 
her brain, Haak fingered AIDS de- 
mentia as the most logical culprit. 
The prescribed remedy, unfortu- 
nately, included doubling her 
dosage of AZT. The higher dosage 
ultimately reduced her hands to 
tightly wound fists. 


Placing an HIV-negative person on 
AZT or other antivirals can be ex- 
tremely dangerous, says Los Angeles 
physician R. Scott Hitt. “Several of 
the antivirals now in use can cause 
side effects or toxicity in patients,” he 
notes. “It is quite clear in this case 
that the AZT could have caused her 
symptoms. The other drugs, either 
alone or in combination, likely also 
contributed to the so-called progres- 
sion of her disease. I’m not sure the 
medications would have eventually 
killed her, but she was not capable of 
having a decent quality of life.” 

Hitt agrees that placing Riling on 
AZT when her T-cell count was still 
well above normal and continuing 
the antiviral treatment indicate possi- 
ble negligence on pan of the doctors. 
“There were lots of red flags on this 
case that no one noticed,” he says. “If 
I have a patient who tests positive ei- 
ther at my clinic or somewhere else, 
and their cell count and percentages 
are within normal ratios, the first 
thing I say to the patient is that this 
could be a false positive. I would 
never assume that anyone with T-cell 
counts as high as Charlene’s would 
have AIDS dementia or advanced 
HIV symptoms; the attending neu- 
rologist should have no- 
ticed that the T-cell count 
was not indicative of 
AIDS dementia. People 
get labeled and mistreat- 
ed all the time. It brings 
home the message that 
people need to be proac- 
tive in whom they select 
to be their primary care 
providers.” 

Hitt’s sentiment is 
echoed by AIDS activist 
Larry Kramer. “Why is 
anyone surprised that she 
was misdiagnosed?” asks 
Kramer. “Given the sheer 
number of HTV antibody tests that 
are performed in this country each 
day, there are of course going to be 
these cases of misdiagnosis. Besides, 
anyone who took all that medicine 
seems to have a very unrealistic be- 
lief in the efficacy of die medical pro- 
fession. Your heart goes out to peo- 
ple who follow die directions of their 
health care providers so blindly.” 

The defense lawyers combating 
Riling’s lawsuit remain tight-lipped, 
for die most part, about the charges 


Riling’s physi- 
cians relied on 
a virtual phar- 
macy of drugs. 
Not one 
stopped to 
consider that 
her symptoms 
may have been 
induced by the 
medications 
themselves. 
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leveled against their clients. Miguel 
Rios, however, who represents Ro- 
driguez, says his client would never 
intentionally give out a false seroposi- 
tive diagnosis. He suggests instead 
that Riling left his client’s office that 
day fully aware that she was HTV- 
negative, only to fabricate the events 
of their meeting later. 

“My client did everything she was 
supposed to do— that includes giving 
accurate test results and proper post- 
test counseling,” states Rios. “Evelyn 
Rodriguez has a master’s degree from 
Yale; why would she put her job on 
the line by lying to a patient? It ap- 
pears that Charlene Riling’s history is 
one of suicide attempts and subse- 
quent psychiatric treatment for dissat- 
isfaction with her homosexuality- 
that’s why she asked my client for a 
referral to Hope Ministries.” 

When questioned why Riling 
would voluntarily subject herself to 
several years of intense medication, 
stress, and illness, Rios replies, “I am 
not a psychiatrist, but I think that 
there is something called Mun- 
chausen syndrome [a psychiatric dis- 
order resembling a severe form of 
hypochondria]. In my view she had 
some type of psychological need to 
have AIDS. I know it’s hard to be- 
lieve, but I think she had a desire to 
put herself in that type of situation.” 
Not surprisingly. Riling dismisses 
Rios’s claims as ludicrous, pointing 
out that her sanity remains intact 
and that no sane person would want 
to have AIDS. She adds bitterly that 
it may have been simpler if she had 
just died in obscurity: “I would have 
been just another AIDS statistic.” 
Although she has regained most 
of the weight she lost as well as a 
significant portion of her motor 
skills. Riling continues to suffer 
from muscle tics, short-term memo- 
ry loss, and a slight limp; her new 
physicians do not believe she will 
ever regain full use of her limbs. 
Nevertheless, she has returned to 
school to obtain a degree in drug 
counseling, she has located a new 
job, and she has settled into a loving 
relationship with Laura Lockwood, 
an education director for the Con- 
necticut Women’s Education and 
Legal Defense Fund. Ironically, Blick 
has determined that Rilingbwas in- 
deed sick in 1989— with a ease of 
colitis and a sinus infection. • 
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Blood 

feud 

The Red Cross says gay 
men may not donate 
blood, period. Is this 
precaution or prejudice? 

By Mike King 


C riticized for not screening 
blood carefully enough in the 
late ’70s and early ’80s, the 
Canadian Red Cross Society 
(CRCS) has now been accused of 
going to die other extreme— discrimi- 
nating against potential blood donors 
simply because they are gay. In the 
latest development the organization 
has said that it will shut down blood- 
donation clinics in areas where 
donors have higher rates of HTV in- 
fection. Clinics have already been 
closed in an area west of the New- 
foundland capital of St John’s. 

“Clearly, we don’t want 
to collect blood in 
high-risk areas,’ 

Bert Aye, CRCS’s 
national direc- 
tor of blood 
services, an- 
nounced April 
4. He didn’t say, 
however, what 
CRCS considers a 
normal rate of HIV in- 
fection or how many other 
clinics are likely to be 
affected. 

Meanwhile, at the Universi- 
ty of Victoria in British Co- 
lumbia, gay student Robb 
Stewart awaits a still-unsched- 
uled public inquiry into his 
discrimination complaint 
against CRCS. When Stewart 
showed up to donate blood at 
a campus clinic, he was asked 
to fill out a standard form that 
includes a broadly worded 
question concerning male-to- 
male sex. After he admitted to 
having had sex with another man, 
“the registered nurse told me I was 
bamed from donating blood for life,” 
ft»iecalls. “She told me I was being 

V' * '/ 


denied because Fm gay.” 

The contentious question that 
Stewart and others decry as discrim- 
inatory is based on one that is also 
used in the United States. It was 
drawn up a decade ago by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration fol- 
lowing public consultations with 
such groups as the National Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force. Critics in 
both countries, however, say the 
question is too vague and victimizes 
gay and bisexual men by singling 
them out as the vectors of AIDS. 

“Denying gay men the legal right 
to give blood is responsible for 
spreading homophobia,” says Rus- 
sell Armstrong, manager of national 
programs for the Canadian AIDS 
Society. “The effect of such a ques- 
tion is that it increases the stigma 
that gay men are spreading the epi- 
demic of AIDS.” 

Catherine Hanssens, AIDS project 
director for Lambda Legal Defense 
and Education Fund, a New York 
City-based gay group, agrees with 
Armstrong, saying that “being denied 
the right to donate blood is a signifi- 
cant injury. The embarrassment and 


new HTV infection can be detected 
by blood tests, the window period is 
also thought to be the time when 
people are most infectious. Experts 
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stigma [experienced by denied 
onors] is a legitimate 
point.” The automatic 
refusal of blood do- 
nations from gay 
men and bisex- 



ual men is 
overexclusive, 
says Hanssens: 
“It’s equating gay 
men with carriers of 
HIV, as was done to 
Haitians years ago.” 

Such attitudes feed inac- 
curate information about 
both AIDS and HIV, argues 
Armstrong. He proposes 
that CRCS “get over its fears 
and prejudices and move 
forward” by developing a 
questionnaire that would 
better “catch people in the 
window period.” 

The window period, how- 
ever, is the point of con- 
tention for defenders of the 
questionnaire as well. De- 
fined as the time before a 
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place it at anywhere from two weeks 
to more than a year. It is one reason 
why blood-collection authoriues say 
they must screen donors rather than 
simply test all donated blood. 

“Testing is pretty good but not so- 
phisticated enough for the window 
period,” explains Margaret Som- 
erville, director of the McGill Centre 
for Medicine, Ethics, and Law in 
Montreal. “The test doesn’t pick up 
everyone who is HIV-positive. If 
there were a 100% test for HTV, this 
screening question would be unjusti- 
fied.” While she maintains that “peo- 
ple have the right to be respected no 
matter their sexual orientation,” 
Somerville says of the CRCS screen- 
ing form, “I think it’s clearly justified. 
It’s reasonable, justifiable curtail- 
ment” while at the same time, she 
admits, “obviously discriminatory.” 

Monica Revelle, spokeswoman for 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administra- 
tion, calls the window period “the 
Achilles’ heel in the whole process.” 
Until testing methods improve, Rev- 
elle says, more attention should be 
focused on behavior rather than 
stereotype. “The emphasis 
should be on acknowledg- 
ing behavioral risk factors 
and not on a group of peo- 
ple,” she says. 

Stewart argues similarly: 

“If I had been engaging in 
unsafe sex, I certainly 
wouldn’t have been trying to 
donate blood,” he says, not- 
ing that a fellow University 
of Victoria student was also 
denied at the same clinic 
“and the extent of his same- 
sex activity didn’t even in- 
volve the removal of cloth- 
ing. The question on the form isn’t 
about protected or unprotected sex. 
It’s about sexual orientation, and Fm 
targeted as an individual responsible 
for people dying of AIDS.” 

Campus blood-donor clinics have 
been temporarily shut down at the 
University of Victoria pending a 
final decision by the provincial 
human rights board. Susan Shaw, an 
officer in the university’s antiharass- 
ment office, says the CRCS screen- 
ing questionnaire violates the 
school’s policy because it discrimi- 
nates against and stigmatizes the gay 
population. “I think you can screen 
properly without being discriminato- 


ry by asking the right question,” 
Shaw says. And like Revelle of the 
FDA, she suggests that screening 
should, “rather than focus on a dem- 
ographic group, focus on behavior. 
This is a medical, not a moral, issue.” 
CRCS continues to defend the 
use of the controversial question. 
“It’s not possible for us to send our 
plasma down to the States for frac- 
tionation unless we conform to re- 
quirements for screening, including 
that question,” explains Ken Mews, 
CRCS’s coordinator of special proj- 
ects. “Our one and only concern is 
that the blood supply is as safe as 
we can possibly make it.” 

Intensifying current debate in 
Canada surrounding issues of blood- 
supply safety is an interim report re- 
leased at the end of February by su- 
perior court justice Horace Krever, 
who is heading a federal inquiry 
probing why more than 1,200 Cana- 
dians were infected with HIV 
through tainted transfusions between 
1978 and 1985. Krever’s report said 
every Canadian should have the 
chance to avoid diseases such as 
AIDS by storing their own 
blood for use during elective 
surgery. He also urged 
CRCS to stop collecting 
blood from areas with a high 
rate of AIDS cases and 
specifically mentioned Con- 
ception Bay North, New- 
foundland. His final report is 
due December 31. 

In the United States, Felix 
Perez, spokesman for the 
American Red Cross, says 
the organization has re- 
ceived more inquiries than 
actual complaints about the 
male-to-male sex screening question. 
“We would much rather err on the 
side of caution than expose someone 
to a bloodbome infection,” he says. 
“We never have enough donors, but 
our primary concern has to be safety 
in the end.” 

U.S. blood banks began asking 
donors whether they were gay in 
1983, but CRCS didn’t begin until 
1985. And while the United States 
began testing blood for HIV in 
March 1985, nationwide testing in 
Canada didn’t start until eight 
months later. 

Perez also points to a 1989 Ameri- 
can Red Cross study that showed 


that donor screening-along with re- 
vised donor-recruitment practices, 
careful education, and the use of 
donor-deferral registries— is eliminat- 
ing 49 of every 50 donors likely to 
be HIV-positive prior to donation. 

Officials of national hemophilia 
organizations in the United States 
and Canada generally support a 
tight screening process but may 
nonetheless criticize the wording of 
the disputed question. Durhane 
Wong-Reiger, MD, president of the 
Canadian Hemophilia Society, says 
there probably wouldn’t have been 
so many deaths caused by contami- 
nated blood had there been more 
stringent screening of donors in the 
early ’80s. The wording of the ques- 
tionnaire, however, “shouldn’t cate- 
gorically discriminate against any 
group,” she says. “There are no risky 
people, only risky behavior.” 

Wong-Reiger suggests that both 
males and females should be asked 
whether they have engaged in un- 
protected intercourse, especially anal 
intercourse. “It’s descriptive but ef- 
fective,” she says. “If they’ve had 
protected sex, it’s hard to make a 
case against them.” But until fool- 
proof blood testing is available, she 
adds, the hemophilia society will 
“encourage the most conservative 
methods” of weeding out possibly 
tainted donations. 

Lisa Fullam, public relations con- 
sultant for the New York City-based 
National Hemophilia Foundation, 
echoes Wong-Reiger’s comments 
about the importance of protecting 
the blood supply. “The exclusion 
criteria shouldn’t discriminate 
against anyone,” she says, “but until 
there are new and improved tests, 
we have to work with what means 
are already in place.” 

Lambda lawyer Hanssens says 
that if the current screening process 
has been proved to increase the 
safety of the blood supply as the 
American Red Cross claims, a dis- 
crimination suit would be unlikely 
to succeed in court. Meanwhile, 
Mews says, CRCS will continue in- 
definitely to forbid gay and bisexual 
men to donate blood. “Until we 
know more,” he adds, “we won’t say 
that we’ll never refuse blood from a 
gay man, but in the meantime, 
please stay with us and don’t at- 
tempt to give blood.” • 


“The question 
on the form 
isn’t about 
protected or 
unprotected 
sex. It’s about 
sexual orienta- 
tion, and I’m 
targeted as 
responsible 
for people 
dying of AIDS.” 
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' capsules 2.5 mg ' 

Improves appetite in persons 
living with HIV/AIDS 

Getting the nutrients you need often becomes a 
challenge, especially if you experience the anorexia 
associated with weight loss that commonly occurs 
in patients with AIDS. Eating the right foods and 
maintaining your weight become an important part 
of the total treatment regimen. 

Fortunately, medications are available to help 
improve your appetite. So if you’ve noticed a 
decrease in appetite or are losing weight, see your 
doctor immediately...and ask if MARINOL is right 
for you. 

As for any prescription drug, ask your doctor about 
warnings, precautions, and adverse reactions with 
MARINOL, and see the adjacent page for additional 
product information. 

t Quoted from a MARINOL patient seen on CNN, aired 2/94. Person depicted is a 


model who is HIV-positive. 

The USAN name for delta-94etrahydrocannabinol (THQ. 
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Advertisements do not include all the information about a prescription 
medication. Only your physician is qualified to decide if a prescription 
medication is right for you. 


ROXANE LABORATORIES. INC. 

MARINOL’ 

(dronabinol*) III 
Capsules ^ 

(Warning: Miy bg habit longing) 

'The USAN name for delta-9-latrahydrocannabinol (THC). 

Brief Summary on Marinol’- (dronabinol) Capsules. 

Before prescribing, see complete prescribing Information. 

INDICATIONS AND USAGE 

Marinol (dronabinol) is indicated for the treatment of: 
t . anorexia associated with weight loss in patients with AIDS: and 

2. nausea and vomiting associated with cancer chemotherapy in patients who have failed to respond adequately to 
conventional antiemetic treatments. 

CONTRAINDICATIONS 

Marinol (dronabinol) is contraindicated in any patent who has a history of hypersensitivity to any cannabmoid or 
sesame oil. 

WARNINGS 

Marinol (dronabinol) is a medication with a potenbal for abuse. Physicians and pharmacists should use the same care in 
prescribing and accounbng for Marinol as they would with morphine or other drugs controlled under Schedule II (Cll) of 
the Controlled Substances Act. Because of the risk of diversion, it is recommended that prescriptions be limited to the 
amount necessary for the period between clinic visits. 

Patients receiving treatment with Marinol should be specifically warned not to drive, operate machinery, or engage in 
any hazardous activity until it is established that they are able to tolerate the drug and to perform such tasks safely. 

PRECAUTIONS 

General: The risk/benefit ratio of Marinol (dronabinol) use should be carefully evaluated in patients with the following 
medical conditions because of individual variation in response and tolerance to the effects of Marinol. 

Marinol should be used with caution in patients with cardiac disorders because of occasional hypotension, possible 
hypertension, syncope, or tachycardia (see CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY) 

Marinol should be used with caubon in patents with a history of substance abuse, including alcohol abuse or depen- 
dence. because they may be more prone to abuse Marinol as well. Multiple substance abuse is common and marijuana, 
which contains the same active compound, is a frequently abused substance. 

Marinol should be used with caution and careful psychiatric monitoring in patients with mania, depression, or schizo- 
phrenia because Marinol may exacerbate these illnesses. 

Marinol should be used with caution in patients receiving concomitant therapy with sedatives, hypnotics or other 
psychoactive drugs because of the potenbal for additive or synergistic CNS effects. 

Marinol should be used with caution in pregnant patients, nursing mothers, or pediatric patients because it has not been 
studied in these patient populations. 

Marinol should be used with caution for treatment of anorexia and weight loss in elderly patients with AIDS because they 
may be more sensitive to the psychoacbve effects and because its use in these pabents has not been studied. 
Information tor Patients: Patients receiving treatment with Marinol (dronabinol) should be alerted to the potential for 
additive central nervous system depression if Marinol is used concomitantly with alcohol or other CNS depressants such 
as benzodiazepines and barbiturates. 

Pabents receiving treatment with Marinol should be specifically warned not to drive, operate machinery, or engage in 
any hazardous activity until it is established that they are able to tolerate the drug and to perform such tasks safely. 
Pabents using Marinol should be advised of possible changes in mood and other adverse behavioral effects of the drug 
so as to avoid panic in the event of such manifestabons. Pabents should remain under the supervision of a responsible 
adult during initial use ot Marinol and following dosage adjustments. 

Drug Interactions: In studies involving pabents with AIDS and/or cancer. Marinol (dronabinol) has been co administered 
with a variety of medicabons (e g . cytotoxic agents, anb-infective agents, sedatives, or opioid analgesics) without 
resulbng in any clinically signibcant drug/drug interactions. Although no drug/drug interactions were discovered during 
the clinical trials of Marinol. cannabinoids may interact with other medications through both metabolic and pharmacody- 
namic mechanisms. Dronabinol is highly protein bound to plasma proteins, and therefore, might displace other protein- 
bound drugs. Although this displacement has not been conbrmed in vivo, practitioners should monitor patients for a 
change in dosage requirements when administering dronabinol to patients receiving other highly protein-bound drugs. 
Published reports of drug/drug interacbons involving cannabinoids are summarized in the following table. 


CONCOMITANT DRUG 

CUNICAL EFFECT(S) 

Amphetamines, cocaine, other 
sympathomimetic agents 

Additive hypertension, tachycardia, 
possibly cardiotoxicity 

Atropine, scopolamine, 
antihistamines, other 
anticholinergic agents 

Additive or super-additive tachycardia, drowsiness 

Amitriptyline, amoxapme. 
desipramine. other tricyclic 
antidepressants 

Additive tachycardia, hypertension, drowsiness 

Barbiturates, benzodiazepines, 
ethanol, lithium, opioids, 
buspirone, anbhistamines, 
muscle relaxants, other 
CNS depressants 

Additive drowsiness and CNS depression 

Disulfiram 

A reversible hypomanic reaction was reported in a 28 ylo man who 
smoked marijuana; confirmed by dechallenge and rechallenge 

Fluoxetine 

A 21 y/o female with depression and bulimia receiving 20 mg/day tluoxe- 
bne X 4 wks became hypomanic alter smoking marijuana: symptoms 
resolved alter 4 days 

Antipyrine, barbiturates 

Decreased clearance ot these agents, presumably via compebbve inhibi- 
tion ol metabolism 

Theophylline 

Increased theophylline metabolism reported with smoking of marijuana; 
effect similar to that following smoking tobacco 


Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility: Carcinogenicity studies have not been performed with drona- 
binol. Mutagenicity testing of dronabinol was negative in an Ames test. In a long-term study (77 days) in rats, oral 
administrabon of dronabinol at doses of 30 to 150 mg/m 2 , equivalent to 0.3 to 1 .5 bmes maximum recommended 
human dose (MRHD) of 90 mg/mVday in cancer pabents or 2 to 10 bmes MRHD of 15 mg/ntf day in AIDS patients, 
reduced ventral prostate, seminal vesicle and epididymal weights and caused a decrease in seminal fluid volume. 
Decreases in spermatogenesis, number of developing germ cells, and number of Ceydig cells in the testis were also 
observed. However, sperm count, mating success and testosterone levels were not affected. The significance of these 
animal bndings in humans is not known. 

Pregnancy: Pregnancy Category C. Reproducbon studies with dronabinol have been performed in mice at 15 to 450 mg/ 
m 2 , equivalent to 0.2 to 5 times maximum recommended human dose (MRHD) of 90 mg/mVday in cancer patients or 1 
to 30 times MRHD of 15 mg/mVday in AIDS pabents, and in rats at 74 to 295 mg/m 2 (equivalent to 0.8 to 3 times MRHD 
of 90 mg/m 2 in cancer patients or 5 to 20 bmes MRHD of 15 mg/mVday in AIDS pabents). These studies have revealed 
no evidence of teratogenicity due to dronabinol. At these dosages in mice and rats, dronabinol decreased maternal 
weight gain and number of viable pups and increased fetal mortality and early resorptions. Such effects were dose 
dependent and less apparent at lower doses which produced less maternal toxicity. There are no adequate and well- 
controlled studies in pregnant women. Dronabinol should be used only if the potential benefit justifies the potential risk 
to the fetus. 

Nuning Mothers: Use of Marinol is not recommended in nursing mothers since, in addition to the secretion of HIV virus 
in breast milk, dronabinol is concentrated in and secreted in human breast milk and is absorbed by the nursing baby. 


ADVERSE REACTIONS 

Adverse experiences information summarized in the tables below was denved from well-controlled clinical trials 
conducted in the US and US territories involving 474 patients exposed to Marinol (dronabinol). Studies of AIDS-related 
weight loss included 157 patients receiving dronabinol at a dose of 2.5 mg twice daily and 67 receiving placebo. Studies 
of different durations were combined by considering the first occurrence of events during the first 28 days. Studies of 
nausea and vomiting related to cancer chemotherapy included 317 pabents receiving dronabinol and 68 receiving 
placebo. 

A cannabmoid dose-related "high" (easy laughing, elation and heightened awareness) has been reported by pabents 
receiving Marinol in both the anbemebc (24%) and the lower dose appetite sbmulant clinical trials (8%) (see CLINICAL 
TRIALS). 

The most frequently reported adverse experiences in pabents with AIDS during placebo-controlled clinical trials involved 
the CNS and were reported by 33% of pabents receiving Marinol. About 25% of patients reported a minor CNS adverse 
event during the first 2 weeks and about 4% reported such an event each week for the next 6 weeks thereafter. 

PROBABLY CAUSALLY RELATED: Incidence greater than 1%. 

Rates derived from clinical trials in AIDS-related anorexia (N=157) and chemotherapy-related nausea (N=317). Rates 
were generally higher in the anb-emetic use (given in parentheses). 


Body as a whole: Asthenia. 

Cardiovascular: Palpitations, tachycardia, vasodilation/facial flush. 

Digestive: Abdominal pain’, nausea', vomibng'. 

nervous system: (Amnesia), anxiety/nervousness, (ataxia), confusion, depersonalization, dizziness', euphoria', (hallu- 
cination). paranoid reaction', somnolence', thinking abnormal'. 

' Incidence of events 3% to 10% 

PROBABLY CAUSALLY RELATED: Incidence less than 1%. 

Event rates derived from clinical trials in AIDS-related anorexia (N=157) and chemotherapy-related nausea (N=317). 

Cardiovascular: Conjunctivitis', hypotension'. 

Digestive: Diarrhea', fecal incontinence. 

Musculoskeletal: Myalgias. 

Nervous system: Depression, nightmares, speech difficulties, tinnitus. 

Skin and Appendages: Flushing' . 

Special senses: Vision difficulties. 

' Incidence of events 0.3% to 1%. 

CAUSAL RELATIONSHIP UNKNOWN: Incidence less than 1%. 

The clinical significance of the association of these events with Marinol treatment is unknown, but they are reported as 
alerting information for the clinician. 

Body as a whole . Chills, headache, malaise. 

Digestive: Anorexia, hepabc enzyme elevation. 

Respiratory: Cough, rhinitis, sinusibs. 

Skin and Appendages: Sweabng. 

DRUG ABUSE AND DEPENDENCE 

Marinol (dronabinol) is one of the psychoacbve compounds present in cannabis, and is abusable and controlled 
Schedule II (Cll) under the Controlled Substances Act. Both psychological and physiological dependence have been 
noted in healthy individuals receiving dronabinol, but addiction is uncommon and has only been seen after prolonged 
high dose administrabon. 

Chronic abuse of cannabis has been associated with decrements in mobvabon, cognition, judgement, and percepbon. 
The etiology of these impairments is unknown, but may be associated with the complex process of addiction rather than 
an isolated effect of the drug. No such decrements in psychological, social or neurological status have been associated 
with the administration of Marinol for therapeutic purposes. 

In an open-label study in pabents with AIDS who received Marinol tor up to five months, no abuse, diversion or 
systemabc change in personality or social functioning were observed despite the inclusion of a substanbal number of 
pabents with a past history of drug abuse. 

An absfinence syndrome has been reported after the abrupt disconbnuation of dronabinol in volunteers receiving dosages of 
210 mg/day for 12 to 16 consecutive days. Within 12 hours after discontinuation, these volunteers manifested symptoms 
such as irritability, insomnia, and resbessness. By approximately 24 hours post-dronabinol disconbnuation, withdrawal 
symptoms intensified to include “hot flashes ", sweabng, rhinorrhea, loose stools, hiccoughs and anorexia. 

These withdrawal symptoms gradually dissipated over the next 46 hours. Electroencephalographic changes consistent 
with the effects of drug withdrawal (hyperexcitation) were recorded in patients after abrupt dechallenge. Patients also 
complained of disturbed sleep for several weeks after discontinuing therapy with high dosages of dronabinol. 
OVEROOSAGE 

Signs and symptoms following MILD Mannol (dronabinol) intoxication include drowsiness, euphoria, heightened sensory 
awareness, altered bme perception, reddened conjuncbva. dry mouth and tachycardia: following MODERATE intoxication 
include memory impairment, depersonalization, mood alteration, urinary retention, and reduced bowel mofility; and following 
SEVERE intoxication include decreased motor coordination, lethargy, slurred speech, and postural hypotension. Apprehen- 
sive pabents may experience panic reactions and seizures may occur in pabents with exisbng seizure disorders. 

The esbmated lethal human dose of intravenous dronabinol is 30 mg/kg (2100 mg/70 kg). Significant CNS symptoms in 
antiemetic studies followed oral doses of 0.4 mg/kg (28 mg/70 kg) of Marinol. 

Management: A potentially serious oral ingesbon, if recent, should be managed with gut decontaminabon. In uncon- 
scious pabents with a secure airway, insbll activated charcoal (30 to 100 g in adults, 1 to 2 g/kg in infants) via a 
nasogastric tube. A saline cathartic or sorbitol may be added to the first dose of activated charcoal. Pabents experienc- 
ing depressive, hallucinatory or psychotic reacbons should be placed in a quiet area and offered reassurance. Benzo- 
diazepines (5 to 10 mg diazepam po) may be used for treatment of extreme agitabon. Hypotension usually responds to 
Trendelenburg position and IV fluids. Pressors are rarely required. 

DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION 

Appetite stimulation: Initially. 2.5 mg Marinol (dronabinol) should be administered orally twice daily (b.i.d.). before 
lunch and supper. For patients unable to tolerate this 5 mg/day dosage of Marinol. the dosage can be reduced to 2.5 mg/ 
day. administered as a single dose in the evening or at bedtime. If clinically indicated and in the absence ot significant 
adverse effects, the dosage may be gradually increased to a maximum of 20 mg/day Marinol. administered in divided 
oral doses. Caution should be exercised in escalabng the dosage of Marinol because of the increased frequency of dose- 
related adverse experiences at higher dosages (see PRECAUTIONS). 

Antiemetic: Marinol is best administered at an inibal dose of 5 mg/m 2 given f to 3 hours prior to the administrabon of 
chemotherapy, then every 2 to 4 hours after chemotherapy is given, for a total of 4 to 6 doses/day. Should the 5 mg/m 2 
dose prove to he ineffective, and in the absence of significant side effects, the dose may be escalated by 2.5 mg/m 2 
increments to a maximum of 15 mg/m 2 per dose. Caubon should be exercised in dose escalahon, however, as the 
incidence of disturbing psychiatric symptoms increases significantly at maximum dose (see PRECAUTIONS). 

SAFETY AND HANDUNG 

Mannol (dronabinol) should be packaged in a well-closed container and stored in a cool environment between 8* and 15*C 
(46° and 59°F). Protect from freezing. No particular hazard to health care workers handling the capsules has been identified. 
Access to abusable drugs such as Marinol presents an occupational hazard for addicbon in the health care industry. 
Roubne procedures for handling controlled substances developed to protect the public may not be adequate to protect 
health care workers Implementation ot more effective accounbng procedures and measures to appropriately restrict 
access to drugs of this class may minimize the risk of self-administrabon by health care providers. 

HOW SUPPLIED 

MARINOL' CAPSULES (dronabinol solution in sesame oil In soft gelatin capsules) 

2.5 mg white capsules (Identified RL). 

NDC 0054-2601-11: Bottles of 25 capsules. 

NDC 0054-2601-21: Bottles of 60 capsules. 

NDC 0054-2601-25: Bottles of 100 capsules. 

5 mg dark brown capsules (Identified RL). 

NDC 0054-2602-11: Bottles of 25 capsules. 

NDC 0054-2602-25: Bottles of 100 capsules. 

10 mg orange capsules (Identified RL). 

NDC 0054-2603-11: Bottles of 25 capsules. 


MARINOL 9 is a registered trademark of Unimed Pharmaceuticals. Inc. and is marketed by Roxane Laboratories. Inc. 
under license from Unimed Pharmaceuticals. Inc. 

Manufactured by Banner Gelatin Products Corporation. Chatsworth CA 91311 


DEA ORDER FORM REQUIRED 

Caution: Federal law prohibits dispensing without prescripbon. 


4056050 

124 


Laboratories, Inc 


CoumDus. One 43016 


Revised December 1994 
© RU, 1994. 


©1995 Roxane Laboratories. Inc. 


1671 (2/95) 


Copyrighted material 


Viewpoint 

Richard Elovich 

Haim ’s way 


A 22-YEAR-OLD WHO RECENTLY TESTED NECA- 
tive for HTV comes in for counseling. He’s 
been having anonymous sex almost every 
day, he tells me. “Will you go down on a 
guy?” I ask. “If he’s good-looking. But I 
won’t let him come in my mouth.” “What if 
you knew he was HTV-posidve?” “I wouldn’t go down 
on him or let him fuck me, even with a condom.” “So 
you let guys you don’t know fuck you with a condom, 
and you suck them off, and you won’t do it if you know 
they’re infected,” I say. But at this point he interrupts 
me. ‘That’s why talking about this freaks me out,” he 
says. “1 don’t even want to think about it.” 

Think about it While it would be nice if we could lock 
ourselves and all our friends into a counseling room until 
everyone “understands” the importance of safer sex, the 
reality when it comes to talking about sex is that many 
gay men still can’t open up about our 
confusion or conflicts. And yet the ability 
to talk freely is crucial to helping HTV- 
negative men stay negative. For HIV pre- 
vention, silence, once again, equals death. 

The problem with talking freely is that 
it can happen only in an environment 
where judgments are suspended, where 
nothing is assumed— not even the princi- 
ple that safer sex is always more impor- 
tant than intimacy or validation or adventure. Talking 
openly demands that we allow ourselves to think the 
unthinkable. If we can’t think it, how can we say it? 

When it comes to safer sex, many people resist the 
idea of accepting anything less than an absolute posi- 
tion. But perhaps it’s time for gay men struggling with 
HTV prevention to look at the concept of harm reduc- 
tion— an idea that has been successfully applied to other 
problem behaviors such as drug and alcohol abuse. 

Harm reduction recognizes that change is not all or 
nothing— that a small step is still a step forward. The all- 
or-nothing approach says a gay man bingeing on co- 
caine or sex must hit bottom and stop. Harm reduction, 
on the other hand, takes into account that by the time 
gay men bottom out they may already have become in- 
fected. The all-or-nothing approach demands that we 
give gay men a single message: Use a condom every 
time. The harm-reduction approach makes it clear that 
there’s a range of risks— that oral sex without a condom, 
for example, is less dangerous than anal sex— and en- 
courages people to start where they can to protect them- 
selves and their partners. 

Whether we’re talking about alcohol use, drug use, or 
sex, harm reduction starts with the immediate goal of 
helping people talk openly about the benefits and costs 
of their behavior. It’s an approach that encourages indi- 


viduals to set their own targets and move at their own 
pace. It helps people recognize die value of first steps, 
like establishing longer periods between binges or giv- 
ing up anal sex but not oral sex or cocaine but not beer. 

Ironically, it has been easier for many gays to endorse 
harm reduction through needle exchanges for drug 
users who are supposedly outside our community— to 
understand that IV-drug users may not be interested in 
or able to stop shooting drugs— than to admit the com- 
plexity of what we do to put ourselves at risk for HIV. 
It’s not realistic to assume we’re all going to have safe 
sex every time or forever. It’s not realistic to think young 
gay men aren’t going to take risks as part of exploring 
sex. It’s not realistic to pretend that we don’t sometimes 
use sex as an escape or as an opportunity to be affirmed 
by someone else when we’re not actually feeling OK. 

If a gay man can’t talk honestly about feeling lousy 
about himself and how cocaine or drink- 
ing makes him more powerful, more sexy 
and together, how is he going to find an 
alternative to weekend bingeing? The 
same tiling applies to sex. If I can’t talk 
about what it means to me to have some- 
one’s dick up my butt or how I like to 
have the other guy come inside me be- 
fore I jerk myself off or what it means to 
let someone come in my mouth— and if I 
can’t talk honestly about the extent to which I need to get 
high to do any of these things— then I’m not going to be 
able to think about what it may cost me so that I can 
make some kind of change. 

But if we can tolerate gay men in a group knowing 
our secrets, we may feel more able to talk frankly with 
our sexual partners. Some activists can declare their HIV 
infection right off the bat or wear it on their T-shirt, but 
for most of the HIV-positive men I know, disclosure is 
not like giving out your address or phone number. If I 
have sex with someone and it’s all about not talking, 
how am I going to disclose? How am I going to get a 
condom on him when we’re supposed to stay strangers 
or when acting as if he might be HTV-positive would 
disrupt my fantasy of his being “perfect”? Or when I’m 
afraid if he knows anything about me that he will vanish, 
just the same way he magically appeared? 

If gay men are to survive, we need to pull toward one 
another and begin to speak honestly about sex, sub- 
stance abuse, and survival. Harm-reduction groups are 
an important way to do that. They will emerge whenever 
gay men share what we have kept silent. 

Elovich is director of substance-use counseling and education 
at New York City’s Gay Men’s Health Crisis. He runs New 
York s first harm-reduction groups for HIV-negative gay men. 



It’s not realistic 
to assume we’re al 
going to have 
safe sex every time 
or forever. 
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RED RIBBONS COVER THE HEART, 


People with AIDS need more than 
compassion. They need financial empowerment. 
American Life Resources has been meeting 
that need for more than five years. 

Our purchase of your life insurance 
policy gives you money now to improve 
the quality of your care and the quality 
of your life. 

American Life Resources is a division 


You decide your priorities, we provide 
the resources. It’s that simple. It’s that 
empowering. Call us to see if we can be of 
service to you. 

American Life Resources 

(A Viatical Settlement Company) 

Providing Financial Empowerment. 

1 - 800 - 750-3433 

of National Capital Benefits Corp. 


ONE-ON-ONE 



Networking 


for 


success 


By Per Larson 


W hen it comes to careers 
and business, one distinc- 
tive advantage has served 
gays and lesbians well 
over time: our ability to 
connect with other gays and lesbians 
across class and corporate bound- 
aries. Networking is an essendal skill 
and resource for anyone, gay or 
straight. But in the past few years, 
gays have seen a flowering of fo- 
rums from which to choose. 

The oldest are the gay and lesbian 
business associations; 
among the largest 
are those located in 
New York, Boston, 

Chicago, Philadel- 
phia, Dallas, Los An- 
geles, and San Fran- 
cisco. Formerly these 
groups were made 
up mostly of owners 
of gay-themed retail 
businesses— the bar- 
and-bathhouse 
crowd. Today, how- 
ever, they’re more 
likely to be evenly 
balanced between 
the self-employed and corporate pro- 
fessionals. Their focus has shifted 
from community activities that pro- 
mote member businesses to educa- 
tional and networking programs. 

New York’s concentration of gay 
and lesbian professionals has result- 
ed in the establishment of an organi- 
zation that may offer a window on 
future developments elsewhere: The 
Community Lesbian and Gay Rights 
Institute (CLGRI) acts as a nonprof- 
it incubator not only for business 
groups but also for arts and research 


groups. “This way,” says CLGRI’s 
creator, Tom Smith, “all die groups 
can focus directly on their activities 
without wasting time and money fil- 
ing for separate nonprofit status, as 
long as their programs remain non- 
profit functions.” Overall, however, 
CLGRI’s focus is business education 
and economic development. 

CLGRI’s sister, the Network of 
Business and Professional Organiza- 
tions Inc., is a nonprofit fund-raising 
arm for 15 specialized gay and les- 
bian groups— bankers, accountants, 
nurses, architects, and so on. Just one 
of those groups. 
New York Advertis- 
ing and Communi- 
cations, has about 
1,000 members and 
offers job leads, 
professional news, 
educational forums, 
and an often-used 
directory. 

Such groups are 
not limited to large 
urban areas. New 
York State’s Hud- 
son Valley now 
boasts several gay 
and lesbian busi- 
ness groups, including one in Pough- 
keepsie and one in Westchester. 

At the other end of the spectrum 
is the most advertised phenomenon, 
the national gay and lesbian busi- 
ness expositions. This ’90s version of 
die urban county fair brings togeth- 
er both national straight and local 
gay vendors plying the personal 
touch. The largest, the Second Na- 
tional Gay and Lesbian Business 
and Consumer Expo, took place 
April 29-30 in New York City at the 
Jacob Javits Convention Center. 


My ex-lover and I own 

■ many things in common — 
our apartment, vacation 

® home, furniture — and we 
have no “prenuptial” agreement. 
How do we split this stuff up? 

Maybe you don’t. The 

■ straight “divorce” model is 
to divide everything, but 

■ that often means a loss for 
both of you. Let financial sense, not 
heterosexual tradition, guide you. 

For example, you might investigate 
making one of those properties a 
jointly owned rental — perhaps with 
significant tax benefits. 

If you didn’t make a written 
agreement earlier, you should cer- 
tainly make one now. This is espe- 
cially important if jointly owned as- 
sets have high maintenance costs 
or mortgage payments or can sud- 
denly drop in value. In such a case 
an asset can quickly become a lia- 
bility. If your ex decides to just walk 
away, you’ll have trouble collecting 
his or her share of outstanding bal- 
ances without a contract. 

Just as important is the titling 
decision. Perhaps when you bought 
your properties you simply held 
things “jointly,” but now you proba- 
bly want to spell out who owns how 
much of each asset. Be aware that 
retitling may be considered a tax- 
able transaction by the IRS. 

This turning point is a good time 
to strike a moral and financial bal- 
ance sheet. Did someone put some- 
one else through school? Did one of 
you sacrifice income opportunities 
to the other’s career? Consider 
using a financial or legal adviser to 
help you formulate the right ques- 
tions. Focus on what and how as- 
sets were created rather than sim- 
ply who spent what. 

If you’re having trouble divvying up 
personal possessions, first agree on 
what percentage each of you has 
contributed to the value of the 
whole, then establish a fixed fund of 
credits (e.g., 1,000 credits each, or 
1,200 and 800). Then “auction" the 
items between the two of you using 
those credits. Whoever wants some- 
thing the most will get it. 
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LIPOSUCTION 

FOR MEN S WOMEN 



•CHEST 

•ABDOMEN 

•LEGS 

•LOVE HANDLES 
• DOUBLE CHIN 


AIcq- 

•NOSE *EYES 
•FACE LIFT 
•TUMMY TUCK 
•LASER REMOVAL 
OF TATTOOS AND 
SKIN BLEMISHES 
•LASER TX OF 
SNORING 


LIPOSUCTION LEAVES 
NO VISIBLE SCARS 


DR. SAKS has personally 
performed over 14,000 Surgeries 


•San Pedro • Redondo Beach 

FREE Consultation 

800 - 771-7179 


HIV POSITIVE? 



Cash Now 
For Your Life 
Insurance 


Don’t Wait! 
Exercise Your 
Options 


We put life back into life insurance! 

1 - 800 - 632-0555 

Member NVA 24 hrs. Member NAPWA 


The expos might seem like a good 
opportunity for networking that 
reaches beyond a city or state— and in- 
deed they are. Their usefulness is lim- 
ited, though, because their primary 
orientation is promotional; they’re 
geared to reaching consumers and 
selling products, not building commu- 
nications networks. At times that ori- 
entation has even set them at odds 
with local gay and lesbian business- 
people. For example, last year’s for- 
profit (and now bankrupt) OutLoud 
Lesbian and Gay Cultural and Busi- 
ness Expo in New York scheduled it- 
self within two weeks of the local 
Stonewall Professional and Business 
Association fair, presenting the specter 
of a national for-profit event steam- 
rolling over a nonprofit fund-raiser in- 
tended to benefit local educational 
programs. While expos are useful as 
marketing tools, their value would be 
multiplied if they coordinated and 
complemented what’s going on in the 
lesbian and gay business associations. 

Perhaps future networking will 
take place electronically. National fo- 
rums on the more than 25 gay bul- 
letin boards linked by Gaycom have 
existed long before those offered 
now by CompuServe and America 
Online. With the Internet, we may 
now be seeing the kind of national 
coming-together that also encourages 
local involvement. And that may be a 
winning combination for die success 
of gays and lesbians at all levels. 

Old and gay 

N o one really likes to think 
about getting older. But 
maybe gays and lesbians are 
even less inclined than others 
to give retirement and estate 
planning their due. Pervasive myths 
about gays and lesbians in our later 
years show us in terms of what we 
supposedly don’t have: looks, money, 
friends, health, work, fun, support. 
Perhaps one reason we have held off 
planning is that we’ve lacked a vision 
of an old age worth planning for. 

If anything, however, planning 
may be even more important for us. 
Many of us have no family support to 
fall back on, and our relationships 
are not legally recognized. We need 
a financial safety net and extraordi- 
nary legal safeguards to protect our- 
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selves against a hostile society. How 
do we go about it? 

• Save. Do so as much as you can as 
early as you can. Then husband those 
resources through sound investment. 
Starting early makes it easy; it’s play- 
ing catch-up that’s difficult. 

• Insure. Even if you’re HIV-negative, 
you need portable life and disability 
insurance as well as sound medical 
insurance. Investigate now what 
medicare doesn’t cover; that’ll con- 
vince you to lock in catastrophic cov- 
erage and long-term care insurance. 

• Prevent. Building good health now 
can save you thousands later— and 
pay a bonus of contentment. This in- 
cludes confronting our all-too-preva- 
lent drug and alcohol issues and re- 
pairing the psychological damage 
that discriminadon and internalized 
homophobia have wrought. 

• Plan. If employed, spin out several 
possible scenarios: Will you hit a 
glass ceiling? Will you have opdons 
then— or should you make a move 
now? Can you build alternative skills 
and experience to fall back on? Is 
there a side business you can devel- 
op? If self-employed, would your 
sole proprietorship falter or fail if 
you, the owner, were sick or dying? 
If so, do you have keyman insurance? 
Have you maxed out your tax-free 
retirement contribudons? 

• Secure. Would you want your fami- 
ly to make all the decisions if you 
were hit by a bus and became un- 
conscious? Name a health power of 
attorney and write a living will. 

• Provide. If you have substantial as- 
sets, consider placing them in a trust, 
which is more flexible than a will, 
provides more control while you’re 
alive, and reduces the considerable 
delays and costs of probate for those 
you love. 

Organizations such as Senior Ac- 
tion in a Gay Environment are show- 
ing that many of the myths about 
being old and gay are just as mislead- 
ing as myths about gay life in general. 
You can buy into the myths, or you 
can be richer as you get older— in all 
ways. The choice is yours. 

Larson is a financial adviser for gay 
men and lesbians and for people with 
HIV in New York City. Address 
questions to Your Business, c/o The 
Advocate, 6922 Hollywood Blvd, 

Suite 1000, Los Angeles, CA 90028. 


THERE ARE MANY OF US, GAYS AND LESBIANS, “OUT” HERE. 
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AS A NECKLACE 


IT IS TIME TO LET “THEM” KNOW ... IT’S TIME TO BE COUNTED. 


Living 
Assurance 
from Life 
Insurance 

This is a reprint 
of a letter received 
by Michael Zadoff, 
President of 
Dedicated 
Resources. We 
could not create 
an ad that more 
poignantly 
describes the 
advantages of 
selling your life 
insurance policy 
and the level of 
service you will 
receive when 
you apply to 
Dedicated 
Resources. 
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The Bombay Sapphire Martini. As Arranged by Ulla Darni 


POUR SOMETHING PRICELESS. 

Bombay® Sapphire™ Gin. 47% alc/vol (94 Proof). 100% neutral spirits. ©1994 Carillon Importers. LTD., Teaneck. N.J. 01994 Ulla Darni 
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People 



A O K A A K Author Arthur Laurents reveals the memories 
wdl vvl that light the comers of his mind 



By Larry Kramer 

A t 77, Arthur Laurents has had a magnificent ca- 
reer and a wonderful life. Great screenplays: 
Rope (for Alfred Hitchcock), The Snake Pit (an 
Oscar nomination for Olivia de Havilland), 
Anastasia (an Oscar for Ingrid Bergman), the 
beloved The Way We Were, and The Turning 
Point (an Oscar nomination for Arthur). Groundbreak- 
ing plays: Home of the Brave, A Clearing in the Woods, Invi- 
tation to a March, The Time of the Cuckoo (filmed by David 
Lean as Summertime, with Katharine Hepburn), and the 
historic The Enclave-one of the first plays to deal openly 
and honesdy widi homosexuality. He’s the director of 
such musicals as La Cage aux Folles (gigandc hit) and 
Nick & Nora (huge flop), winning a Tony award for the 
former. Most of all, of course, he’s the author of two of 
the greatest Broadway musicals ever written. West Side 
Story and Gypsy. 

He’s lived with the same man, Tom Hatcher, for more 
than 40 years. He’s lived through the “don’t ask, don’t 
tell” of the ’50s, otherwise known as blacklisdng— the 
Communist witch-hunt, when your life could be ruined 
not so much for telling the truth as for not informing on 
anyone you knew who wasn’t 

Always the scrappy, opinionated tiger, he’s been 
feared for the trudi his mouth spits out whether you 


Laurents (above and 
bottom right) dishes 
about the legends of 
Hollywood and 
Broadway with fellow 
writer Larry Kramer. 
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want to hear it or not. He’s been 
sought, consulted, and worshiped for 
his unerring sense of craft: what 
makes a script work, what’s wrong 
with it, and how to fix it. “What do 
you think, Arthur?” is a question 
producers, directors, and stars still 
besiege him to answer. And I’ll 
wager he still gets more screenwrit- 
ing offers than any other member of 
the Writers Guild. 

I knew him long before I knew 
him. I played the lead in a produc- 
tion of Home of the Brave when I was 
a sophomore at Yale. What an angry, 
gutsy play it is! When or where we 
actually met, I no longer remember. 
It just seems we’ve known each other 
forever, and I’m in awe of him still. I 
admire his life and his mouth and his 
achievements and his courage more 
than I can say. He’s been a role 
model, bodi as a writer and as a gay 
man. His principles have always 
come before his pocketbook, and his 
love for Tom has always come before 
anything, period. 

He could have retired long ago 
and rested in supreme contentment 
on his laurels and his royalties. In- 
stead he’s written three new plays 
(and is working on a fourth). Jolson 
Sings Again, already tried out at the 
Seatde Repertory Theatre, is about 
those wretched years of blacklisting. 
The Radical Mystique, now in re- 
hearsal for an opening in mid June 


at the Manhattan Theatre Club, deals 
with all those fancy liberal-type rah- 
rahs that started when Leonard and 
Felicia Bernstein discovered the 
Black Panthers. The third. My Good 
Name, is about the ’80s and greed. 
I’ve been to readings of all three, 
and they are extraordinary works 
and form a noble capstone to a 
career one can only marvel at. 

Where did this new burst of cre- 
ative energy come from? 

Nick & Nora was the worst experi- 
ence I ever had in the theater, not 
because it failed or the ardsdc prob- 
lems but because I was working 
with three utterly despicable human 
beings. And Tom said to me— he 
knows me so well— he said, “I think 
something good will come from this 
failure.” 

And what it was, it was the end of 
musicals for me. I suddenly thought, 
/ don ’t want to collaborate with anyone. 
I want to be by myself as a writer. And 
two months after Nick & Nora closed, 
I started to write— about the Holly- 
wood witch-hunt, which was seminal 
in my life— and I was writing in a 
way I had never written before. 


Some people 

Clockwise from upper left: Laurents at age 
17 at Cornell University; Jule Styne, Angela 
Lansbury, Laurents, and Stephen Sondheim 
at the London opening of Gypsy; Laurents 
with lover Tom Hatcher in Switzerland in 
1968; the pair in Beverly Hills in the mid 
’60s; Richard Rodgers, Sondheim, and Lau- 
rents at a rehearsal of Do I Hear a Waltz? 


which is the sheer pleasure in sheer 
writing. Anything that happens with 
the plays is gravy. Writing the play is 
the absolute joy. 


This was Jolson Sings Again ? 

The tough thing Jolson Sings Again 
did to me was force me to examine 
my behavior. It’s about a group of 
old friends in the New York theater 
who were all in the Communist 
Party together. They come to Holly- 
wood and become successful. One 
of them, a director, informs. He 
names names. It shows how evil 
spreads. I believe anyone who in- 
formed is evil. At the end what hap- 
pens is, they’re all damaged. I think 
something like that in our history 
damages everybody. Nobody gets 
off. Well, I thought the playwright 
would be on a white horse. He tells 
off the director, but then he goes 
back to New York, where he has fail- 
ures. So he works with the director, 
whom he said he would never work 
with again. 


Who are we talking about? 

No, I don’t want to name them be- 
cause they’ve named themselves. I 
will name them: Arthur Miller and 
Elia Kazan. Arthur Miller stopped 
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speaking to Gadge [Kazan] when 
Gadge informed. Then Arthur Miller 
had a series of failures. And then he 
did AJier the Fall, in which he turned 
on his old left-wing comrades. At one 
dme I would have been very tough 
and cold about that. Now I under- 
stand it’s never that simple. It’s very 
hard to retain your own morality. 

Do you think it destroyed Arthur 
Miller? When I look at his career, 

I think it’s been a very sad one. 
What behavior of yours are you 
talking about? 

You see, 1 realized I had done West 
Side Story and Gypsy with Jerry 
Robbins, knowing he had informed. 
So who am I to point the finger? I 
understood Zero Mostel— who was a 
member of die party, I never was— 
whose career was destroyed by the 
witch-hunt. When Zero did Fiddler 
on the Roof, they said to him, “Jerry 
Robbins is directing. How do you 
feel about him?” He said, “I don’t 
have to have dinner with him.” I 
thought that was a pretty good an- 
swer until somebody said to me, 
“That’s a cop-out.” And I diought, Is 
it or isn ’t it? Do you give up, do you sac- 
rifice your work? I think Jerry, in 
some respects, is brilliant. 

These are themes you tried out — 
out of town, so to speak — 
in The Way We Were. 

It was directed by Sydney 
Pollack, and I got him the 
job. One day he said to me, 

“You know, everybody in 
Hollywood is just so sur- 
prised.” I said, “Why?” He 
said, ‘This is the best love 
story anybody has written 
in years. And you wrote it.” 

I said, “Why are they sur- 
prised?” He said, “You’re a 
homosexual.” I said noth- 
ing. Because I thought. 

You’re such an asshole, what 
can 1 say? 

They fired me, you know. 

Let’s talk about that, since I’ve 
been working for the same lady 
and, as you know, my services 
have also been, shall we say, put 
on hold for the moment in favor of 
some Hollywood hack. 

Well, 1 1 writers fucked around with 
The Way We Were before they called 


me back. They’d started shooting, 
and they were in trouble. What they 
were trying to do was build up 
Robert Redford’s part I said to Syd- 
ney, “Don’t misunderstand this, but 
you’re in love with Bob Redford. I 
don’t mean homosexually, but he is 
the blond Aryan you would give 
every ball you have to be. Be careful. 
Don’t try to throw the picture to him, 
because it’s her picture no matter 
what you do.” 

The movie worked because of the 
chemistiy. I think it’s the only time 
Redford’s been sexual on the 
screen— and it’s because Streisand’s a 
veiy sensual creature. 

You discovered Barbra. 

Yes, I was directing a musical, the 
first one I directed: I Can Get It for 
You Wholesale. There was a part for a 
50-year-old spinster. One day this 
girl came in, in these bizarre thrift- 
shop clothes. She was 19. She started 
to sing, and I thought. My God I’ve 
never heard anything like this! And I 
kept her singing. She started out 
with a very little part that got bigger 
and bigger every time she opened 
her mouth to sing. Every night of re- 
hearsal and out of town, Merrick 
wanted me to fire her. 

David Merrick, the “legendary” pro- 
ducer. God, nobody even 
knows who he was now! 

That should tell you some- 
thing about producers. He 
said, “She’s so unattractive,” 
and she was not a smash 
out of town. She also had 
to be controlled. She didn’t 
care what anybody else did. 
She knew she was going to 
be a star right then and 
there, and she made sure 
you knew. When she was a 
success, I helped her with 
her nightclub act at the 
Blue Angel, and I brought 
Steve Sondheim to hear her. He 
didn’t like her voice at all. And she 
didn’t like his music. Now you 
couldn’t get a piece of paper be- 
tween the two of them, they’re 
so close. 

She also fell in love with her lead- 
ing man, Elliott Gould. I was sort of 
their godfather. They were adorable. 
They were so sweet together. She 
was very naive. In a draft of The Way 


I said to Sydney 
Pollack, “Don’t 
misunderstand 
this, but you’re 
in love with Bob 
Redford. I don’t 
mean homosex- 
ually, but he is 
the blond Aryan 
you would give 
every ball you 
have to be.” 
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We Were, Barbra picked up on the 
fact that the girl never used a four- 
letter word until she got to Holly- 
wood. Barbra never did either. Never. 
She was sort of a prude. 

Do you think Barbra’s an example 
of someone who became tmly and 
legitimately beautiful as she grew 
into her persona? 

Yes, but I also think conventions 
changed. In those days if you didn’t 
look like Grace Kelly, you were a dog. 
Now Grace Kelly would have a tough 
time, because she’s rather ordinary. 

You’re one of those writers who are 
legendary for being able to pinpoint 
what’s wrong in a play or script and 
how to fix it. 

That doesn’t mean they listen. Barbra 
wanted me to do A Star Is Bom. I 
didn’t want to because I loved the 
original. Not Judy Garland. Janet 
Gaynor— that’s the good one. I told 
her she should play the other part 

The man’s? Norman Maine? 

Yes, switch it. What was the point of 
doing it again? It would have been 
fascinating. 

I found, working with her, that 
she’s incredibly smart in a very 
instinctive way. 

The sweetest and saddest thing: One 
day she called me up and said, “Give 
me a list of books to read.” So I gave 
her this list, and on it was a book by 
Solzhenitsyn. So he won the Nobel 
prize. She called me up: “Hey, your 
guy won.” So I asked her, “Did you 
read his book?” She said no. I asked, 
“Did you read any of the books on 
the list?” She said no. I said, “Why 
not?” She said, “It’s like climbing a 
mountain. I know Til never get to the 
top.” Interesting and sad. 

But honest. How many stars would 
say that? Everybody would pretend. 

I discovered early on that she wants 
you to tell her what you think. She 
doesn’t like to be yessed. That’s 
also a rare quality out there. I want 
to get back to my favorite subject, 
homosexuality. How old were you 
when you went to Hollywood? 
Twenty-seven, I think. I went out to 
write The Snake Pit in 1947. 

What was gay life like then? 
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Well, quite soon after I went out 
there, I had a love affair. 

With Farley Granger? 

I don’t know whether he’ll be 
pleased to have that appear in print. 
We lived together for about 
four years. He was under 
contract to Sam Goldwyn, 
whose atdtude was very in- 
teresting. One day Frances 
Goldwyn, Sam’s wife, invit- 
ed me to tea. She said, “You 
know, you’re Farley’s best 
friend. I would like to ask a 
favor. He takes out Miss 
Shelley Winters in public. 

We don’t care about what 
he does in private. But Miss 
Winters is too old and too 
vulgar for him. And if he insists on 
taking out a girl, could he please 
take out Ann Blyth?” She was a 
sweet litde thing also under contract 
to Goldwyn. 

I know who Ann Blyth was. 

That was their attitude. The studios 
never cared what happened in private. 


I’d met George Cukor in the 
Army, and we became friends. He 
had a very fancy house, and he’d in- 
vite me to two kinds of parties. 
Garbo, Hepburn, Maria Montez 
bringing a leopard in, Cary Grant— 
you name it— drat was those 
parties. Then he would in- 
vite me to dinner with four 
people: George, an obvious 
trick, an old queen whom 
he was loyal to, and me for 
conversation. 

He invited me to a few of 
those. He was an old man 
by then, and it was embar- 
rassing. 

It was embarrassing when 
he was young. After a while 
I began to resent it, and I wouldn't 
go. Later I found out that he had an- 
other kind of party, where they 
played pornos. 1 didn’t even know 
they existed in those days. And he 
had every glamorous trick, hustler, 
masseur... I’ll tell you another story 
about arriving in Hollywood. God, 
Tm really telling tales! 


After this interview, publishers are 
going to be lining up with offers for 
you to write your autobiography. 

At the studio I ran into an old 
friend of mine, a writer who shall be 
nameless. He wrote Myra Breckin- 
ridge. He said to me, “They have the 
most wonderful hustlers in this 
town. They’re all straight, and they’ll 
do anything, and they’re only $25.” 
So I said, “Well, actually. Gore, 
that’s not my scene, but thank you.” 
So I went back to the Chateau Mar- 
mont, and there was a costume de- 
signer named Miles White. He said 
to me, “Oh, they have the most 
wonderful hustlers in this town. 
They’re all straight, they’re gor- 
geous, they’ll do anything, and 
they’re $50.” I said, “Gore said they 
were $25.” He said, ‘That’s because 
he has them before 6 o’clock.” 

You once told me that you slept 
with Tyrone Power. 

What is this? 1 didn’t sleep with him. 

You did it standing up? 

We didn’t do it standing up. But we 


George Cukor 
would invite me 
to dinner with 
four people: 
George, an ob- 
vious trick, an 
old queen whom 
he was loyal to, 
and me for 
conversation. 
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certainly didn’t do it asleep. The end. 
Yes, once we did. 

Was he known to be gay? 

Oh, absolutely. It didn’t matter 
whether you were straight or gay or 
bisexual. If a new attractive person 
came to town, the other stars felt 
free to call up and say, “Come on 
over and let’s fuck.” And they did. 
They all did. They had parties where 
diey all did it and took pictures. Hol- 
lywood then was very sexual. It is 
not now. Now it’s grosses. 

There were a lot of lesbian pres- 
ences then too. What were the 
women like? Jane Wyman, Barbara 
Stanwyck — 

Janet Gaynor, Jean Arthur. Every- 
body knew and didn’t know. I re- 
member a New Year’s Eve party at 
Sam Spiegel’s where you walked in 
and Jennifer Jones was sitting on 
David Selznick’s lap, and he was 
nursing her breast. That’s the only 
way I can put it. 

Nursing her breast? Sucking her tit? 


Yes, right in the entry hall. And in 
one side in the comer was an actor 
standing up fucking a starlet. And 
people were saying, “Hello, how are 
you? Have a drink! Oh, what a good 
party!” People worked very hard, 
and they played very hard. The only 
thing they didn’t do hard was think. 

You were writing plays all this time 
too. I can still remember how 
moved I was by The Enclave. 

Frank Rich interviewed me recendy 
for The New York Times, and he said 
he’d read it and was astonished. 

How good it was and how well it 
stands up? 

Yes. 

You bought this house with the 
money from West Side Story ? 

No, the money from Gypsy. Did I tell 
you how I happened to do Gypsyl 
Jerry Robbins and I had a falling- 
out on West Side Story. 

It’s a wonder you guys are still talk- 
ing to each other. I’ve heard of so 


many fallings-out over the years. 

Well, we barely talk, but we do. He’s 
veiy difficult, let’s put it mildly. 

He picked me up once, when I was 
a kid. It was the meanest fuck I 
think I’ve ever experienced. And 
every time I saw him after that, he 
pretended not to recognize me. 

He’s cruel. Anyway, he wouldn’t do 
Gypsy without me. I said, “Well, it’s 
amusing, but it’s not for me.” I was 
too grand for any of that trash— 
Gypsy Rose Lee’s memoirs. Then 
one day I was at a cocktail party. 
Everybody was getting smashed: Liz 
Smith and a lot of people of that ilk. 
You can define ilk any way you 
want. We all got to talking about our 
first loves, and one girl said, “My first 
lover was Gypsy Rose Lee’s mother.” 
That interested me. 

Rose was a dyke? 

So was Gypsy. It’s all in June 
Havoc’s book. 

Mother and daughter both lesbians? 

They used to have cocktail parties 
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together and invite other lesbians. 
To make money. 

To have drinks or to fuck? 

No, it was a meeting place. The girl 
told me another story: Rose had a 
big fight with a hotel manager be- 
cause she put too many people in 
her room. So she pushed him out 
the window and killed him. How can 
you resist doing a musical based on 
a woman like that? 

Of all the Gypsys — 

Tyne. 

Tyne Daly was the best? 

For me. 

Better than Ethel Merman? 

Merman had this glorious voice, but 
she really wasn’t much of an actress. I 
was interviewed after Tyne made this 
big triumph, and I said, “I think if 
Merman had done it today, she 
wouldn’t get by. They would say she 
could sing it, but she really didn’t 
know what the hell she was playing.” 
Well Tom was walking along Sixth 
Avenue shortly after this interview 
appeared, and some old queen 
screamed at him, “Disgrace! Disgrace! 
Tell him he’s a disgrace!” Because I 
had denigrated the great Merman. 

Was she an unhappy lady? 

Yes. She had no sexuality. She was a 
broad. With Tyne and Jonathan 
Hadaiy, you could play the sexuality. 

What about Angela Lansbury? I 
thought she was wonderful too. 

I have to say, I thought all three 
were wonderful. 

Merman would say, “It says here, ‘Do 
it fast.’ That’s what Fm doing. It says 
here, ‘Louder.’ ” That was the way 
you got the performance out of her. 

Angie was marvelous. There was 
one thing— every time we had a dis- 
agreement, she’d say, “I’m sorry. I 
forget the woman is stupid.” And 
Angie is a very smart, intelligent lady. 

Are you surprised by her unbeliev- 
able success on television? 

No, because there’s something about 
Angie that is incredibly lovable. 

Why were you so unhappy with the 
TV version with Bette Midler? 

It was styleless. And the director. 
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Emile Ardolino, was afraid of Bette. 
So were the two producers. And I 
once said to the three of them, “You 
have six balls, and she has more.” 
And it’s true. And she, who to this 
day I think could play it, was so 
scared of the part, she fell back on 
her own tricks, devices, and shtick. 
She wasn’t Rose. If you watch her do 
“Everything’s Coming Up Roses,” it’s 
Norma Desmond gone mad. 

Dare we say anything about Ros- 
alind Russell in the movie version? 

The less said, the better. We can say 
she wore black-and-white pumps, 
and that’s about it Natalie Wood was 
good. Karl Malden was unspeakable. 

What do you think about the new 
film version of La Cage aux FolleS? 

I’ll be interested to see how they 
handle it My version was very asex- 
ual deliberately. I got criticized by 
the gays. Well I thought that to have 
two men sing a love song and hold 
hands and kiss onstage in a musical 
was a big step. 

Jerry Herman’s a love. So’s Harvey 
Fierstein. 

They are. That was a glorious experi- 
ence. We all got on marvelously. At 
the end of every performance, 
straight people would get up ap- 
plauding two men dancing off to- 
gether into the sunset. I thought that 
was an accomplishment 

A great accomplishment. I’m so 
thrilled that Greg Louganis’s book 
is number one. 

Even right now when you say it I 
get chills. It is thrilling. The book 
brought tears to my eyes. 

One great thing about this book is 
that everyone connected with it is 
gay: Greg; Eric Marcus, who helped 
him write it; Mitchell Ivers, their edi- 
tor at Random House; and Jed Mat- 
tes, their agent, who put the whole 
thing together from the beginning. 
Why have so few of our gay writers 
and artists dealt with gay themes? 
Why doesn’t Steve Sondheim write 
a gay musical? Why doesn’t Jerome 
Robbins choreograph a gay ballet? 
All the guys Jerry’s fucked over the 
years, it’s almost hypocritical of 
him as an artist not to have ever 
dealt with gay themes. 


Tuaca 


smooth 
“toowaakka” 
just ask for it 


Unmistakably 
Italian: 6*2” 


Smooth, seeks 


authentic David. 

to share 

“la dolce vita”. 



try it as a shot, 


try it with a new date, 


try It with your hat on, 


try it chilled, 


try it with someone you 


don’t know, yet 



Call 1-800-238-4373 to send a gift 
of Tuaca. where legal. Tuaca Liqueur. 
35% Ale. / Vo 1 . Imported by Hiram Walker 
& Sons. Inc., Farmington Hills, MI ©1995. 
Before you celebrate, designate. 


Copyrighted material 


Most of the works that I have seen in 
the theater— and please don’t ask me 
to name them— that have been gay I 
have not liked because they have 
been limited in their depiction of 
gays as sort of camps who make a lot 
of jokes and talk about dick. There 
has to be a story; there have to be 
characters. What makes this story 
special? Why is The Way We Were a 
good love stoiy? 

I don’t think that answers my ques- 
tion. Steve is in love now and is 
having a happy relationship. Why 
does he write something like Pas- 
sion and not something about him 
and Peter, who is very much 
younger? 

Now, there you are. That’s the way 
to approach it. This is a man who 
quite late in life suddenly falls in 
love. That’s fascinating. Why doesn’t 
he want to do it? Ask him. But you 
made my point for me. It’s what is 
the special nature of this situation. 
Which happens to be between two 
gays. It’s ridiculous to say that a situ- 
ation concerning two gays is the 


same as concerning two straights. It 
isn’t. But it isn’t enough to say, “I 
want to do something about two 
gays.” You want to say, “Look what’s 
happened to me.” And I think most 
people don’t want to say what hap- 
pened to them. 

Why? 

I think it’s a hangover of 
“Gay is not beautiful.” A put- 
down. I don’t want a bunch 
of queens cavorting around 
the stage. I’m being crude 
here, but you don’t write 
about just being gay. 

I’ve known you and Tom 
for so long; it’s always 
been a very moving rela- 
tionship for me to watch. 

You’ve always had an un- 
believable oneness of 
being there for each other. When 
a relationship works well for a 
writer, the lover really becomes 
a part of that talent. 

It’s absolutely true for me, and I 
know it’s true for you. I don’t think 


it’s that common. I just think we’re 
terribly fortunate. He is more to me 
than he ever was, and I’m happier 
than I ever was. 

That sort of puts paid to the argu- 
ment that you’ve got to 
be miserable to write. 

Yes. All you need is memoiy. 

I would like to end on your 
own very quiet generosity 
to gay causes through the 
Laurents Foundation. I 
know you don’t like to talk 
about it, but I just feel it 
should be acknowledged. 

It was Tom who said to 
me some years ago, “Listen, 
instead of giving bits and 
pieces of money here and 
there, why don’t you give 
as much as you can to the 
one thing you care about?” I said, 
“Well, I care about gay causes.” 
That’s it. I care about the theater, 
but a lot of people do that. I think 
we have to support each other. 
That’s all. That’s all. • 


Most of the gay 
worts I’ve seen 
in the theater 
I have not liked 
because they 
have been lim- 
ited in their 
depiction of 
gays as sort 
of camps who 
make a lot of 
jokes and talk 
about dick. 
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Gonzalez-Torres exhibit through May 10, 
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Reviewed by Robert Atkins 


T he Guggenheim is the last of 
New York’s major museums— 
save for the venerable Metro- 
politan— to get into contempo- 
rary art in a big way. But Thomas 
Krens, its controversial director, 
seems hell-bent on making up for 
lost time. Witness the unprecedent- 


ed offerings currently oc- 
cupying the museum’s en- 
tire Frank Lloyd Wright- 
designed spiral: two large 
mid-career retrospectives 
by openly gay artists 
whose primary subject 
matter is AIDS. 

The artists, Ross Bleck- 
ner and Felix Gonzalez- 
Torres, offer the proverbial study in 
contrasts. The former makes large, 
waxy-surfaced paintings that engage 
the history of abstraction or evoke 


those lost to AIDS via (at- 
tempted) sublimity. The 
latter makes conceptual ob- 
jects and billboards that 
evoke the chaos of public- 
arid personal— history. Less 
is more for Gonzalez- 
Torres, while more is rarely 
enough for Bleckner. To- 
gether they stake out the 
boundaries of mainstream contem- 
porary art: grand manner painting 
saturated in history versus self-effac- 
ing, minimal gestures highly subject 
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Ross Bleckner 
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Home 

entertainment 



David Mixner 


Reading: The History of Warfare 
by John Keegan, which outlines a 
pattern of warfare that hopefully will 
help us prevent future wars. No Or- 
dinary Time, about the Roosevelts, 
by Doris Kearns Goodwin. Greg 
Louganis's Breaking the Surface, 
which gives me courage and 
strength. And Pablo Neruda’s Cap- 
tain's Verses, my favorite book of 
romantic poetry, which I’ve read 
over and over. I alternate between 
books, depending on my mood. 

Listening: This Mortal Coil. Their 

sound is bizarre, kinky, and wonder- 
ful, especially the track called 
“Tarantula." I also like Deep Forest, 
which is sort of a combination of 
New Age disco with primitive sounds 
from the rain forest. And Melissa 
Etheridge’s Yes I Am. I think she’s 
extremely romantic. I like her music; 

I just sort of feel I’m being rocked in 
the cradle by it. 

Watching: The Madness of King 
George and Boys on the Side. I loved 
them both. I’m a Whoopi Goldberg 
fan, and The Madness of King 
George reminded me of our own gov- 
ernment. I think the word madness 
applies. The dialogue that's going 
on leaves a lot to be desired. And 
there’s a real absence of leadership 
across the board. 


to viewer interpretation. 

Bleckner caught New Yorkers’ at- 
tention in the early ’80s with shim- 
mering, op art-derived stripes and 
old masterish images of light dra- 
matically emerging from darkness. 
He used oil glazes to create lumi- 
nosity, in the process reviving tech- 
niques rarely seen in 20th-century 
American painting. Rejecting New 
York School stickiness and opacity, 
Bleckner opted instead for translu- 
cence and atmosphere, the soulfully 
dreamy and meditative. With his 
mid-’80s canvases of urns, funereal 
flower arrangements, and star-shot 
skies, he found a subject suited to 
his style— the unnatural spectacle of 
premature death by AIDS. 

Bleckner has his supporters 
and detractors, and this exhi- 
bition seems to have increased 
the ranks of the latter— not 
only because Bleckner’s incon- 
sistent emotional pitch some- 
times yields mawkish canvases 
that should have been weeded 
out of this far-too-large show, 
but also because of the deaf- 
ening Warholesque hype that 
surrounds him. This exhibition 
was preceded by a barrage of 
puff pieces in magazines such 
as Vanity Fair, New York, and 
Out that focused not on Bleck- 
ner’s work but on the artist- 
socialite’s chic digs (he owns 
Truman Capote’s former Long 
Island house), chic collectors 
(Dolly Parton, Julian Schna- 
bel), and chic “sponsors” 
(David Geffen, Hugo Boss). 

But following the preshow 
blather (and a series of “open- 
ing night” parties that captivat- 
ed New York’s social climes for a 
week), critics trashed the exhibition. 
New York Times critic Michael Kim- 
melman, for instance, described vari- 
ous Bleckner paintings as “dull, 
pointless, greasy, finicky, and way 
over the top.” 

Bleckner inadvertently proved (yet 
again) that the art world is a snob- 
bish place with little tolerance for 
flashy, industry-style excess. An artist 
who’s been around as long as Bleck- 
ner should know that a publicist 
who never stops working the phones 
is less important than a curator who 
can save you from yourself. 

Bleckner’s show has also had the 


unfortunate effect of overshadowing 
Gonzalez-Torres’s provocative ef- 
fort. The Cuban-born artist’s subde, 
minimalist style demands plenty 
from viewers, who frequently must 
fill in the blanks to complete the 
works. In the late ’80s Gonzalez- 
Torres’s first New York shows of- 
fered black prints featuring cryptic 
white time-line texts running along 
the bottom. The entries spanned the 
public and private realms. One unti- 
ded photostat from 1987 alludes to 
AIDS and genocide, civil rights and 
good times: “Alabama 1964. .. 
Safer Sex 1985. ..Disco Donuts 

1979. . Cardinal O’Connor 1987... 
Klaus Barbie 1944. ..Napalm 

1972.. .C.O.D.” 


Conzalez-Torres recognizes that 
history, like identity, is constructed; 
it’s an ideological creation. The 
nonchronological entries and these 
works’ ample blank spaces encour- 
age viewers to project their own his- 
tories— or herstories— onto them. He 
applied this format to his first public 
artwork, a 1989 billboard on Chris- 
topher Street commemorating key 
events in gay history for the 20th an- 
niversary of the Stonewall rebellion. 
Since then Gonzalez-Torres has pro- 
duced numerous billboards; among 
the most moving is a black-and- 
white photo of an empty, rumpled 
bed, referring to the death of his 



Felix Gonzalez-Torres’s Untitled (Northl, 1993 
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lover in 1991. (The current show in- 
cludes a billboard project featuring a 
grainy black-and-white photo of a 
bird set against an autumnal sky.) 

If Gonzalez-Torres’s works de- 
mand a lot from viewers, they also re- 
ward them— and I mean that literally. 
Prominendy featured at the Guggen- 
heim are his “candy spills” and 
“stacks.” The piles of wrapped hard 
candies are portraits of people in a 
color that evokes them and in spills 
that correspond to their weight. The 
stacks are piles of prints. Some bear 
words and/or images, including one 
that chronicles actual deaths through 
captioned photos. Paired stacks cou- 
ple prints that read “somewhere bet- 
ter than this place” and “nowhere 
better than this place.” Viewers are 
invited to take both candy and prints. 

Curiously, the most effective works 
in the show are among the most 
coded, the least direct. Untitled 
(Chemo) (1991) is a plastic-beaded 
curtain that seems to lightheartedly 
evoke pop culture, pot smoking, and 
’60s kitsch. Stepping through the 
curtain, feeling it drag across your 
body, then nodcing its tide is an un- 
settling experience. But why should 
art necessarily be immediately acces- 
sible? Gonzalez-Torres calls two 
identical clocks hanging side by side 
Untitled (Perfect Lovers) (1991). It’s a 
potent reminder that for many, time 
has run out. 

Rim 

French graffiti 

Wild Reeds directed by Andre Techine 
(Strand Releasing) 

Reviewed by Emanuel Levy 


O f all national cinemas, the 
French have probably produced 
the most lyrical and perceptive 
movies about children. Francois 
Truffaut made a spectacular director- 
ial debut with The 400 Blows (1959), 
a personal film that launched the 
French New Wave. And Louis Malle 
has directed two of the genre’s very 
best: Murmur of the Heart (1971), 
which dealt with incest, and the 
Oscar-nominated Au Revoir les En- 
fants (1988). 

Now comes Wild Reeds ( Les 
Roseaux Sauvages ), Andre Techine’s 
poignantly touching coming-of-age 


THE PENGUIN BOOK OF 


INTERNATIONAL GAY 
WRITING 



Through Twenty-Five 
Centuries and from 
All Corners of the World, 
the Gay Male Experience 
in Literature 

■■ EDITED BY MARK MITCHELL ■■ 
INTRODUCTION BY DAVID LEAVITT 

“In smooth and subtle translations, 
the 46 selections explore the relationships 
gay men have with friends, lovers, 
family members and themselves.” 

- Booklist 

“A riotous party... the party of 
twenty-five centuries.” 

-David Leavitt in his introduction 
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best-sellers 

A top-ten list 
of music purchased 
by gays and lesbians 



1. St. Paul Chamber Orchestra and vari- 
ous artists, Sensual Classics, Too 
(Teldec/Wamer, $19.98) 

2 . Freda Payne, Eartha Kitt, et al„ Gay 
Happening 2 (ZYX, $20.98) 

3 . The Black and People of All Colors 
Lesbian and Gay Gospel Choir, 
Lavender Light (Lavlight, $14.99) 

4 . Divine, Sylvester, Culture Club, et al.. 
Glad to Be Gay (Spy, $21.98) 

5 . Pet Shop Boys, Bronski Beat, et al., 
Glad to Be Gay 2 (Spy, $21.98) 

6 . Pansy Division, Deflowered (Lookout, 
$13.98) 

7 . Doug Stevens & the Outband, Out in 
the Country! Longhorn Productions, 
$15.98) 

8 . Pussy Tourette, All My Misery 
(Feather Boa, $14.99) 

9 . Tracey Ullman, The Best of Tracey 
Ullman (Rhino, $14.99) 

10 . Various artists, Gay Anthems 
(Almighty, $27.98) 



]fid 

bes 


ideo 
est-sellers 


Lists of the top 
video picks 
of gays and lesbians 


Men 

1. The Art of Touch II: A Taoist Erotic 
Massage in 3-D (Greenwood/Cooper, 
$24.95) 

2. London Knights 3-D (Alluvial Enter- 
tainment, $24.95) 

3. Erotic Choices: An Explicit Guide to 
Gay Sex (Greenwood/Cooper, $39.95) 


Women 

1. Claire of the Moon (Fox Lorber, $29.95) 

2. Salmonberries (Leora Rims, $29.95) 

3. Well Sexy Women: A Lesbian Woman's 
Guide to Safer Sex (Greenwood/ 
Cooper, $24.95) 


General 

1. Maurice (Facets, $19.98) 

2. Gay Games IV From AtoQ (In the 
Life, $19.95) 

3. Without You I'm Nothing (MP\, $19.98) 

Information based on sales of CDs and videos as of 
April 4. 1995, at A Different Light bookstores in New 
York City. San Francisco, and West Hollywood, Calif. 


saga, which most deservedly won the 
1994 Cesar (French Oscar) for Best 
Picture. With its universal themes 
and bold approach to sexual politics, 
peppered with Gallic charm and 
American pop music, this film— a sort 
of French American Graffiti— should 
please both straight 
and gay audiences. 

Set in 1962, at the 
end of the Algerian 
War, the stoiy centers 
on the inner turmoil 
of a trio of young- 
sters at a boarding 
school. Francois 
(Gael Morel), a sensi- 
tive boy and the di- 
rector’s alter ego, is 
beginning to explore 
his sexuality and 
finds himself attract- 
ed to Serge (Ste- 
phane Rideau), his 
macho, working-class 
classmate. 

A brief sexual inci- 
dent between them in the dorm 
confuses Francois, but for Serge it’s 
just a one-time release of unbear- 
able sexual tension. Serge is attract- 
ed to Maite (Elodie Bouchez), the 
pretty daughter of Mme. Alvarez 
(Michele Moretti), their severe 
teacher— though Maite is in love 
with Francois. 

Into the boys’ world comes Henri 
(Frederic Gomy), a militant French- 
Algerian boy whose radical politics 
throw the school into turbulence. 
(Wild Reeds is wonderfully precise in 
chronicling how political ideas creat- 
ed bitterly opposing camps over Al- 
giers’s independence, literally tearing 
the country apart.) 

Unfolding as a series of interlock- 
ing vignettes, the film contains many 
moments that are at once painful 
and droll. In one touching scene 
Francois stands in front of a mirror, 
repeating over and over, as if to con- 
vince himself, “I am a faggot.” In an- 
other he storms into the town’s shoe 
store, whose owner is known to be 
gay, and shocks the bewildered man 
with a direct question about his ori- 
entation. 

Defving nostalgia, Techine looks at 
the past through the prism of the 
present, which explains why some of 
die characters’ values seem anachro- 
nistic. For example, when Francois 


confides in Maite that he’s gay, she 
says she doesn’t care, an attitude 
somehow too liberal for its dme. 

But Techine is very good at ex- 
ploring “tiny” personal flashes that 
assume larger meaning when placed 
in a historical context. In the film’s 


last and most important sequence, a 
picnic by the river, all four characters 
are forced to come to terms with 
their inner crises and emerging iden- 
tities. In a masterly stroke, with a rest- 
lessly swirling camera, Techine cap- 
tures that crucial moment in life diat 
dramatically signals the end of inno- 
cence. That moment, among many 
odiers, places Wild Reeds among die 
great international films about com- 
ing-of-age— and coming out. 

Love hurts 

Love and Human Remains directed by 
Denys Arcand (Sony Pictures Classics) 

Reviewed by Farrell P. McManus 


D irector Denys Arcand’s latest 
film is a postmodern examina- 
tion of sexuality in the tradi- 
tion of sex, lies, and videotape 
and Exotica, As we approach the mil- 
lennium, these films have tried to 
grapple with the increasing problem 
of sex melding with violence in our 
media-saturated world. 

Adapted from Brad Fraser’s two- 
act play. Love and Human Remains 
shows a world in which isolation and 
confusion seem to dominate the 
modem quest for relationships. The 
film follows the lives of seven people. 



Where the boys are: Morel and Rideau in Wild Reeds 
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all of whom are trying to struggle 
through this sexual new world order. 
David (Thomas Gibson) and Candy 
(Ruth Marshall) are roommates and 
former lovers. A washed-up sitcom 
actor fearful of trying to make a 
comeback, David is not only profes- 
sionally but also emotionally and so- 
cially stymied. Candy has grown tired 
of failed relationships. Apparently still 
very much in love with David despite 
his avowed homosexuality, she has 
also started to wonder about her own 
sexuality. Robert (Rick Roberts) and 
Jerri (Joanne Vannicola), a bartender 
and a teacher, respectively, are bodi 
interested in Candy. Their meeting in 
Candy’s living room provides a comic 
interlude in an otherwise dismal look 
at modem relationships. David, mean- 
while, is being pursued by Kane 
(Matthew Ferguson), a curious young 
busboy. David also finds support and 
friendship from Benita (Mia Kirsh- 
ner), a dominatrix/psychic, and Ber- 
nie (Cameron Bancroft), a clean-cut 
but ultimately troubled young fellow. 

Gibson, whom TV fans know from 
the PBS miniseries Tales oj the City as 
well as CBS’s current Chicago Hope, 


SONY PICTURES CLASSICS 



Dazed and confused: Gibson and Bancroft 
in Love and Human Remains 


displays charm and sincerity, bringing 
personal depth to what could have 
been a stereotypical portrayal by a 
lesser actor. Kirshner, an Exotica alum, 
is a real standout. Her sessions with 
“clients” look as much like perfor- 
mance art as they do prostitution. 
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27 of our 
literary elite 
remember 
John Preston 
with interviews, 
essays and 
personal 
reminiscences. 

, Richard Kasak 
Books, l4087/$23.95 
he 


Nominated for a 
Lambda Literary 
Award. Preston’s 
forthright discussion 
of sex, why it’s 
important, worth 
looking at, and — 
sometimes — 
very funny. 

Richard Kasak Books, 
9266/$ 1 2.95 


Available from America’s Largest Lesbian & Gay Bookseller 

ADIFFERENT LIGHT BOOKSTORE 

NEW YORK: 151 W 19th Street • SAN FRANCISCO: 489 Castro Street 
WEST HOLLYWOOD: 8853 Santa Monica Boulevard 
DAILY 10 AM-MIDNIGHT • BOOKS BY MAIL/CATALOG: 1-800-343-4002 

Mail to: A DIFFERENT LIGHT MAILORDER* 1 53 West 19th Street, New York, NY 1001 1 

□ My Life As a Pomographer @ $ 1 2.95 $ 

□ Looking for Mr. Preston @ $23.95 $ 

Subtotal $ 

CA only tax @ 7.50% $ 

Shipping/handling $ 5.00 

NY only tax @ 8.25% $ 

TOTAL $ 
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affirmative guide to 
your life to the fullest 


SOLLA 


“Mark de Solla Price 
has made a valuable 
contribution to the 
world of HIV/AIDS. 

Offers inspiration by shedding 
a positive focus on one of 
life’s greatest challenges. 

I highly recommend it.” 

— Marianne Williamson 

“An excellent 
resource to help you 

find your path and live 
your life to the fullest.” 

— Bernie Siegel, M.D. 
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The National 
Latino/a 
Lesbian & Gay 
Organization 

We invite you to join ns and help us 
“Build Community" 
in Washington, BC., May 25-29, 1995 
at our national conference 
"El Tercer Encuentro Nacional" 
For more info, call 202.544.0092 

The Tercer Encuentro Nacional promises to be the largest and 
most exciting gathering ever of giay and lesbian Latino/as, their 
families and friends. "Building eighth 

year of community building and leadership empowerment. National 
LLEGO strives to provide a forum for awareness, understanding 
and recognition of a broader People of Color Community, which 
includes formulating and sustaining a positive image of the Latino/ 
a gay and lesbian community. 
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Having been a play, the film is 
often dialogue-heavy— a real shame, 
given the strange beauty of its exteri- 
ors of flashing neon light set against 
dirty streets and blocks of empty 
buildings. When Love and Human Re- 
mains makes use of its urban setting, 
it provides a bleak urban landscape 
similar to the lives of its characters: 
exciting but dark, with a real threat 
of violence at any moment. 

Arcand’s past films, such as 1986’s 
Decline of the American Empire and 
1989’s Jesus of Montreal, have been 
noted for their heavy exploration of 
sexuality, but this time homosexuality 
is as prominent as heterosexuality. As 
for Fraser’s screenplay, it seems too 
bent on neatly tying everything up 
with a big, pretty bow. Considering 
how thought-provoking and fascinat- 
ing most of the film is, it deserves 
better than a happy ending. 

Music 

Out house 

Frankie Knuckles, Welcome to the Real 
World (Virgin) 

Reviewed by Barry Walters 


U nless mind-numbing, bass- 
heavy, snooze-inducing instru- 
mentals are your thing, you may 
have noticed during your last 
dance-floor excursion that house 
music isn’t in the best shape these 
days. The problem with most main- 
stream black pop has now affected 
soul-based club grooves: There are 
few great songs anymore, and the 
typical credibility-obsessed DJ isn’t 
interested in playing them. 

While much of the world has 
turned to Euro-techno-hi-NRG pop 
for propulsive beats, Frankie 
Knuckles— the gay African-American 
father of house music, remixer ex- 
traordinaire, and DJ at New York’s 
homo-intensive Sound Factory Bar— 
has stayed true to his sultry 
R&B/dance roots. While his first 
album. Beyond the Mix, employed 
several minor singers. Welcome to the 
Real World showcases one major, 
major voice— the woman who earns 
the name Adeva. 

Although the New Jersey vocalist 
has had several Top 40 hits in the 
U.K., Adeva has remained largely 
unknown in America outside the 
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Secluded resort and guesthouse. 
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gay house ghetto, and her albums 
have suffered in comparison to her 
extended singles, some remixed by 
Knuckles himself. This gutsy alto’s 
lung power is considerable and her 
delivery assertive, even aggressive. 
She’s the perfect example of how 
church-trained black women in 
dance music are employed to articu- 
late the earthly desires and spiritual 
anxieties of gay men, and her new 
status as producer Knuckles’s 
mouthpiece drives the point home. 
She’s no puppet but an actress play- 
ing what is essentially a gay role. 
Her lusty wails and pained groans 
are fitting emotional corollaries to 
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Earthy and heavenly: Knuckles, Adeva 


the experience of being queer and 
confronted by life in the ’90s. 

Knuckles gives Adeva several styles 
to play with: disco-shaded house, 
R&B balladry, roof-raising gospel, 
new jill swing. The quality of the 
tunes, the classiness of the arrange- 
ments, and the distinctiveness of 
Adeva’s voice allow Knuckles to 
segue effortlessly from genre to 
genre. Even when making some con- 
cessions to mainstream radio, he 
gives the grooves the emotional in- 
tensity of gay-club sound tracks: The 
slow-jam love song to a departed 
friend, ‘Tell Me Why,” and a faithful 
reading of Gladys Knight and the 
Pips’ “You’re Number One (In My 
Book)” have little to do with die cal- 
culated likes of Braxton or Brandy. 
Accordingly, death is a recurrent 
dieme in Knuckles’s Real World. The 
album closes with a spoken tribute to 
Larry Levan, the deceased DJ who 
ruled over the vastly influential gay 
Manhattan club die Paradise Carage. 
Yet the album is ultimately— like the 
best and rarest club nights— life- 
affirming. 
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J he first book published which 
begins to describe the emotional 
and psychological landscape of the 
uninfected after a dozen years of 
plague. The testimony in these 
pages is shattering....” 


— from the Foreword by Eric E. Rofes 
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“Hand in Hand” 


The eagerly awaited CD 
BY THE STARS THAT WILL 
BE PERFORMING FOR 
Houston audiences at 
Spectrum ‘95 is now 
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Books 

He said 

Traitor to the Race by Darieck Scott 
(Dutton, $20.95) 

Reviewed by Geoff Gordon 


T raitor to the Race, Darieck Scott’s 
first novel, explores heavy ter- 
rain with somewhat mixed re- 
sults. It attempts to maneuver 
the labyrinth of racial politics in the 
’90s with a gay twist— but the results, 
I’m afraid, are somewhat disappoint- 
ing. Unlike James Baldwin, who 
helped define being black and gay in 
die ’50s, ’60s, and ’70s, Scott is a far 
more ambiguous writer. 

There are times when Traitor to the 

0 Race seems on the 
verge of some- 
thing quite won- 
derful and then 
gets lost in the 
awkward styliza- 
tion of the prose 
or the tangled nar- 
rarive. Using sever- 
al characters to tell the story in the 
first person was a gutsy choice but 
perhaps an unwise one, as voices and 
characters tend to blend. This may 
have been Scott’s attempt to show 
our inherent sameness; however, it’s 
more confusing than enlightening. 

Set in contemporary New York, 
the story revolves around an interra- 
cial couple, Kenneth and Evan. Then- 
love life consists of acted-out sex fan- 
tasies, which is in keeping with their 
characters, since they’re bodi actors. 
Evan is the quintessendal soap-opera 
star: blond, huff, and beautiful. The 
producers of his show are hoping to 
couple him romandcally widi his fe- 
male costar, and this of course goes 
against his queer consciousness. 

Kenneth, his black lover, is unem- 
ployed and “has a mean way of 
cramming a whole life into one flip 
comment.” He’s a bitter man with a 
resplendent imagination, creating re- 
markably vivid daydreams about the 
strangers he encounters in Central 
Park. There’s also an AIDS subplot 
diat fizzles, as well as an obtuse mur- 
der mystery. 

The chapter “Bewitched” is par- 
ticularly baffling. This bizarre ex- 
cursion features slaves, Cecil B. De- 
Mille, and a bound and gagged 


Darrin Stephens, whose son Adam 
is found exploring his “roots in 
Africa— his true roots. The roots of 
mankind.” Grandmama Endora is 
his clandestine teacher. I’m not a 
devoted fan of the TV show, but I 
can’t remember a son. Could this 
Adam be the biblical Adam? Could 
this be an allegory whose message 
eludes me? 

If you’re a patient reader, willing 
to reread passages several times, you 
might find this book a diamond in 
the rough. But be warned: It’s a diffi- 
cult read. Scott’s certainly a writer 
worth keeping an eye on, but Traitor 
to the Race is no Go Tell It on the 
Mountain 

She said 

Afrekete: An Anthology of Black Lesbian 
Writing edited by Catherine E. McKinley 
and L. Joyce DeLaney (Anchor Books, 
$27.95) 

Reviewed by Nikki Baker 


A frekete is a new anthology of es- 
says, poems, and short fiction 
, by African-American lesbians. A 
Ichorus of diverse perspectives, 
it emphasizes the varied experience 
of what it is to be African-American, 
female, and queer. 

Editors McKinley and DeLaney, 
coming from different backgrounds 
themselves (writing and law), pre- 
sent a multidimensional slice of 
African-American lesbian sensibility. 
Their selections range from subtle, 
well-crafted short 
stories to narrowly 
focused single-issue 
essays, from re- 
prints by familiar 
authors to new 
work by writers less 
well-known. Novel- 
ist Michelle Cliff ex- 
plores the psychology of passing as 
white and straight; Essence magazine 
editor Linda Villarosa confronts the 
biblical sound bites so often quoted 
by the religious mainstream to con- 
demn gays and lesbians. Filmmaker 
Jocelyn Maria Taylor writes about 
the racial politics of sex work, and 
Melanie Hope addresses black 
racism in the middle class. 

In styles ranging from the lyrical to 
the simply journalistic, Afrekete en- 
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God’s Love We Deliver 
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homebound people with AIDS in 
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Monday, May 22 
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The Sky Club 
Met Life Building, 
44th St. & Park A.ve. 
Neu? York City 
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For more information and 
reservations call Margaret Brown 
at 212-370-5804. 

Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund 
666 Broadway, Suite 1 200 
New York, NY 10012-2317 
212-995-8585 fax 212-995-2306 


gages black women’s unique relation- 
ships with each other, our families, 
and our lovers and friends, refuung 
the picture of black lesbians as a 
monolithic group. Afrekete, like its 
enigmatic namesake from Audre 
Lorde’s memoir, Zami: A New Spelling 
of My Name, rejects easy description. 
Its treatment of such complex issues 
as religion, color prejudice, and racial 
identity within the African-American 
community is refreshing when so 
much of the little that is published 
views black lesbian difference from 
white women as simply problematic 
to the effort of amalgamating them 
into a larger lesbian feminist collec- 
tive consciousness. 

As are most anthologies, Afrekete is 
uneven. Some pieces are better than 
others, but all are provocative. Afre- 
kete will continually force both black 
and white readers to rethink the 
ideas it raises in die context of their 
own lives long after they have put the 
text away. 

Stock answers 

Cracking the Corporate Closet: The 200 
Best (and Worst) Companies to Work For, 
Buy From, and Invest In If You Are Gay 
or Lesbian — and Even If You Aren 't 
by Daniel B. Baker, Sean O'Brien Strub, 
and Bill Henning in association with the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
Policy Institute (HarperBusiness, $23) 
Reviewed by Christian Arthur Bain 


I n June 1993 members of the Na- 
tional Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
(NGLTF) sent a survey on employ- 
ment policies and benefits to 1,000 
of America’s largest publicly held 
companies. At a time of growing gay 
scrutiny of the corporate world, the 
survey alerted businesses that people 
were monitoring how they treated 
their lesbian and gay employees. 

Not long afterward Daniel B. Baker, 
Sean O’Brien Strub, and Bill Henning 
developed their own questionnaires— 
adding AIDS issues, charitable giving, 
and marketing and advertising to the 
gay community. In cooperation with 
NGLTF they sent their surveys to an 
expanded list of companies, including 
high-profile privately owned firms 
and smaller firms with exceptionally 
good or bad records on gay issues. 
The results of these surveys are 
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brought together in Cracking the Cor- 
porate Closet, an impressively re- 
searched reference to the employ- 
ment policies, benefits, and marketing 
practices of 200 of America’s leading 
companies— insofar as the informadon 
is actually available. Unfortunately, 
because so many companies failed to 
respond to the surveys, coverage of 
any particular firm can range from 
comprehensive to extremely spotty. 

To compensate for often-nonexis- 
tent data from the companies, the au- 
thors resort to press 
reports and anec- 
dotes from current 
and former employ- 
ees. Companies are 
grouped by indus- 
try, but since little 
effort is made to 
provide comparable 
discussions on each 
firm, the text has an erratic quality 
diat makes for alternately fascinadng 
and irritadng reading. Lotus, for ex- 
ample, gets more than two pages of 
highly detailed coverage, but 
Chrysler receives an uninformative 
four-line paragraph. This lack of con- 
sistency is partially remedied by a 
chart at the end of each chapter 
showing which companies have 
nondiscrimination policies, domestic- 
partner benefits, AIDS education, di- 
versity training, and gay and lesbian 
employee groups. 

There will be a time in the not-so- 
distant future when detailed informa- 
tion is available on the gay friendli- 
ness of every major company. We’re 
not there yet, but Cracking the Corpo- 
rate Closet is a good, if uneven, start. 



The reviewers 

• Robert Atkins is the author of From 
Media to Metaphor: Art About AIDS. 

• Emanuel Levy is a film critic for Vari- 
ety and the author of six books on film. 

• Farrell P. McManus writes on arts 
and media for Details. 

• Barry Walters is the pop-music critic 
for the San Francisco Examiner. 

• Geoff Gordon is a screenwriter now 
at work on Baldwin Heights for ABC. 

• Nikki Baker is a lesbian mystery 
writer and author of Long Goodbyes. 

• Christian Arthur Bain cowrites Your 
Business for The Advocate. 
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J a n i s Ian 


Divided we stall 


■■■H NASHVILLE’S FAVORITE DRAG QUEEN, PHILIP 
(“Phylis to you, dear”), and I are reading my 
Advocate mail together. I am very upset, 
't- “Cancel my subscription; who cares about 
Janis Ian’s tits anyway?” writes a man who 
^ A hated my “Me and My Mammogram” col- 

umn. “Why waste space on the female point of view 
when it could be used for AIDS?” says another. Oh, do 
females not get AIDS anymore? I better run and tell the 
woman I know who’s dying from it (ironically, acquired 
from a lying bisexual husband). 

Philip is amused at my anguish. “Girl, you struck a 
nerve... I’d say somewhere between the prostate and the 
anal gland. Surely you didn’t expect these butch boys to 
take your column lying down when they do everything 
else bending over?” Yes, but. That’s not enough. CANCEL 
MY SUBSCRIPTION? “Honey, it’s all right. Editors love mail— 
any mail.” 

Philip’s trying to talk me out of quit- 
ting. I’ve been writing for The Advocate a 
year now, and the more I write, the more 
the magazine gets complaints about die 
amount of space given over to women. 

As a performer, I get my share of nasty 
mail, but it usually runs toward “You fag- 
got degenerates. You should all die.” It 
makes perverted sense for fanadcs to at- 
tack a gay person. But why should we attack one anoth- 
er? “You were the final straw, sweetcakes. With this col- 
umn you created not just a space for women but a voice? 
Maybe I should just get laryngius. No wonder we haven’t 
forced any civil rights legisladon for ourselves; we’re too 
busy arguing over how many angels can dance on the 
head of a pin. CANCEL MY SUBSCRIPTION. Why is this guy 
so upset? Doesn’t he know men get breast cancer too? 
“He’s just jealous,” Philip says. “His dick’s probably so 
small, his husband thinks he married a lesbian.” Yes, but 
That’s not enough. 

I used to wonder why penis envy was such a popular 
theory. Why would I want to acquire something that 
could get caught in a revolving door? Philip laughs and 
says, “Don’t you get it? This guy thinks The Advocate's a 
men’s magazine.” 

I remember when The Advocate was solely a men’s 
magazine, a slimy little rag on cheap newsprint with drip- 
ping phalluses on every page. Men with impossibly long 
dicks and improbably low IQs advertised every kind of 
erotic experience but love. I used to sit near the down- 
town newsstand, watching for purchasers, desperate to 
meet someone else “like me.” I hoped they could tell me 
where to locate a community, but my approaches were 
always rudely rebuffed. Even the queens laughed when I 
stammered questions about gay bars. And the worst 


thing about the sneers and caustic comments was that 
they were inevitably based on my being female. 

Then came the ’70s, gay pride, lambda necklaces I 
could wear hidden under my shirt. Gay bars stopped 
being the exclusive province of leatherboys and drag 
queens and even encouraged women’s nights. We began 
to become a community. I remember one transsexual 
standing in the ladies’ bathroom showing her new 
breasts off to every woman who entered, asking our 
opinions. Many of us showed her ours for comparison 
and welcomed her to the club. 

Then came AIDS. Suddenly gay men were dying. Sud- 
denly we, as gay people, were attacked on all sides. Sud- 
denly the gulf between men and women seemed much 
smaller than the chasm between living and dying. 

I wonder now, if it had been primarily women who 
were struck, would gay men have responded as elo- 
quently and fervently as lesbians did? 
Would an epidemic of breast cancer, for 
which there was no treatment, bring out 
the nurturer in gay men? CANCEL MY SUB- 
SCRIPTION indeed. 

“The women love your column,” Philip 
says. “Those women don’t write,” I reply. 
“Of course not; women are only visible 
when angry. That’s how we’re trained. 
This man is threatened.” Threatened? 
One fucking page a month, every other issue? “When The 
Advocate took out the classifieds, didn’t female readership 
jump from 3% to 29°/o?” Philip asks. “More important, 
didn’t you go from almost no newsstands to the regular 
racks at Waldenbooks? It’s a forum we haven’t had in the 
history of written literature— a twice-monthly look at gay 
life and issues.” Swell. 

It has always annoyed me that for a brief period in the 
’70s, all of us got to refer to ourselves as “gay,” coining a 
new meaning and forever wiping away the sad face of 
“homosexual sickness” with a happy word associated 
with pleasure and fun. Then one day only men were 
called “gay,” and women went back to being “lesbians,” a 
w’ord so overlaid with sex and medical terminology that 
most gay women loathe it. I still refer to myself as gay. I 
guess the men who are not interested in lesbian issues 
think we should use something else, maybe “Bulgarian.” 
“Hi, Fm gay.” “Oh, really? Fm Bulgarian too.” 

The sad truth is that as the world shrinks, so must 
gender. CANCEL MY SUBSCRIPTION. Wake up, dude. The Ad- 
vocate is not a men’s magazine. GQ is a men’s magazine. 
Soldier of Fortune is a men’s magazine. The Advocate is a 
gay magazine. As in men and women. All of us. United. 
That’s what’s important here. 

Or as Mr. Lesbian says: “Personally, I think this guy 
has a bad case of penis envy.” And that about sums it up. 


Then one day only 
men were called 
“gay;” and women 
went back to beiig 
“lesbians.” 
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The Buzz 



PAUL DR1NKWATER/NBC 


McVicar 
as Hudson 


a 


I clearly fit into that tall, 
dark, handsome, put-him- 
in-a-uniform-and-have- 
him-salute category,” says 
Daniel McVicar, who plays 
Rock Hudson opposite Sherilyn 
Fenn’s Taylor in NBC’s unautho- 
rized miniseries Liz: The Elizabeth 
Taylor Story (May 2 1 and 22). Hud- 
son and Taylor became lifelong 
friends during a series of memo- 
rable drinking bouts when they 
costarred in Giant. “They created a 
drink called the chocolate martini,” 
McVicar told The Buzz. 

Best known for his five-year stint 
on the daytime soap The Bold and the 
Beautiful, the 36-year-old McVicar, 
who is straight and married with chil- 
dren, says he’s been compared to 
Hudson many times— usually with the 
preface “We hope you’re not offend- 
ed.” But why should comparisons to 
one of Hollywood’s handsomest leg- 
ends be offensive? “Rock died from a 
disease with a stigma, and he became 
known as a homosexual,” McVicar re- 
sponds. When Liz came along, he 
adds, “I said I’d like to play him, not 
because Ilook like him but because 
people thought I was offended to be 
compared to him. Obviously, Fm not” 


Bound for glory: Now that Ameri- 
can Express has purchased that fabu 
gold American Express card gown 
from Oscar-winning Priscilla costume 
designer Lizzy Gardiner, the irre- 
pressible Aussie looks forward to the 


garment’s having a life of its own. 
“They’ve talked about it touring,” 
Gardiner told The Buzz. “1 love the 
idea of a dress on tour.” 

Meanwhile, Gardiner’s already 
moved on to her next project: the 
lesbian thriller Bound, starring Jen- 
nifer Tilly and Gina Gershon. So 
what’s a straight chick from Down 
Under doing mak- 
ing two queer ex- 
travaganzas back- 
to-back? “It just 
never occurred to 
me that sexuality 
is an issue,” Gar- 
diner says, adding 
that most Aus- 
tralians diink like- 
wise. “Australia 
has grown up dra- 
matically in the 
past five years,” 
she says. “Besides, 
we’re a nation of 
convicts. So we’re 
all sort of rogues.” 

Nutcracker sweets: Rumors con- 
tinue to swirl around superstar 
Keanu Reeves. Now the National 
Enquirer reports Reeves is romancing 
a male dancer from the Winnipeg 
Ballet. The tabloid based its tale 
on an article in Frank, a Canadian 
magazine that also claims Reeves told 
his parents over the Christmas holi- 
days that he is gay. But did Reeves 
speak direcdy with the Enquirer, as 



OVERHEARD 



FRED PROUSER/REUTER 


Singer Toni Braxton, denying persis- 
tent rumors that she is a lesbian 
in an April 18 Star tabloid story 
describing her romance with soap- 
opera star Shemar Moore 


INKBLOT 

Ui know so many homosexuals. 

I There would be no art in Amer- 
lica if it weren’t for gays! Why 
are they stigmatizing these people?... 

I decided that my name could open 
certain doors, that I could take the 
fame that I’ve tried to get away from 
and use it to do some good. Well, now 
I’m doing everything I can. This work 
means more to me than anything I’ve 
ever done as an actress.” 

Donald Spoto's A Passion for Life: 

The Biography of Elizabeth Taylor 
(HarperCollins, $25) 
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Advance Cash Benefits Program 

► Our bidding process ensures the Highest 
Cash Settlement 

► We are the Oldest and Largest advocate 
for you, the Insured 

► Our service is quick, Strictly Confidential, 

and requires only one simple application 

► Absolutely No Cost and No Obligation at any time 

► A personal representative is available 
24 Hours a day to assist and help you 

► Consistantly funding policies for clients with up to 

800 T-CELLS 


The Medical Escrow Society... 

Jiere -Today, -for Sour Tomorrow! 

Founding member ol both the 

National Viatical Association and the Viatical Association of America 


1 - 800 - 422-1314 





Deborah Rhoades 

Viatical 


House 

1 - 800 - 969-0509 
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A viatical settlement can transform 
your life insurance policy into cash 
for you during your lifetime, when 
you may need money the most, 
and so you can make whatever 
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best for you. 


There are no fees for our services, 
nor any obligation. Our purpose is 
to eliminate or reduce the financial 
stress associated with the 
physical stress of terminal illness. 


Contact us. Ask questions. We'll 
give you honest, practical answers, 
personal attention, and work with 
you for a solution. 


the story claims? 

“They make it 
sound that way, 
but no, he didn’t,” 

Reeves’s publicist 
told The Buzz. 

As usual the 
tabloid’s story is 
packed with juicy 
quotes supposedly told to unnamed 
“pals.” Reeves’s publicist notes, “This 
is third- or fourth-hand information, 
and I don’t want to comment on it, 
because it just becomes self-propagat- 
ing.” In other words, the tabloids can 
huff and puff, but they’re just not up 
to Speed 

Fifteen minutes of fame: Opera 

queens and athletic dykes alike sang 
the praises of Song of Martina, which 
premiered in late March at a New 
York City Gay Men’s Chorus concert 
with lyrics by chorus member and 
Martina fan Jeff Baron. Culled from 
Carmen, Tosco, and other Opera Top 
40 selections and starring— get this! — 
Lea DeLaria in the title role, Martina 
is a 15-minute song cycle that takes 
Navratilova from her Czech child- 
hood to tennis superstardom, includ- 
ing on-court serves with Chris Evert 
and off-court volleys with Rita Mae 
Brown and Judy Nelson. 

DeLaria deserves the Good Sport 
award for making her Carnegie Hall 
debut in tennis whites. But to every- 
one’s surprise but her own, she had 
no problem handling those classical 


BRUCE GILBERT 



Czech it out Amy D. Forbes as Nelson, 
DeLaria as Navratilova 


arias. Tm Italian,” DeLaria told The 
Buzz. “Fve been listening to this shit 
since I was 3.” Still, the Navratilova 
hairdo caused complications. “I 
couldn’t hear the piano,” said the 
comic, laughing, “because I was wear- 
ing a blond wig and a headband !” 
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Enjoy white sand beaches, 
snorkeling, golf, tennis, kayaking, bi- 
cycling, hiking. Seasonal & length-of- 
stay discounts. 

SUITE PARADISE 800-367-8020 




Thailand 


1 

Call or write for a brochure: 

TOURS TO PARADISE 


P.O. Box 3656 - AD, 

Los Angeles, CA 90078-3656 
(213) 962-9169 
FAX: (213) 962-3236 



Wcvun Sands 
VILLAS 


PRIVATE HENS RESORT £ 

SINCE ITU 

Where the Sands 
are Warn and the 
Memories are Hot! 

A 

In a charming 50 s style wri 
all new king-size beds. 26 
rooms , large swimming 
pool, Jacuzzi, natural 
sunbathing, private 
phones, TV’s, private 
hot movie channels, 

18 rooms with j 
kitchens, 5 rooms 
with wood 
burning 
fireplaces. 



Palm Springs 
California ^ 
(near Los Angeles) i 

LARGEST GAY RESORT 
AREA IS THE WORLD 




555 Warm Sands Dr. VI 
Palm Springs 
California 92264 - ^ 
Phone: 619-323-3005 
Fax: 619-323-4006 yj 
Reservations (USA): M 

800 - 357-5695 *2 


Vnv 

7 V v'V 


LEISURE PACED, QUALITY, 
AFFORDABLE TOURS FOR 
THE DISCRIMINATING 
GAY& LESBIAN TRAVELER 

Call or write for our brochure: 

^KANTZirA Vnv 

P.O. Box 911 • Boise, ID 83701 
1-800-427-1386 

EAST ASIA* EGYPT 
CENTRAL AMERICA 



Walk along narrow streets. Browse through 
art galleries and shops. Dine at intimate 
restaurants. Relax in quaint inns. Hike 
through the National Seashore or stroll along 
heaehe*. ;md dunes. Splash around the pool. 
It doesn't get any better than this! 

For u FREE color hroehiirc 
call or write: 
1-800-637-8696 
PO Box 121 A 
Provinrelown, M \ 02657 


PR0VINCET0WN0W! 



z ri a x 



TRAVEL 8 TOURS IRC 


LAST DAYS TO BOOK 

SPAIN: IBIZA/SITGES 

JUNE 8-19 

BERLIN/PRAGUE/PARIS 

JULY 5-17 

1 - 800-TO-GO-GAY 



oi tom ion invit mot 
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The Advocate Shopper 


EYE WANT YOU! 

To call today to place your order or get a 
FREE BROCHURE!! 



JERRY-OWNER 


CONTACT LENSES INC 

PROUD TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY 
CELEBRATING FIVE YEARS 
OF NATIONWIDE SERVICEI 

1-800-SEE-N-SAV 

P.0. BOX 906 CEDAR RAPIDS. IA 52406 1 -800-733-6728 


Lick 

T H E 

Crisis. 


SPREAD THE WORD • SPREAD THE LOVE • PROTECT 

rub-her 

The Finger Condom. 

dam-her 

A latex barrier for safer oral sex and rimming. 

glove- her 

Latex gloves: comes in 9 colors to play safer with. 

Wholesale • Retail • Distributors • Health organizations 

212 • 260 • 0535 


Lick The Crisis • L.T.C. products, inc. 



Singles; 

■ 200(518.95) 

■ 400(531.95) 

Duplicates: 

■ 150(520.95) 

■ 300(533.95) 

Design: 

■ Triangle (pink/grey) 

■ Red Ribbon 

■ 

■ 1st 3 

■ 

■ Pink Ribbon 
I "SneuA Seupi 


Name 

Daytime Phone ( 

Checks begin with # 

(will bcgjn with fioa if riot indicated) 

To order checks send: 

▼ Voided check 

▼ Deposit slip 

t Script &/or 5 Designs (addl) 

▼ Sales tax (CA - 825%) 

▼ Shipping — $150 

And check payable to... 


'if /Check Us Out 

P n Rnv R3A 


PO Box 836 
Son Leandro. CA 
94577-0083 

510-430-8844 

bank coding guaranteed 


Call for information on our ocher products of choice! 


CLINICAL TRIAL 


Volunteers wanted 
with T cells between 
200 and 500 
for a four-month 
clinical trial. 

Please call 
212-241-0764 
Monday - Friday 
9 am - 5 PM. 

GCO 94-332ME through 9/30/95 




Want to look 
your best? 
Give Pride 
Vitamins 
a try... 


▼ Multi-Pride $7.95 ootabs) 

▼ L-Carnitine $9.95 oocaps) 

T Chromate™ $7.95 ooocaps) 

▼ Chromium Picolinate+ $9.95 ao caps) 
PHOEBUS APOLLO PRIDE VITAMINS 

1-800-376-8742 
1 47 1 B Spreading Oak Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15220 
Fax (412) 279-4104 


CALL FOR OUR FREE CATALOG. 


LIVE PERSONAL PSYCHIC 



Astrology A’ 

IChittg " 

Runes 
Tarot 

Clairvoyant 

1 st to serve the 
gay/lesbian communities. 


1 -800-840-TELL(8355) 
1-900-963-MIND(6463) 

18+ Years - 24 Hours - 3.99/MIN 
Service (310)358-6182 


Quality Jewelry Made 
With Pride In Mind! 

WEAR TO CARE! 

P.O. BOX 425 
SEABROOK. NH 
03874 

1-800-396-3633 

Handcrafted Items 
Unique Des ig ns 
Sterling Silver 
Aids Pins 

Pride Rings- Pendants- 
Earrings-Key Chains- 
Bracelets and More! 

Wholesale/Retail 
Call for Brochure 


Tired of working 
day after day, 
building someone 
else’s dreams? 


Make this the year to 
obtain your millions. 
Environmental Company 
exploding in Los Angeles 
area. We need motivated 
leaders to spearhead this 
expansion. Serious 
inquiries only. 

Telephone: 

D. Tourigny 
310.645.7221 
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THE ADVOCATE 

Marketspace 


Real Estate 


NATIONWIDE 


National Gay Realtor Referrals 

Relocating? Buying? Selling? Free Referrals to 
Gay/Lesbian Realtors any USA city! (No rentals) 
Community Referrals, since 1977! Toll-free: 
800-346-5592 (Realtors-call for FREE member- 
ship) 

Crossroads Real Estate Referrals 
800-4 GAY RELO 

800-442-9735. Buying? Selling? Relocating? 
Call for a knowledgeable Realtor anywhere. . . 
nationwide! Realtor Referrals Welcome. 

NORTHEAST 


HATE MOST BROKERS? 

Make your search for your Manhattan 
coop or condo stress-free! My 20 years 
experience, chauffeur-driven car & affilia- 
tion with NYC's largest & best RE firm 
enables me to sell $4,000,000 + of 
apts each year. 

PHILLIP E. ALTLAND 212-727-6105 
DOUGLAS ELLIMAN 


NYC/NJ- Best of Both Worlds 

Friendly, affordable, diverse South Orange/ 
Maplewood, NJ welcomes you. Easy commute by 
train/ bus. Bright, spacious 3br homes from 
$150,000. Free information. Call Howard 
Handler. Weichert Realtors. 201-376-4545. 

Greenwich, Connecticut 
Luxury Lakeside Villa 

Distinguished 1936 French Regency lavishly 
renovated for ‘90s living. Incredibly beautiful 
environment. Choice marbles, fine woods, 
Sherle Wagner fixtures in 5 marble baths. 
Spacious rooms, elegant kitchen, 4 bedrooms, 
guest cottage, gated entry, courtyard. Stunning 
3.3 acres. $1,375,000 Owner/broker 203-661- 
8065. 

CHELSEA 2400SF LIVE/WORK 11' Ceils, 8 South 
Windows, 2 Baths, Very flexible Space. Maint 
$1040. Asks $435,000. Exclusive. PATRICIA 
PRICE RE IBC 505-6602. 


the 


Andrew Weiser 
14 years 

IGROIP txperUnce 

I NY* $ most trusted name in real estate! 


(212) 260-3900 


Unique New Jersey Hideaway 

House on dead end road with 18 acres of priva- 
cy. Close to Philadelphia and Atlantic City casi- 
nos. Call 609-447-4861 for surprising details. 
$295,000 negotiable. 

Fire Island Pines 

Exclusive Rentals and Sales. Morning Party. Call 
Pines Harbor Realty at 516-597-7575 


Orlando 

The Prudential Florida Realty. Vic Brown & Joel 

Schechter 1-800-DETAILS. 


Sarasota 
Contact 
Donald Geikie 

Office ( 8 1 3 ) 95 1 -6660 
Home (813)921 -3962 
Michael Saunders 



NAPLES - MARCO ISL. 




SELLING PARADISE 
VIC BRITTAIN 

WORKMAN & ASSOC., REALTORS 

TOLL FREE 800 - 331-9129 
813 - 793-3223 


FLORIDA 




Palm Beach - Boca Raton 

Relocating? Buying? Selling? Humberto H.D. 
Espada Membership Realty. “When Only the 
Best Will Do" 800-667-BUYS 



For residential real estate 
in Raleigh, Durham, and 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, 

it's Yetter&York! 


Chris Yetter, CRS, GRI 
York Properties, Inc. 

CHRISES 919-832-8881 


South Florida Realtors 
1-800-409-SFLA-GAYS 

Miami -Boca Raton -Fort Lauderdale -Palm 
Beach. We know where you get more for your 
money! ! And provide the experience to get your 
home. 


MAY I BE YOUR OWN 
FT. LAUDERDALE REALTOR? 

30+ yrs fulltime RE. 1,200+ Happy 
buyers & sellers, many Gay! At no cost 
to you, I buyer-broker for you. "I know 
where you should live.' Interview 
realtors, few offer my service or 
experience! I Care!!! 

DAN O FLAHERTY*RE/MAX 

800-545-2010*24 HOURS 
305-566-6126WH0ME 


Key West 

The Real Estate Do. of Key West, Inc. 701 
Simonton Street. Key West. FL 33040. Residential 
and commercial properties. Guesthouses, restau- 
rants. multi-unit. Bill Hatpin. Broker 305-296- 
0011 


SARASOTA 

A mecca for culture, the arts and our 
lifestyle on Florida’s Gulf Coast. 

For professional service & 
someone who cares 

CALL STAN HAIDL 

The Prudential Florida Realty 
813-366-8070 Toll free: 800-766-1610 


For Rates and Information on 
Advertising in Marketspace: 

Call us at 213-871-1225 Extension 3072, or FAX 
us at 213-467-0173. 


WEST 


“Estate for Two” 

Prestige Celebrity Encino Address 

Gated, over .75 acre. Parklike grounds, 
pool, full guesthouse. 3-car garage. Brick 
terraces. Refurbished professionally dec- 
orated traditional home. 4 fireplaces, 
cooks kitchen, elegant, private master 
suite. $1,075,000. Seller will finance 
Brokers Judy/Sandy (818) 888-8260 


Attention 

Marketspace Advertisers: 

Please check your ad carefully when it initially ap- 
pears. We cannot be responsible for errors or minor 
copy changes after the first issue of publication. If 
you find an error, please contact our Classified 
Advertising Department Immediately at 213-871- 
1225 extension 3072 for corrections. The Advocate 
assumes no financial responsibility for error or omis- 
sion of copy. This publication reserves the right to 
reject, edit, and determine the proper classification 
of any classified ad at any time. 

Why Rent When You Can Buy? 

No money down. To lease w/w/out option to buy - 
great tax write off. W.Hollywood Condo beautiful one 
bedroom 1-1/2 bath, parquet floors, fireplace, cen- 
tral air/heat, sunroom. security building, racquetball 
court, spa, total rent/payments at $1,500.00 month. 
213-653-7573-Susan. 


SOUTHWEST 



Varela Real Estate 
Santa Fe 
800.982.3084 


Philip A. Martin 

REALTOR ® 



PHOENIX SCOTTSDALE 


JOHN WALSH 
SAM WERCINSKI 
RE/MAX TOWN CENTER REALTY 



800 . 934.1990 

602 . 947.5500 


TUCSON 



DEAN GROTH, CRS, GRI 

Mult-Million Dollar Producer 
Roy Long Realty Co., Inc. 
^^(O) 1-800-279-2211 
lOfSjTT (°) (602) 326-1122 
(R) (602) 323-3313 


Travel & 

Accommodations 

INTERNATIONAL 


THAILAND 

COME VISIT THE LAND OF SMILES 
FOR THAT HOLIDAY OF A LIFETIME 
AND STAY AT THE AMBIANCE HOTEL 
A “GAY PARADISE” THAILAND’S ONLY 
LUXURY GAY HOTEL WITH 26 FULLY 
APPOINTED SUITES & ROOMS FROM 
$28. FOR BROCHURE CONTACT HUGH 
OR JIM AT THE AMBIANCE HOTEL 
325/89 PATTAYALAND SOI 3, 
PATTAYA CITY, CHONBURI 20260 
THAILAND TELE 011-66-38-424099 
OR 011-66-38-425145 
FOR FAX 011-66-38-422824 
OR 011-66-38-424626 


Puerto Vallarta Luxury 

24 room Bed & Breakfast villa. 7 bedrooms. 8 
baths, huge terraces, bar, full staff. Call Brian 
Higby 800-745-7805. Brochure available. 

Greece - Magnificent Santorini Island 

Le Petit Greek B&B -150 year old converted 
Roman Monastery -Large American Showers - 
Spectacular Aegean View -Tom 310-657-5932 
Fax:-213-962-5935. 

Bonaire! 

Ocean View Villas 

Just built, each with kitchen & bath. Private 
yard. $100. Phone/fax 011-599-7-4309. 

Acapulco Villa 

Fabulous view. Sleeps 8. Pool. Fully staffed. Very 
private. Close to bars and beach. John 415-441- 
6968 2421 Larkin. SF, CA 94109. 


LONDON, ENGLAND 

BROMPTONS GUESTHOUSE 

-THE BEST GAY ACCOMMODATIONS- 

“ Lovely & tastefully furnished " Advocate 

POB 629 LONDON SW5 9XF 
011+44171-373-6559 
FAX 370-3923 


Australia Aircruises 

See Australia by Light Aircraft. Fully Escorted. A 
Truly Unforgettable Experience. M.O.V.Travel 
800-854-7688. 


PARIS -Left Bank. Fully Equipped Apartment for 
your Holiday! 212-977-3512. 


^-■LONDON--^ 

m Save on hotel accommodation by staying in our lovely - 

B serviced apartments Centrally looted near Hyde Park, museums * 
I and Harrods. Lounge, private bathroom, kitchen. TV. telephone. | 

I Tourist Board Approved I 

■ Ashbum Garden Apartments | 

_ 3 Ashbum Gardens 

| South Kensington, London SW7 4DG UK I 
. TEL: Oil 44 171 370 2663 - 

V FAX: Oil 44 171 370 6743 J 


Las Vegas - Lee Plotkin 

The Realty Group -Relocation/Referral -Direct 

702-379-2277 

Palm Springs Condominium. 1/8 share in 2 br 
2ba South End Tennis Development. Beautiful 
grounds, pools and spas. Your share one full 
week every two months. Sweet deal, sweet price. 
$2,000 initial investment. $180.00 monthly in- 
cludes ALL. Call Tommie 818-248-9696 or 818- 
352 6631. 


PHOENIX/SCOTTSDALE 



Residential Sales 


* Relocation Specialist 

* Many Years Experience 
► Builder Background 


(602) 957-6969 
DAVID ATKINS (800) 445-SOLD 

REALTY EXECUTIVES (7653) 


Scotland 

Stucan-T-iobairt is the quintessential Scottish 
cottage on the shores of Loch Lomond. With 3 
double bedrooms, it epitomizes quiet, luxury, 
and tranquility. For colour brochure, telephone 
212-608-3330. 


Luberon 

House for rent. Beautifully decorated, 2 bed- 
rooms, 2 baths, view, garden. 5,000 FF /week, 
33-1-47075803. 
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Puerto Vallarta, Mexico 

2-br, 2-ba oceanfront condo, pool. maid. Close 
to town. $700/wk. $2100/mo. 011-523-223- 
0690. 


Mykonos-Greece 

Typical greek resident apartment on nude gay 
beach (Super-Paradise) 2br/bath -Livingroom. 
fireplace, kitchen, dining room, terraces and 
barbeque. Stunning seaview. quiet, private, ful- 
ly equipped for 2-4. May-October. Brochure 
available. From $700 per week. 011-30-289- 
25645. 


CARIBBEAN flHMi 

St. John US Virgin Islands 

Private cottage. Charming comfortable retreat 
for two. Secluded hillside setting. Cool breeze, 
captivating view, hottub. Great off-season 
rates. April 15. 809-776-6368. 

St Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands 

Vacation at the only gay owned beachfront re- 
sort in the Virgin Islands. Service the 
Gay/Lesbian community for over 16 years. Call 
for free brochure 800-524-2018. 


British Virgin Islands 

Just 12 beachfront efficiencies on almost unin- 
habited Cooper Island. Remote, casual. 
Informal. Restaurant, great snorkeling, and full- 
SCUBA facilities. $75-$l 15/double. Brochure 
POB 512A, Turners Falls. MA 01376. 800-542- 
4624. FAX 413-863-3662 

St Thomas - “Harbour Lights" 

A Gay B&B. secluded pool, decks, best views. 
private bath, kitchen. Charm. 809-775-2476 

Ocean Walk Guest House 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 

40 nice rooms in a beautiful courtyard setting 
directly on the best beach. Pool, bar and grill. 
Elevated Sundeck. Call 800-468-0615 for Gay 
Information Pack. 

Gay Yacht Vacations and Villas 

Cruise the Caribbean. Meals/Bar included. Call 
Tony 800-825-3632 FAX 800-825-5956 

St Thomas - Elegant Vflla-B&B 

Stunning view, pool, sundecks, walk to restau- 
rants /bars, harbour, shuttle to beach. $50.00- 
$100.00. Robert 809-776-1529. 


All Provincetown Rental Hotline 

WEEKLY houses, apartments, cottages, condos. 
Largest selection. SALES also. 800-PTQWN-99. 

NYC B&B Columbus Circle Area. Best location, 
luxurious, reasonable and friendly. Cable 
TV/VCR. 212-586-0652 

MANHATTAN B&B $60-$90 -Private Apartments 
Available. Also Paris. Call 212-977-3512. 

Provincetown-Rentals 
In Town Reservations 

Free service for renting Guest rooms, condos, 
cottages &houses. 800-67P-TQWN. 

NYC-Chelsea Pines Inn 

The cozy B&B in the heart of Gay NYC. Walk to 
all Greenwich Village/Chelsea clubs, bars, 
shops. Rate $55-$85 + tax. Air conditioning, 
phone. TV in all rooms. Continental breakfast 
included. All major credit cards. 317 West 14th 
Street. New York, NY 10014 212-929-1023, Fax: 
212-645-9497 


The Royal Palms Hotel 
1-800-237-PALM 

On Beautiful Fort Lauderdale Beach. Men Only. 
Five Star Rating. 

Olympics 1996 

5 bedroom, 2.5 baths home for rent during 1996 
Olympics in Atlanta. Walking distance to public 
transportation. Available for duration of games 
(1 month). All amenities+ five man hot tub! 
Contact Mark Moore at 404-452-0043 or fax 
404-452-0043. 

Huntsville, Alabama 

Beautiful Executive Suite designed for business 
with relaxation. First Class Accommodations. 
205-534-1177 

Coastal N.C.-Ocean Princess B&B 

Innovative adult inn. Pristine beaches, fantas- 
tic pool/ Jacuzzi, continental breakfast, unlimit- 
ed privacy. Glorious romantic getaway. Brochure 
800-762-4863. 

Key West Condo in Truman Annex 

Prime location, deluxe accommodations, all 
amenities with private deck and courtyard. Off 
season rates 516-981-1877. 


FRENCH QUARTER 

URSULINE GUEST HSE 

Centrally located between Bourbon & 
Royal Sts. Private courtyard. Whirlpool 
708 Ursuline St New Orleans LA 70116 
Office Hours 9am-9pm 504-523-8509 

800-654-2351 


South Beach Destinations 

Top Hotels and Condos in Miami Beach Art Deco 
District. Pools, Gyms. Free Valet Parking. Ideal 
Locations. Call So Be De for Res/Info at 800- 
443-8224. 

Key West Luxury Condo 
Fabulous Truman Annex 2 Bedroom 

Deck, pool, walk to beach, Great location!!! Do 
it now 800-474-5501 $1.350 week. Sleeps 4. 

Ft Lauderdale-Admirals Court Motel 

Exclusive area near beach and nightlife 
Tropical paradise -Low rates -Pets ok. Pool, 
phone, free brochure: 800-248-6669 

New Orleans-Tropical Paradise 

Beautiful rooms, cottages, pool, breakfast, 
Macarty Park Guest House 800-521-2790 

MIDWEST # 

Magnolia Place Bed & Breakfast 

True Victorian Guest House. Three fireplaces, 
Brass Beds. Chicago 312-334-6860. 

Lions Inn Bed & Breakfast 

Chicago North Side. Fireplace. Jacuzzi, cozy atmos- 
phere. Men only 312-769-3119. 


BLOOMINGTON, IL 

B&B BUILT IN 1864 
THE BURR HOUSE 

PRIVATE & SHARED BATHS 

5-minute walking distance from bars. 
1-800-328-6469 210 E. Chestnut 


WEST 


NATIONWIDE 


k Florence • Ft. Lauderdale • Honolulu • London 4 


Where to go. 

Where to eat. 
Where to get it! 

Why waste time finding the "IN" places on I 
your next vacation or business trip? Get up 
to the minute information on the HOT places 
to go throughout the U.S. and abroad; 
Bars Clubs, Restaurants, Accomodations, 
Gyms, Private Erotic Clubs, and 
Special Party Events. 


Call the 
GAY INFO LINE 

[i -336-CITY 
(336-2489) 

x ($2.49 min. 18+ Older) 

( mbaixiY.tYiotfft 
||212438 1038 hid lot tf«! rttj/sl 
j&nnottqr khi ten n. iyc ots 


I Mykonos/Athens • New Orleans • Paris i 


NORTHEAST 

Beautifully Furnished 
1 Bedroom Apartments Manhattan 

$450-$650 Weekly. TV, Hifi, Kitchens, wetbar. 
fireplaces. Garden convenient, safe. 800-724- 
9888 


South Beach Miami 

$45 to $70 per night. Weekly available. 
Charming Mansion. 305-532-3870, 

Lee Valley Farm “Stress-Free Mountain Retreat" 
cabins, camping, horses, pool, hot tub. 142 
Drinnon Lane. Rogersville. TN 37857, 615-272- 
4068 Leestarm@aol.com 

NC- The Old Mill B&B 704-6254256 

On mountain stream near Asheville. NC $45 and 
lifii 

Deer Park Cabins 

Hot Springs, NC “A Place of Peace" 

Fully furnished, hottubs. rafting, hiking, pet ac- 
commodations. near all WNC attractions. Daily, 
weekly, monthly, rates. Brochure info: 704-622- 
3516. 


Timberfell Lodge - Tennessee 

See our travel ad in the Shopper Section. Call 
800-437-0118 


A Private Garden - New Orleans 

Romantic apartments. Spa, Cable, phone, 
breakfast. 1718 Philip Street. New Orleans. LA 
70113 504-523-1776 


“The Villa” B&B - Daytona Beach, FL 

Historic mansion w/pool. Near beach, bar. 
shops. 1-1/2 hours to Disneyworld 904-248- 
2020 . 


Fort Lauderdale - Big Ruby’s 

Tropical setting Pool waterfall BBQ Nude 
Sundeck. All rooms newly decorated. Pvt. Bath. 
Cable TV. Refrigerator. Air Conditioning, plus 
more. Nice Location 305-523-7829. 908 NE 
15th Ave. 33304 


Candlelight Motel, Vermont 

Route 7A POB 97 Arlington, VT 05250. 
Complimentary Continental Breakfast 802-375- 
6647 


Daytona Beach 

25 miles of Beach -45 miles to Orlando. Info: Daytona 
Beach Business Guild. Box 3148. Daytona Beach. FL 
32118 904-322-8003 


Palm Springs Vac. Rental 3br pool spa 

Very private available weekly, nightly, monthly. 
Beautifully decorated, Call 310-659-5764, 

Secret Gardens B&B - Las Vegas 

1-1/2 acre hacienda estate, pool, courtyards, 
flowers. Brochure 702-451-3231. Fax 702-434- 
0558 

San Francisco - Castro B and B 

Clean, quiet, secure in great Castro location. 
Concierge, shared bath. Brett 415-255-1836 

Chateau Tivoli 
San Francisco B&B 

1892 restored Victorian mansion. Experience a 
grand style fit for “Auntie Mame." Features ser- 
vice. canopy beds, fireplaces, breakfast, central 
“picture postcard" location. 800-228-1647 

Bed and Breakfast 

Roger's Place. San Francisco -Nob Hill $45. 
415-441-5191 “Where fantasies come alive!!!'' 

West Hollywood Inn-Resort 

Walk to clubs, bars, restaurants from Key-West 
style B&B. Pool. Spa, Clothing-Optional 
Sundecks: 310-854-6915. 


Metro Hotel - San Francisco 

319 Dlvisadero Street. Victorian Charm & 
Friendly. Near Castro/Haight -Ashbury. All 
Rooms with Private Baths. Cable TV & Phone. 
From $45. 415-861-5364 FAX 415-863-1970. 

San Francisco Penthouse 

Exciting furnished studio with sundeck over- 
looking Civic Center. Week/ month. Or B&B in 
owner's penthouse unit (formally Bill Jones' 
houseboat). 415-431-0644. 


Castro District 

Castillo Inn B&B -48 Henry Street, S.F. Steps to 
Castro & Downtown Street Cars. Clean, quiet, 
comfortable. Deluxe Continental Breakfast - 
Refrigerator, Microwave. Non-Smoking. From 
$50. Visa/MC 800-865-51 12 415-864-51 1 1. 


See Denver via a custom private sedan tour. 
Rates trom $30. 303-831-4485. 

European -Style B&B in quiet San Francisco 
home. 415-861-4045. Brochure. 

24 Henry Guesthouse-San Francisco 

Lovely Castro side-street. 800-900-5686 

Lucky You - Las Vegas 

Bed & Breakfast. Secluded Tropical surround- 
ings. Tan all over by the pool. Close to the strip 
bars 702-384-1129. 


mbmhh 

R B R Farms Bed n’ Breakfast 

Private quiet Macadamia nut & coffee planta- 
tion. Full breakfast served poolside. POB 930. 
Captain Cook. Hawaii 96704 800-328-9212 
Ph/Fx 

Northshore-Kailua Maui Gardens 

Private cottages & 3 bedroom home-views /spa/ 
pool $65-$165 /Night. Brochure 800-258-8588 

Garden Island Bed & Breakfast 
(Subsidiary G/l Realty) 

Experience Polynesian Paralysis! Beautiful 
home on Kauai's South Shore near Beaches. 
Golf, Restaurants. $50-$85. For info or brochure 
call 800-558-5557, 

Hana Plantation Houses 

Voted Hawaii's most romantic accommoda- 
tions. Tropical and beachfront guest houses. 
Waterfalls, hiking, hot tubs, natural sun- 
bathing, seclusion. Free map / brochure. 800- 
228-HANA 

Hotel Honolulu. . .in Waikiki 

Since 1983. still Hawaii's ONLY hotel for Gay 
and Lesbian visitors. On a quiet street, two min- 
utes walk to our clubs; two blocks to the beach, 
safe, comfortable rooms with A/C. queens, 
kings, kitchenettes: also roofdeck. laundry and 
parking. Rates $75 to $109: please call us 800- 
426-2766. 808-926-2766. Fax-808-922-3326: 
376 Kaiolu Street. Honolulu, Hawaii 96815. 

Mala Lani Guesthouse on Kauai 

Luxurious private suites. Lush gardens. Jacuzzi. 
Excellent location. Free color brochure 808-823- 
0422 Fax 808-823-0420. 





Ola Hou Guest Retreat 

Enjoy true “Aloha" spirit in a tranquil garden 
setting in Kauai. For brochures and information 
call 800-772-4567. 


SOUTHWEST 

Arizona Sunburst Inn 

A man's resort in the heart of Phoenix. Pool & 
Hot tub c/o 800-974-1474 

Santa Fe well-furnished private casitas. Close 
to plaza. No smoking. Call 505-988-3399 from 
8pm -9pm RMT. 

PHOENIX -The Guest House 

Secluded Hideaway close to clubs, culture, pool. 
spa. 602-252-6463. 

Taos, NM Bed & Breakfast 

Hot tub. fireplace, private baths. Fabulous 
breakfast! Perfectly balancing privacy and per- 
sonalized attention. Rave reviews! The Ruby 
Slipper 505-758-0613. 
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Santa Fe! 

Three adobe guesthouses on large estate with 
fabulous gardens. Eclectically furnished with 
art, antiques. Fully-appointed for stays from 3 
days-month. Can accommodate 1-8. ALTERNA- 
TIVE ACCOMMODATIONS: 800-995-2272 7505- 
820-2468. 


Tortuga Roja B&B - Tucson 

Come stay among friends. The area's only exclu- 
sively Gay rentals. 800-467-6822 


Business Opportunities 


Plant Nursery 

Established business, real estate, house, truck 
and equipment. $280K. Free training and assis- 
tance for one year. Nursery, 3425 Morris St. N. 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713 

Palm Springs 

Where the men are -Streetbar and Flamingo Bar 

6 Grill. Both Turnkey operations. Excellent cash 
flow. Call Blair Alexander 619-327-9792. 

Vendors for NY Pride Festival 

Heritage of Pride, organizers of NYC’s Lesbian & 
Gay Pride Week is accepting applications for 
PrideFest ‘95, a festival celebration on the 
Hudson River, 6/24 and 25. Call 212-80-PRIDE 
and leave message. 

West Hollywood Tanning Salon 

7 beds -Good lease -$114,000 gross sales ex- 

cellent profitability -$110K -For details, call 
213-932-0569. 

Hamburger Mary’s, San Jose, CA 

Buyers or investors wanted for a very profitable, 
existing franchise call: 408-374-7889. 

Hair Salon in Phoenix 

Great walk in traffic, plus strong gay following. 
Lease $600 per month. 602-957-5272 

Florist and Gift Shop For Sale 

Sun City, California. 90 minutes from Laguna 
Beach. Very profitable. $150K, 909-679-1128. 

Gay Pathologist 

Looking to join hospital-based pathology group 
with other gay pathologist(s). Currently univer- 
sity -based (Assistant Professor) with 5 years 
experience in surgical pathology and flow-cy- 
tometry. Hold licenses in California and Florida. 
Write: Pathologist, 7741 SW 53rd Ave. Miami, FL 
33143-5931 or call 305-662-1382 

Smog-Free California 

Completely equipped, fully stocked, affordable 
ceramic shop. Central coast area. 6,000 molds. 
$90,000.00 negotiable. Terms. 805-238-0902. 
Weekend 805-238-9637. 

Pride! Card Pack 
Offers Guaranteed Responses 

We’ll print and mail your two color postcard to 
100,000 mail responsive gay households for 
less than 3p each! 201-991-7800. 

Motel - South Vermont 

17 unit motel. 3 bedroom home, fireside lounge. 
$495,000. Boxholder, POB 954, Manchester, VT 
05254. 


Employment 


JOBS OFFERED 

Wine Salesperson wanted for West Hollywood, 
Santa Monica, Beverly Hills. Knowledge and ex- 
perience a must. Please call Pam 800-932- 
6665. 


Gay and Lesbian 
Advocates and Defenders 
(GLAD) 

GLAD, a public interest legal organiza- 
tion, is looking for a full time Executive 
Director. Glad litigates precedent set- 
ting cases on sexual orientation and 
HIV/AIDS issues throughout New 
England and provides public educa- 
tion, information, and referral services 
nationwide. Candidates must have 
substantial and successful fundraising, 
development and public relations ex- 
perience, the ability to understand and 
articulate litigation and policy issues to 
a broad audience, the ability to super- 
vise an internal staff of nine (including 
two full time attorneys) and to work co- 
operatively with the Board of Directors, 
attorneys and other volunteers. 
Candidates must also be able to pro- 
vide the vision, leadership and prag- 
matism necessary to build upon 
GLAD’s seventeen years of successful 
non-profit operation while, at the same 
time, overseeing the organizational de- 
velopment necessary to accomplish 
substantial growth. J.D. preferred. 
Send confidential resume with cover 
letter by May 8. 1995 to: 

Search Committee 
P.O. Box 218 

Boston. Massachusetts 02112 


Physician 

M.D./D.O.. Busy Family Practice - Ft. Lauderdale 
-Miami. B.C./B.E. Family Practice /Occupational 
Medicine. Flexible hours. Excellent opportunity. 
Florida License Necessary. Call Dr. Winkle 305- 
767-9999. 

Organic Farming 

Vegetable Production Management. Personnel 
wanted by large Colorado mixed vegetable farm. 
Must have extensive experience in irrigation, 
good people skills and knowledge of wide variety 
of vegetable cropping, all applied to ORGANIC 
farming. Send resume to MB. 952 E. Thames St. 
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126 

Dental Hygienist 
Santa Fe 

A young, energetic office in a modern facility is 
seeking a hygienist to help us continue building 
our practice. We need someone with a progres- 
sive attitude and excellent hygiene and cus- 
tomer relations skills. A diverse clientele. A 
great opportunity in a beautiful part of the 
country. Call 505-982-9222 or fax 505-982- 
7114. 

Cruise Ships Now Hiring 

Earn up to $2,000+ /mo. working on cruise 
ships or land- tour companies. World travel. No 
exp. necessary. For more info, call 1 -206-634- 
0468 ext. C91204. 


Merchandise For Sale 


Kombucha Mushrooms 

Brew the Manchurian health drink at home. 
Kombucha and FREE Brewing Kit $45.00 
Hillside Farms. 8033 Sunset Boulevard., Suite 
155-U. Los Angeles. CA 90046 Information: 
213-656-3609. 

Healing Herts 

Hicks Native Gatherings, teas, herb baths, hon- 
ey, candles, dream pillows, gift baskets, free 
catalog. 12 Main St. Flanders. NJ 07836. 

China Finders 

China Matching Service. Most major brands. 
2923 Landover Alexandria, VA 22305 800-900- 
2557 703-683-2557 


Organizations 


Lesbian/Gay Mormons 

Affirmation. National Support Network for 
Current, former Mormons. Information 213-255- 
7251. 

Worldwide PenPals 
POB 1143, Peoria, IL 61653 

450+ definitely NOT boring worldwide PP pro- 
files. Infopak: 2 stamps/ 1 RC’s to: Contacts, 
POB 1571, Ogdensburg NY 13669 


Become A Priest 

Gay, Lesbian Bisexual persons, serve God and 
Community as a Priest. External program leads 
to valid ordination. EAC 2301 Artesia Boulevard, 
#12-213, Redondo Beach, CA 90278 

Seventh Day Adventists Kinship 

Current or former SDA's and friends, call 714- 
248-1299 USA- 905-432-2867 Canada 

Mormons: 

213-874-8424 


Nationwide Gay Pilots Association 
Totally discreet 703-660-3852 

Attention 

Marketspace Advertisers: 

Please check your ad carefully when it initially 
appears. We cannot be responsible for errors or 
minor copy changes after the first issue of pub- 
lication. If you find an error, please contact our 
Classified Advertising Department immediately 
at 213-871-1225 extension 3072 for correc- 
tions. The Advocate assumes no financial re- 
sponsibility for error or omission of copy. This 
publication reserves the right to reject, edit, and 
determine the proper classification of any clas- 
sified ad at anytime. 


Gaypen Worldwide Friendship 

Individual portfolios of UK-Europe-ltaly- 
Australia-Russia-Asia-Orient-Anywhere! Info 
$lpp BCM GLI, London WC1N 3XX, UK 

US and World Penpals 

Over 1.800 members. No $ needed. Open to all. 
MAK POB 83, Tujunga, CA 91043 USA 

Professional Services 


ADOPTION 


ADOPTION 

Experience with Gay & 
Lesbian Couples and Single 
Parent Independent Adoptions. 
Caring and knowledgeable 
staff to serve you. 

800 - 482-2290 


ANSWERING & MAIL SERVICE 

Confidential Forwarding Worldwide. Voice Mail. 
Mailpost , 2421G Pratt Street. Chicago, IL 60645 
312-764-0100 800-890-3199 


CLEANING/MAINTENANCE 

Montauk, NY. Full Service Housecleaning. $20 
p/h. Paul Page 516-668-2619. 


COUNSELING/PSYCHOTHERAPY 

There's Nothing to Fear. 

Rand Lee: practical spiritual guidance since 
1984. Free info: 505-438-7038. 


Professional & Sensitive Help 

Phone therapy: Licensed Doctors experienced in 
gay issues. 1-900-773-PSYC. Sun -Mon 8pm- 
2am $2.00 Minute. 


DESIGN 

Fine Art/Save 20-50%! 

DON'T PAY RETAIL! Respected Beverly Hills art 
dealer guarantees the lowest possible prices on 
any major artist: de Kooning to Yamagata. Call 
for savings, service and free brochure. Strategic 
Art Services 800-298-9988, 310-276-3747. 

INTRODUCTIONS 

Easy Match Making is Ready Now! 

900-884-9206 Extension 7162. $2.99 per 
minute. 18+. Procall Co. 602-954-7420. 

Take A Chance! 

Looking for that one special person? Call Now 900- 
737-5333 Ext. 346. Alternative Dateline 24 hours. 
$2/ minute. 18+ Ttone Avcomm 305-525-0800. 


★ ★ DISCOVER ★ ★ 

YOUR GAY & LESBIAN UNIVERSE 

Get acquainted with 
new friends instantly. 

1-900-737-GAYS 

NEW LISTINGS DAILY BY AREA CODE. 

Call now! 18+ $1.99/min. MR 


The Personal Connection 
1-900-407-6283 Ext 800 

$1.97/min. 18+ TT. A discreet way to meet peo- 
ple for friendship or romance. Gay and Lesbian 
listings. Nationwide database. AKE Boulder. 
Colorado. 

Gay Professional Dateline 
1-900-562-7000 Ext 6505 

Devoted to professionally oriented men seeking 
friendship and romance. Out of town on busi- 
ness? on Vacation? or looking locally? Listings 
by area code. $2.99/min. 18+ Procall Co. 602- 
954-7420. 

Meet Someone Now! 
1-900-988-1567, Ext 14 

Find that special friend or lover. Build a Gay 
Network. Answer voice mails or leave your own 
message. 24-hour service. Touch Tone phone. 
18+. $1.98 minute. Aver call 78 minutes. Mates 
213-993-9459. 

Guys & Dolls 
Find Your Love!!! 

900-486-4400, Ext. 6094. $2.99 per min. Must 
be 18 years. Procall Co. 602-954-7420. 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR 

Licensed Private Investigator 

Younger established gay investigator providing 
services to international upper income clients. 
612-874-8860. 


psychicHBHHHHI 

Find Total Satisfaction 

Through a Live Personal Psychic. 900-776-9000 
Extension 6153. $3.99 per minute. 18+. Procall 
Co. 602-954-7420. 

Reality Midwife 

For impregnation with alternative reality & psy- 
chic reading send piece of your hair and request 
to Heather, P0 Box 942. Mt. Shasta. CA 96067. 
Donation $20 /request. 


RESEARCH/SURVEYS ■■■ 

Girls and Guns 

Are you a lesbian with a gun experience and 
would like to be in a documentary? Write to 
Orange Glow Productions, 9304 173 Street, 
Edmonton. Alberta T5T-3CS, CANADA 

Mail Order 


Attention Mail Order Advertisers 

The California Business and Professional Code 
#17538.5 states "It is unlawful in the sale or of- 
fering for sale of consumer goods or services for 
any person conducting a mail order or catalog 
business in this state and utilizing a post office 
box address (or mail drop address) to fall to dis- 
close the legal name under which business is 
done and the complete street address from 
which business is actually conducted in all ad- 
vertising and promotional materials including 
order blanks and forms.” Your compliance with 
this Code greatly expedites the processing of 
your Mail Order ad. Thank you for your coopera- 
tion. 


CLOTHING WKKKKM 

Gay and Lesbian T-Shirts $12.00 

Includes shipping! Large selection or create 
your own. Sweatshirts $17.00. FREE 
BROCHURE. Send SASE: Camden Prints. 1401 
Pucker Street, Stowe. VT 05672. 


Copyrighted material 



Use this form to place your ad in 
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Optional headlines $12.00 p er line, maximum of 2 
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ONE CHARACTER PER SPACE 


TEXT OF AD. $1.60 per word. 10 word minimum 

If you need more space, attach an extra sheet. 


PUCE MY AD IN THIS CATEGORY: (Check one) 

□ Real Estate-Sales & Rentals □ Merchandise For Sale 

□ Travel & Accommodations □ Merchandise Wanted 

□ Business Opportunities □ Organizations 

□ Employment □ Professional Services 


Q Mail Order 
□ Etc. 


CALCUUTE THE COST OF YOUR AD (PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICEl 


HEADLINE: NUMBER OF LINES: 


x $12.00= 


AD TEXT: NUMBER OF WORDS: 


x $ 1.60 = 


SUBTOTAL 


NUMBER OF ISSUES AD IS TO RUN 

*1 

FREQUENCY DISCOUNT 


TOTAL AMOUNT DUE 



Display ads are available in three sizes: Frequency discounts tor all advertising: 

1" x 1 5/8” = $90 6 consecutive issues, 10% oft 

2" x 1 5/8" = $160 12 consecutive issues. 15% off 

3" x 1 5/8" = $231 24 consecutive issues. 20% off 

Call (213) 871-1225 x 3039 for artwork specs 

Make check or money order payable to LPI, 
or use your VISA or MasterCard. DO NOT SEND CASH. 


Name 

Address 

City State ZIP 

Phone ( ) 

MasterCard Exp. 


Visa 


Exp. 


Auth. signature 


RETURN THIS FORM, ALONG WITH PAYMENT TO: 

LPI, Attn: Marketspace 
P.O. Box 4371 

Los Angeles, CA 90078-4371 
OR FAX TO: (213) 467-0173 


ADVERTISING DEADLINES: 

Issue Deadline Cover Date 

684 May 15 June 27 

685 May 30 July 11 

686 June 12 July 25 


All copy changes must be received by The Advocate in writing by the deadline of the issue in 
which the new copy will appear and accompanied by payment for any additional text. There is a 
$20 cancellation fee. Advertising of a sexual nature will not be accepted. All copy for Marketspace 
advertising is subject to approval of the publisher. 


FILMS/VIDEOS/MUSK 

LIVE OPERA PERFORMANCES SINCE 1930's. 
Audio/video cassette. Fabulous selection! Free 
computerized catalog -Live Opera, POB 1341. 
Steinway Station L.I.C. NY 11103 

Video Movies!!! 

1000's of Titles. Gay & Lesbian, Foreign & 
Classics, Box Office Hits. $10.00 and up. Free 
Catalog 800-FLM-4-FUN (356-43861. 

Attention 

Services and products are not tested, nor are 
they guaranteed. The appearance of advertising 
does not imply nor does it constitute endorse- 
ment by The Advocate. 


GAMES/TOYS 

“Fun Way to FM!” 

Don't leave home without your ''GAY GAB" Travel 
Paddle! Acrylic triangle paddle with 10 printed 
“gay-sayings" flash cards plus 10 blank to cus- 
tomize. $9.95 plus $3.50S&H: DecoRicks. POB 
55237. Birmingham. Alabama 35255. MC/Visa 
accepted: 205-328-RICK (7425). 


The Royal Palms Collection 

A NEW gay/lesbian catalog full of exiting and 
distinctive gifts. Call 800-237-PALM. 

1 HEALTH PRODUCTS HHHH 

Penis Enlarger 

New FDA approved condom designed to increase 
length and width. IT WORKS! $14.95 dozen or 
$2.00 SASE for sample. DB 11712 Moorpark 
#105, Studio City, CA 91604. 

Dying of Aids! 

Looking for Alternative Medicine? Write to: 
Prima Herbs. POB 1596. Jakarta 10015, IN- 
DONESIA 

Increase Your Sexual Stamina 

Try our Super Yang Plus -Chinese Herbs blend- 
ed with both Erotica and Health in mind. 800- 
669-9205. Special Offer! 

Health Conscious? You need to Know: 

how to rid your water of contaminants harmful 
to your health. For a FREE brochure on the top 
rated. NSF Certified, water treatment system, 
call 708-575-9209. 


THINNING HAIR? 



GRO-BAK H 

MIRACLE CURE" for Alopecia 


.95 


FULL 60 DAY 
SUPPLY 


CHECK OR M O TO 

NEW LINE NUTRITION 
P.O. BOX 22513 
SANTA BARBARA. CA 93121 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 


Attention 

Marketspace Advertisers: 

Please check your ad carefully when it initially ap- 
pears. We cannot be responsible for errors or minor 
copy changes after the first issue of publication. If 
you find an error, please contact our Classified 
Advertising Department Immediately at 213-871- 
1225 extension 3072 for corrections. The Advocate 
assumes no financial responsibility for error o omis- 
sion of copy. This publication reserves the right to re- 
ject. edit, and determine the proper classification of 
any classified ad at any time. 

Surrender Dorothy. . . 
and Toto too. . . ! 

to the spell of Oz International Hair and Skin 
Care Systems. (Magic in a bottle!) Become “A 
Wizard" with environmentally concious. natural 
hair/ skin products that are essential if you wish 
to “grow young forever." Follow the Yellow Brick 
Road... and unlock the secret to spellbinding 
hair / skin. Send $2.00 /catalogue to Oz 
International Catalogue. Dept. 1-C, Orchard 
Plaza, Altoona, PA 16601. 

HIV Positive? 

We can help! Call 800-669-9205. Unique nutri- 
tional Protocol with successful track record. 


AIDS & HIV 
PATIENTS 

Naiur-Aid is a drug-free herbal 
formula thar energizes and 
strengthens. Results may vary 
according to individual case. 

MONTHLY TREATMENT 547.00 

NATURA & CIA. 

DR. SERGIO CASTELLANOS 
P.O. BOX 4781 
CALEXICO. CA 92231 
FAX (01152-65)65-62-63 
PHONE: (011-62-65) 66-65-65 


PUBUCATIONS 

Must-Read Newsletter! 

C.C.WATCH (Keeping an eye on the “Christian 
Coalition") Charter subscription (10 Issues): 
$19.95 Call 800-WATCH-97. 

Discount Books, Videos & Magazines 

All titles available. Open 24 hours. Call for free 
catalog. Specify books or videos 800-649-7898 



COOK SOMETHING SPECIAL 
FOR YOUR DATE OR LOVER! 

Try our program, and each week 
discover delicious new recipes front 
the options below: 

Lowfat 
Vegetarian 
World Flavors 
Special Occasions 
Tight Budget 
Quick Meals 
Fat Free 

Menu ideas and helpful hints arc 
included to make your evening special! 
24 hr service. Call: 1-900-420-7500. 
Yomno Corp.. P.O. Box 15987. Philodelphio. PA 19103 

t?.<9 p«i mintdf Musi be 18 « w* 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Rainbow Flags & Gifts 

Selling out entire stock. Save Big $. Call for free 
flyer (#395) 800-FLAG-GAY 

For Rates and Information on 
Advertising in Marketspace: 

Call us at 213-871-1225 Extension 3072, or FAX 
us at 213-467-0173. 

Party Fun! 

Legal natural herbal formula gives you after- 
hours/danceclub feeling without drug -testing 
worries. 800-558-4158. 

Cremation? 

Allow a skilled, sensitive, gay craftsman to de- 
sign and build a funerary receptacle for your 
loved one. Beautiful hardwoods, uncompromis- 
ing quality. Personalized, fast and reasonable 
service. Dave Crouch. Cabinetmaker. Route-1. 
Box-95, Browning. MO 64630 816-673-6560. 

Etc. 


Gay Couple Wants a Family 

by fathering child with surrogate mother. Have 
you done it? Know someone who has? Need first- 
hand information. Please write Box 352, 
Latham. NY 12110. 

Jeremy Roberts or Jim Harp please contact Angie 
at 904-434-9493. 

Superhero With AIDS Dies! 

Shadow Hawk #18. Final Issue. Plus Comic 
Grabbag. Check/ MO: E. Turner 914 Westwood 
Boulevard 4195, Dept. A. Los Angeles. CA 90024 
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Palm Springs , California 


PALM SPRINGS CALIFORNIA By Jim Kavanaugh 

PALM SPRINGS -- *lt's an odd town in a 1 960's time warp with retro- 
architecture, where women with beehive hairdos still can be seen and shoppers 
find thrift stores laden with American kitsch.* 

It's Palm Springs. Well, from the point of view of the Conde' Nast Traveler, 
a travel magazine. According to the 14-page spread in the September '94 issue, 
Palm Springs is last becoming the hippest destination on the map* 

•It's hot... it's back, it's Palm Springs.* 

WANT MORE FREE DESTINATION INFORMATION? 

'The Palm Springs Visitors Guide" & "The Gay Guide to Palm Springs” 
Together they show you where to go, what to see, dining, nightlife & more. 
The City of Palm Springs will send you both comprehensive free guides, thy're 
indispensablel Call 1 -800-34-SPRINGS Be sure to ask for the Gay Guide) 

For hotel brochures, simply call the Individual hotels advertising here! 


HIGH-SEXUAL TEMPERATURE ' 

. . .OUT & ABOUT MAG. 

Find Out Why At 


Palm Springs 

, ^ The Private Resort 

' : w / Hotel For Men 

~ ^ , 16-Man Jacuzzi, 

^ Nude Sunbathing, 

Heated Pool, 

" TVs, VCRs, 

j p. Breakfast & Lunch 

800*793*0063 619*322*CAMP 

722 San Lorenzo Rd, Palm Springs CA 92264 




AT Lono LAST-- I10W CHOOSE 
EBOM TtlPEf DELUXE PESOPTS- 
COMMITTED TO EXCELLEIKEI 




flM)ET 

WEST 


tlMOW 

CLUf) 


An acre of walled grounds 
nestled in the secluded 
celebrity enclave of Las 
Palmas, the Abbey West is an 
Art Deco Gem, a landmark, a 
fantasy in black and white. 
Whether cocktails fireside 
or sunning poolside you'll 
bask in the glamour of this 
enchanting romantic retreat. 

Bougainvillea tumbles off the 

red tiled roofs of the classic 

Spanish hacienda and 
bungalows. Gardenias and 
Jasmine perfume charmed 
patios, stone pathways wind 
through the enchanting 
tropical gardens. By day a 
sunny paradise, by night, a 

magically lit oasis. 


Ttlf TRfDITIOfl corns. 

Opening Fall of '94. 

The HARLOW CASABLANCA featuring 
“Mortimer's" restaurant and bat 



tlflPLOW CLUE) 


ItOltlS nnvoess. ci 


buoc tiupf/pfsfpvfirions 1 -600-223-4073 
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PALM SPRINGS 


Brochure & Resenations Call 
(800) 962-0186 


960 ( amino Paroceia 
Palm Springs, California 92262 
ph: (619) 327-6413 fax:(61 9)320-5745 

A MAN'S RESORT 


A Desert Palace... 


2Hfi Camino Monte Vista 
Palm Springs, California 92262 
USA 

619-320-2888 800-694-2888 


Right In Palm Springs 


RTmUE 


A Private Resort 
WE HAVE WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR! 

• Poolside studios & suites, also 2 -bedrooms 

• Kitchens, private patios & fireplaces avail. 

• Totally private. Two sparkling clothing- 
optional pools & spas •Cont. Breakfast 

• Pool table. Extensive video library 

• Complimentary Gold's Gym passes 

...and so much morel 

526 Warm Sands Dr., Palm Springs, CA 92264 
619-323-7505 / 800-798-8781 
Fax 619-323-1055 



H 


& 


SUAL 


Ilegance 


a new gentlemen s resort offering: 
Lush Garden Settings 
Stylishly decorateo suites 
poolside Breakfast 

615 warm Sands Dr. 

Palm Springs, California 
(619) 320-5650 
(BOO) 342-7635 IOUTSIDE CA1 


Hacienda en Sueno 

Luxurious one-bedroom 
* centrally air-conditioned 

apartments with private 
— 7 jk phones and every amenity 
'•it* including two large 
swimming pools and a bubbling spa 
over lots of secluded tropical privacy 
with Micro Cool misting systems and 
free use of Gold's gym 

586 Warm Sands Drive, 

Palm Springs, CA 92264 

Color Brochure & Reservations: 

1 - 800 - 359-2007 


sA 


Canyon \ Club 


$ 49-$69 / weekends 


midweek X $ 50-$79 


32 ROOMS, walk to downtown, clothing-optional, 
STEAM ROOM & SAUNA, huge pool and spa, ALL- 
MALE video channels, A/C, phones, private patios 

800 - 295-2582 

619-322-4367 fax: 619-322-4024 

Internet: CanyonClub@aol.com 
360 N.Palm Canyon Dr., Palm Springs, CA 92262 


NATURAL SUNBATHING 


c^ftiLum 

AMD 

‘Vista Qrande 


2 POOLS NfTE A DAY 


PRIVATE RESORTS 


“ASK ABOUT OUR EXOTIC WATERFALLS’* 

Reservations: 1-800-669-1069 

619/322*2404 

574 WARM SANDS DR. • PALM SPRINGS. CA 92264 


©1994 Details Inn Advertising 


Palm Springs, California 







Last Word 

./i.\ > 

Bruce B a w e r 

Canon fodder 


CAY CULTURE. WE HEAR-AND USE-THE PHRASE 
all the time, but what does it mean? Well if 
we’re talking about gay men, it can mean 
camp. It can mean Streisand, Dynasty , 
Madonna Some months ago a guest Advo- 
cate columnist raised the question of whether 
the shared interest of many gay men in such cultural phe- 
nomena is innate. A straight friend of his had claimed 
that the gay-icon status of a Judy Garland, say, was sim- 
ply the consequence of gay men taking their cues from 
other gay men. The writer of the piece demurred, insist- 
ing that gay boys feel strongly drawn to certain things at 
a very young age. 

I agree. To be sure, not all gay men respond powerful- 
ly to the same stuff. I never cared for Dynasty, for exam- 
ple, nor am I a big opera fan. But I do find myself watch- 
ing Mildred Pierce, Mommie Dearest, and Auntie Mame 
virtually every time they’re on TV, and I 
enjoy them out of all proportion to their 
objective merits. The same goes for the 
British sitcom Absolutely Fabulous ; not till 
weeks after I fell for it did I discover that 
it was a nationwide gay favorite. 

Obviously these tastes have something 
to do with my being a gay man. But what, 
exacdy? For every canonical gay taste I 
share, there are ten I don’t. In any event, I 
don’t think such tastes are a direct consequence of my 
homosexuality. Would Alexander the Great have loved 
Auntie Mame? Would Richard the Lion-Hearted have be- 
come addicted to Ab Fab ? When a 10-year-old gay kid 
finds himself drawn to such phenomena, I suspect, it’s not 
because of a genetic link between sexual orientation and 
cultural tastes but because of some complex conjunction 
between his as-yet-unarticulated awareness of his own 
differentness and society’s signals to him about emotional 
orientation, sexual identity, and gender roles. 

There’s a distinction, of course, between Ab Fab and 
“gay culture” as it’s understood by people who give 
prizes for “gay books” and such. But the dividing line 
isn’t clear. Must a “gay movie” be written and directed by 
gays? Does a “lesbian novel” require a lesbian author, a 
lesbian protagonist? This question has plagued the Lamb- 
da Literary Awards— and to my mind has underscored the 
difficulty inherent in the whole notion of “gay culture” as 
something distinct from “straight culture.” 

On the one hand, I can understand the desire to honor 
artworks that profitably ponder the meaning of gayness. 
On the other hand, Tm wary about the ghettoizing of gay 
culture. Fm also uncomfortable with the argument that 
gay people must “support gay culture.” What can this 
mean? At best it’s empty political rhetoric; at worst it’s an 
insistence that we must embrace every novel, play, or 


movie produced by gay people whether or not we actual- 
ly like it Tliis is totalitarianism, pure and simple. 

It’s also confining. For there’s no pan of the cultural 
landscape without a gay element. Even if gays constitute 
as much as 15% of the population, the gay contribution 
to Western art, architecture, music, and literature far ex- 
ceeds what it should be statistically. If you accept the 
right-wing claim that only one in a hundred people is 
gay, then the gay contribution is truly extraordinary. 
Think about it: a group comprising 1% of the population 
producing Erasmus, da Vinci, Michelangelo, Raphael, 
Caravaggio, Marlowe, Bacon, Holderlin, Hans Christian 
Andersen, Tchaikovsky, Proust. . . The list goes on and on, 
to include three of the four major 1 9th-century American 
novelists, one (perhaps both) of the two great 19th-cen- 
tury American poets, and two of the three most noted 
mid-20th-century American dramatists. 

The immensity of the debt that West- 
ern civilization owes to gay and lesbian 
genius is pretty ironic, given that homo- 
sexuality is often described as a threat to 
Western civilization by those strangest of 
allies, the culturally philistine religious 
right and neoconservative intellectuals. 
Especially ironic is the case of Allan 
Bloom, the late author of The Closing of 
the Americari Mind. That 1987 best-seller, 
which defended the traditional literary canon against 
multiculturalism, became the neocon bible, a key text in 
the so-called culture wars. As diose wars wore on, the 
neocons began to mimic the rhetoric of the religious 
right, bizarrely linking the decline of American art, cul- 
ture, and higher education to a deterioration of “family 
values,” which in turn was blamed mosdy on increasing 
acceptance of gays. Gays, then, were Western civilization’s 
worst enemies— and Bloom its most ardent defender. 

Yet what few readers knew was that Bloom (who died 
in 1992) was gay. His allies knew, but that didn’t keep 
them from bashing gays in print Years ago at a social oc- 
casion, a leading neocon was overheard saying to an asso- 
ciate, “Isn’t it a shame about Allan Bloom?” He meant of 
course, “Isn’t it a shame that he’s gay?” In fact the real 
shame was diat neocons saw no moral difficulty in cele- 
brating Bloom while vilifying gays generally— and that 
Bloom, for his part never publicly confronted them with 
die fact that Western civilization, far from being threat- 
ened by homosexuality, is to a staggeringly dispropor- 
tionate degree the creation of gay men and women. 

“Do you want to protect your children from gay influ- 
ence?” I imagine him writing. “Very well. Destroy the 
Mona Lisa and The Last Supper, silence Messiah and Swan 
Lake, and bum Moby-Dick and The Portrait of a Lady. Gay 
culture is all around you-and it belongs to everybody.” 



Not all gays respond 
to the same stuff. 
Would Alexander the 
Great have loved 
Auntie Mame? 
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relief fast. 


You want it, you’ve got it. But you’ve got to get tough. More 
and more, people surviving with AIDS are selling their life 
insurance policies for relief from one of AIDS most common 
symptoms... Stress. Fortunately, we can help.. .right now. 


To get tough, you should work with at least three companies to 
get the offers you deserve for your policy. Remember, one of 
them should be us. A cash machine we’re not, but we’re the next 
best thing. Being the only gay-owned and operated company 
providing this service, we understand your needs and 
frustrations just a little bit better than our competition. 



Don’t worry, this process doesn’t cost you anything. If you have 
any questions, give us a call. 

Remember, it never hurts to ask. 

1 - 800 - 572-4346 


we promise, 
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